1 Timothy 4:11



- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PARAGGELLW, which means “to issue a directive from an authoritative source: to command, give strict orders, direct, instruct;” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular present active imperative from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach, instruct.”  The morphology of both verbs is the same.

The present tense is a progressive present for what is to continue throughout Timothy’s ministry.  This may also be a tendential present for what Paul proposes, but is not now taking place.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a direct command to Timothy.

“Command and teach”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”
“these things.”
1 Tim 4:11 corrected translation
“Command and teach these things.”
Explanation:
1.  “Command and teach”


a.  Paul stops teaching Timothy and simply issues a command to him.  Paul had the authority as an apostle to issue this command.

b.  Paul is teaching Timothy by example.  He is doing what he expects Timothy to do.  He is giving Timothy a command, a direct demand on his volition.  Likewise, Timothy must do this with his congregation.  The command is in two parts, each part being an appropriate function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


c.  The pastor-teacher or guardian of the local church has a command function.



(1)  The pastor-teacher is in charge of the local church.  He is in command.  This is the pastor’s function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.



(2)  Just as the shepherd is in command of the sheep and tells them where to go, so the pastor of the local church has the same command authority.



(3)  The command function is one of the ways in which the pastor guards his congregation from false teaching, doctrines of demons, and heresy.  The other way he does this is by teaching.


(4)  Some believers respond to direct commands from the word of God.  Others respond to teaching and inculcation.  Both are necessary functions of leadership.



(5)  A pastor is not and cannot be a dictatorial, spiritual bully.  He also cannot and must not be a doormat for everyone in the congregation to wipe their feet on.



(6)  There is a right time and place for the pastor to put his foot down and give orders, such as when someone is gossiping, maligning, and intruding on the privacy of another member of the congregation.  The pastor must protect that person by telling the offending believer to stop immediately or leave the church.  He must protect the privacy and priesthood of the believers in his congregation.



(7)  Orders are generally public in nature and involve everyone in the congregation.  For example, the order to “flee fornication” is definitely an order (not a suggestion) and is given publicly to everyone in the congregation.  Orders are for the benefit of all and not for the purpose of singling anyone out.


(8)  The command function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is given for the protection and guidance of the congregation, never for the purpose of lording it over or abusing one’s authority toward someone else.


f.  The second function that Paul commands Timothy is to teach the word of God.



(1)  As we saw in verse six, Timothy is expected by Paul to teach the word of God, “By teaching these things to the brethren, you will be an honorable agent of Christ Jesus.”


(2)  The gospels mention the fact that our Lord was a teacher of his disciples and others seventeen times.



(3)  The pastor-teacher has the title of “teacher” as a major purpose of his spiritual gift.



(4)  No guardian of the local church can protect their “sheep” without teaching them the truth.


(5)  The early function of the apostles included teaching:




(a)  Acts 4:18, “And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.”




(b)  Acts 5:21, “Upon hearing this, they entered into the temple about daybreak and began to teach.  Now when the high priest and his associates came, they called the Council together, even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison house for them to be brought.”



(6)  Paul’s life was a life of teaching, 1 Cor 4:17, “For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.”



(7)  Paul repeats this command to teach in:



(a)  1 Tim 1:3, “Since I demanded that you remain behind at Ephesus while I went to Macedonia, [I did so], in order that you might command certain ones not to teach heretical doctrine,”




(b)  1 Tim 3:2, “Therefore, the guardian must be above reproach: the husband of one wife, self-restrained [level-headed], prudent [thoughtful, self-controlled], honorable [respectable], hospitable, skillful in teaching,”



(c)  1 Tim 6:2, “Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved.  Teach and preach these principles.”




(d)  2 Tim 2:2, “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”




(e)  2 Tim 2:24, “The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,”
2.  “these things.”

a.  The direct object “these things” indicates what Timothy is expected to command and teach.  It includes everything Paul has said and will say in this letter.  It also includes everything Paul has previously written in all his other epistles.  It also includes all the instructions and training Timothy has received during the last twenty years from Paul in his seminary classes.

e.  In the immediate context it refers to:


(1)  the fact that “in latter periods of time some will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,”



(2)  the fact that “they have branded with a branding iron their own conscience,”


(3)  the fact that they will “forbid marriage, commanding abstinence from certain foods”



(4)  the fact that they are to “keep rejecting worthless speculations of the cosmic system.”


(5)  the fact that we must “keep on training ourselves for the purpose of respect for God;”


(6)  the fact that “the Word is faithful and worthy of total acceptance.”



(7)  the fact that “we have confidence in the Living God.”
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