1 Timothy 4:10



- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “for this reason” or “because of this.”  With this we have the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “So, Therefore, Certainly.”  The inference is a conclusion that Paul reaches based upon the fact that spiritual exercise has great benefit for both time and eternity and God is faithful in what He promises.  Therefore, because of this, communicators of doctrine do certain things.  Those certain things are explained by the use of two verbs, the first of which is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb KOPIAW, which means “to exert oneself physically, mentally, or spiritually, work hard, toil, strive, struggle 1 Cor 4:12; 15:10; 16:16; Eph 4:28; 2 Tim 2:6; Rom 16:6, 12; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:17; 1 Thes 5:12; Gal 4:11; Col 1:29; Phil 2:16.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, but also a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present.

The active voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of God’s word produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Therefore because of this we work hard”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb AGWNIZOMAI, which has two related meanings: (1) it was used in the sense of “to contend for a prize, especially in the public games, to contend for the prize on the stage, both of the poet and of the actor, generally to contend for victory;”
  Then it was also used in a general sense (2) “to fight, struggle used figuratively of any struggle Col 1:29; 4:12; 1 Tim 4:10; 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, but also a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning and indicates that Paul and other communicators of God’s word produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“and we fight for a prize,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because” with the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb ELPIZW, which means “to have confidence.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The present state is the confidence Paul has as a result of his previous spiritual exercise and hard work of preparation to teach the word of God.


The active voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine produce the action of having confidence in God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
This is followed by the preposition EPI, which is used after verbs of ‘believing, hoping, trusting’ to indicate the direct object of what is believed in/on, hoped for, trusted in.  With this we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God” with the dative masculine singular present active substantival use of the participle ZAW, which means “to live” but is used as a substantive adjective, modifying the noun THEOS, and meaning “living.”  The “Living God” is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, which is explained in the next phrase by the fact He is called “the Savior of all men.”
“because we have confidence in the Living God,”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Who” and referring to “the Living God” just mentioned at the end of the previous clause.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic or static present, which presents the action as a state, condition, and fact that never changes and is always true.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being what is described here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun SWTĒR, which means “Savior, Deliverer.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “mankind.”  Then we have the adverb of degree MALISTA, which means “to an unusual degree, most of all, above all, especially, particularly, (very) greatly Acts 20:38; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:8, 17; 2 Tim 4:13; Tit 1:10; Phile 16; Gal 6:10; Phil 4:22; 2 Pet 2:10.”
  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural adjective PISTOS, meaning “trusting, cherishing faith/trust (the active aspect of the verb ).  It is used: of believers in contrast to doubters, of belief in the resurrection of Jesus Jn 20:27, of one who confesses the Christian faith believing or a believer in the Lord, in Christ, in God Acts 16:15; Eph 1:1; Col 1:2; 1 Pet 1:21.  The absolute sense also means believing (in Christ), a (Christian) believer and is used both as an adjective and as a substantive Acts 16:1; 2 Cor 6:15; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:16; 6:2; Tit 1:6; the believers = the Christians 1 Tim 4:3, 12.”

“who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”

1 Tim 4:10 corrected translation
“Therefore because of this we work hard and we fight for a prize, because we have confidence in the Living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore because of this [benefit from spiritual exercise] we work hard”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion based upon his previous statements.  His conclusion is that he and other communicators of the word of God work hard, and they do so for a reason.

b.  The question is: what is the reason for all the hard work.  This refers to three things in the context.



(1)  Communicators of doctrine work hard because of “respect for God” mentioned in verse 7, “keep on training yourself for the purpose of respect for God.”


(2)  Communicators of doctrine work hard because “respect for God has a promise for the present and the future life.”



(3)  Communicators of doctrine work hard because “the word of God is faithful and worthy of total acceptance.”


c.  There is a twofold aspect to the hard work of the pastor.



(1)  He must study to show himself approved unto God.



(2)  He must present the word of God in season and out of season.


d.  Study and teaching are the two aspects of the pastor’s service in which he is expected by God to work hard.


e.  The communicator of doctrine does not engage in physical labor, but in mental labor, which is much more difficult than physical labor.  Real thinking is hard work.  True comprehension and understanding does not come easily.  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”  “Be diligent to accurately handle the word of truth” is no easy task.

f.  The pastor works hard because of his personal love and respect for God.  There is no greater motivation for him than his love and respect of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Any other motivation is a false motivation.


g.  The pastor works hard because he is motivated by this personal love for God and because he wants those in his congregation to recognize and respond to God’s love as well.


h.  The pastor also works hard because he knows that God will not disregard his faithful service.


(1)  2 Tim 4:8, “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”



(2)  Heb 12:28, “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe.”



(3)  Heb 11:6, “And without doctrine it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

i.  The pastor works hard because of the honor he has of teaching the word of God, 1 Tim 5:17, “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.”
2.  “and we fight for a prize,”

a.  The congregation, like the pastor, is in a prize fight, a contest with rich reward.

b.  The prize is mentioned several times in Paul’s writings.


(1)  1 Cor 9:24-25, “Do you not know that those who run in the stadium on the one hand all run, but on the other hand only one person receives the prize?  Run in this way: that you might win.  Everyone who competes in an athletic contest exercises self-control with reference to all things.  Certainly, on the one hand, those people [exercise self-control] that they might receive a perishable crown, but we [exercise self-control that we might receive] an imperishable [crown].”



(2)  Phil 3:14, “I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.”


(3)  Col 2:18 “Let no one who takes pleasure in [pseudo] humility and the worship of angels rob you of reward, taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen, being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh [old sin nature],”


(4)  2 Tim 2:5, “Also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules.”


c.  Warfare is one analogy used by Paul to describe our struggle against Satan and the sin nature.  The other analogy is the contest of the athletic games.


d.  Believers are not fighting each other.  There is no competition among believers.  We do not compete with each other.  We support and care for each other.

e.  Believers are in a spiritual warfare with Satan and the forces of darkness in the heavenlies, Eph 6:12, “because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].”

f.  Our prize is the blessing in eternity God the Son is guarding for us in heaven, waiting to distribute to us at His evaluation throne.


g.  Instead of having one winner’s crown as in the athletic games, God has many winners crowns and these crowns are available to any believer who reaches spiritual maturity.


h.  The key is attaining personal love for God (being filled with all the fullness of God).  The winner believer is the believer who recognizes God’s infinite and eternal love for him or her and responds to it to the maximum by learning and executing God’s will from the motivation of personal love for God.  That believer becomes a winner, an invisible hero, and receives the various crowns mentioned as rewards in the New Testament: the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, and the crown of life.

i.  The pastor works hard so that he might not lose what he has attained and that others entrusted to his care might attain the same prize.
3.  “because we have confidence in the Living God,”

a.  Then Paul tells us another reason why he continues to work hard.

b.  He works hard because he has confidence in God and he knows that other communicators of the word of God think the same way.

c.  Paul had every reason to have confidence in Jesus Christ, The Living God.


(1)  He had been saved by Him by direct revelation of His person in resurrection body on the road to Damascus.



(2)  He had been trained by Him for three years in the desert of Arabia.



(3)  He had been blessed by Him with greater revelation of Church Age doctrine than any other believer.



(4)  He had been permitted by Him to write more of the new canon of Scripture than any other person.



(5)  He had been delivered by Him on many occasions from danger, death, and the evil of men.



(6)  He had been given the greatest blessings of logistical grace prosperity and trusted friends and companions.



(7)  As Paul clearly stated, ‘He lacked for nothing.’  The Living God had made Paul’s spiritual life the most wonderful life he could have.  The only time Paul didn’t have a wonderful life was when he made bad decisions from the motivation of the lust pattern of his sin nature.


d.  This is not the only time Paul has talked about his confidence in God.


(1)  Rom 5:2-5, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.  And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.  And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.  And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our right lobes through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”


(2)  Rom 12:12a, “with reference to confidence, be rejoicing;”



(3)  Rom 15:4, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”


(4)  Rom 15:13 “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”


(5)  1 Cor 13:13, “But actually these three continue: faith, confidence, integrity-love.  But integrity-love is the greatest of these.”



(6)  2 Cor 1:9-10, “But we ourselves had the verdict of death against ourselves, so that we might not depend on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead, who rescued us from so great a danger of death and will deliver [us], in Whom we have absolute confidence.  Indeed He will yet deliver [us].”



(7)  2 Cor 3:4, “Now we have such confidence toward God because of Christ.”



(8)  2 Cor 3:12, “Therefore, since we keep on having such absolute confidence, we employ great openness and fearlessness [of speech]”



(9)  1 Thes 1:3 “because we constantly remember your manifestation of doctrine, that is, your labor of virtue-love and your perseverance from confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ before God even our Father.”



(10)  1 Thes 5:8, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.”



(11)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”



(12)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



(13)  Phil 1:20, “according to my eager expectation and confidence that in nothing shall I be disgraced, but with all openness and courage as always, even now Christ shall be exalted in my person, whether by life or by death [dying grace].”


(14)  Even Peter made important statements about confidence in the Lord:




(a)  1 Pet 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, in an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you.”




(b)  1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”




(c)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”




(d)  1 Pet 3:15, “But have an attitude of deep respect, love, awe and esteem toward the Lord Christ in your hearts [occupation with Christ], always ready to make a defense to any one who asks you to account for the confidence in you,”

4.  “who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”

a.  Paul finishes his statement by giving us a further explanation of who the Living God is.  It is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  Jesus Christ is the only savior of mankind.  God the Father is also called “our Savior” in Jude 1:25, “to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”

c.  The title of Jesus Christ as our savior is mentioned a few times in the New Testament.



(1)  Lk 2:11, “for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”



(2)  Jn 4:42, “and they were saying to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.’”



(3)  Acts 5:31, “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”



(4)  Acts 13:23, “From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,”



(5)  Eph 5:23, “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.”



(6)  Phil 3:20, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;”



(7)  1 Tim 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope,”



(8)  1 Tim 2:3, “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,”



(9)  2 Tim 1:10, “but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,”


(10)  Tit 1:3-4, “but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior, to Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”


(11)  Tit 2:10, “not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.”


(12)  Tit 2:13, “looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,”


(13)  Tit 3:4, “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,”


(14)  2 Pet 1:1, “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:”


(15)  2 Pet 1:11, “for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”


(16)  2 Pet 2:20, “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.”


(17)  2 Pet 3:2, “that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.”


(18)  2 Pet 3:18, “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen.”


(19)  1 Jn 4:14, “We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.”

d.  Jesus Christ is the savior of all mankind, which includes all believers and unbelievers, because He bore the sins of every human being in His body on the cross and was judged as a substitute for all of us.

e.  However, even though eternal salvation is available to all mankind, only those who actually believe in Christ are saved.


f.  This is why Paul adds the final qualifying phrase, “especially of believers.”  Jesus Christ is the savior of all mankind because He died spiritually and was judged for all mankind.  However, He is especially the savior of those who believe in Him because He is actually free to apply that salvation to them.  Our Lord cannot apply salvation to those who reject His offer of eternal salvation.  He cannot violate their free will. This is why the unbeliever condemns himself or herself to the eternal lake of fire by their refusal to accept the free offer of eternal salvation provided to all mankind.
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