1 Timothy 3:4



- is the genitive direct object from the article and adjective IDIOUS, meaning “one’s own” with the noun OIKOS, meaning “household, family.”  This is followed by the adverb of manner KALWS, meaning “meeting relatively high standards of excellence or expectation, fitly, appropriately, in the right way, splendidly, very well, 1 Cor 14:17; Gal 5:7; 1 Tim 3:4, 12-13; 5:17.”
  Then we have the appositional accusative masculine singular present middle participle from the verb PROISTĒMI, which means (literally ‘to stand before’ as in a military officer standing before his assembled troops) “exercise a position of leadership, rule, direct, be at the head (of), with the genitive of the person or thing; manage, conduct 1 Tim 3:4f, 12; 1 Thes 5:12; Rom 12:8; 1 Tim 5:17; (2) to have an interest in, show concern for, care for, give aid 1 Thes 5:12; Rom 12:8; busy oneself with, engage in Tit 3:8, 14.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  This should also be regarded as a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present, since an evaluation of the pastor-candidate is the issue here.

The middle voice indicates that the pastor-candidate or guardian of the local church is intimately involved in producing this action in his own interest.  It lays stress on his personal responsibility for his own leadership in the home.


The participle is circumstantial.

“exercising leadership over his own household appropriately,”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children” and referring to older children such as teenagers rather than little children (which is a different word in the Greek).  Then we have the appositional accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to hold.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the guardian of the local church or pastor-candidate produces the action described here.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun HUPOTAGĒ, which means “in subjection, subordination.”
“holding children in subordination,”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “associated with all” and the noun SEMNOTĒS, which means “a manner or mode of behavior that indicates one is above what is ordinary and therefore worthy of special respect; used of a human being: dignity, seriousness, probity, holiness 1 Tim 3:4; 1 Tim 2:2; Tit 2:7.”
   The genitive of association is a “marker of attendant circumstances of something that takes place, and is translated associated with.”
  Another possible idea here is the translation: “with emphasis on” as the attendant circumstances that accompany the action of leadership of the pastor or guardian in his home over his children.
“associated with all dignity.”

1 Tim 3:4 corrected translation
“exercising leadership over his own household appropriately, holding children in subordination associated with all dignity.”
Explanation:
1.  “exercising leadership over his own household appropriately,”

a.  Paul continues and concludes his sentence describing the characteristics and qualifications of the guardian of the local church.  The entire sentence reads: “Therefore, the guardian must be above reproach: the husband of one wife, self-restrained [level-headed], prudent [thoughtful, self-controlled], honorable [respectable], hospitable, skillful in teaching, “not addicted to wine, not a bully, but tolerant, not a person who engages in heated dispute, not avaricious [a lover of money], exercising leadership over his own household appropriately, holding children in subordination associated with all dignity.”

b.  This verse describes two aspects of one final attribute of the character of the guardian of the local church.  The two aspects are the leadership he provides to his wife and the leadership he provides to his children.

c.  At the time of writing, the household included everyone who lived in that home: parents, spouse, children, servants, freemen, slaves, etc.


d.  The man of the house is expected to be the leader of the family.  He is to exercise that leadership appropriately.



(1)  This means that he cannot be a tyrant or dictator.


(2)  This means that he cannot be a “yes, dear” type of husband.  Both extremes are wrong.



(3)  One key aspect of exercising his leadership appropriately is described here as holding children in subordination, which means not allowing them to run wild and do whatever they want.



(4)  Exercising leadership appropriately means meeting God’s high standards of excellence or expectation.



(5)  This means doing things in the right way, splendidly, very well.


(6)  This requires maximum function of unconditional love, toleration of others when wrong, forgiveness of one’s spouse, kindness, gentleness, and thoughtfulness for one’s children.

e.  Exercising leadership is not throwing one’s weight around and demanding things, but the willingness to sacrifice oneself for the needs of others, making sure their needs are taken care of first.  This is the leadership our Lord demonstrated on the cross by handling our need of eternal salvation by bearing our sins in His own body and being judged as a substitute for us.


f.  Exercising leadership is setting a standard and then enforcing that standard, punishing children when they do not “obey the rules” and blessing and rewarding them when they do what is right.


g.  Exercising leadership does not come naturally, but is taught in the word of God, which means it can be learned by anyone who desires to learn it.


h.  The key word in interpretation here is the word “appropriately.”



(1)  Many men “throw their weight around” but that is not “appropriate” leadership.



(2)  Many men surrender their leadership to their wives, but that is inappropriate leadership.


(3)  Abuse of authority, verbally or physically is inappropriate leadership.


i.  The only leadership that is appropriate leadership is the Christian husband, who is under the influence of the Spirit, who has learned the word of God, which motivates his actions, and who is obeying the word and will of God in the execution of his spiritual life.
2.  “holding children in subordination”


a.  One of the keys to leadership is consistency.

b.  The husband-leader is responsible for consistently doing the same thing with his children: setting appropriate standards for them and making them obey those standards.  For example, an appropriate standard for a four year old is to sit still for five minutes (anything longer is impossible).  An appropriate standard for a fourteen year old is to get all your homework done before you can talk to anyone on the phone.

c.  The husband-leader must establish the standards of behavior for the children.  That is his responsibility, not the wife’s.  She is responsible for enforcing his standards.  Naturally the two of them should discuss and agree upon the standards, but his is the final “say-so” according to the word of God.  The husband always has the right to delegate this to his wife, if he so desires, but it does not abrogate him of his responsibility.

d.  This clause is not directing the husband to be a tyrant over his children.  Far from it.  This clause is telling him that it is appropriate leadership for telling children what to do and then holding them responsible for what they are told.

e.  The parents have the God-given right and responsibility to tell their children what to do.  This is for the children’s own training and protection.


f.  Children must be held accountable for their disobedience to parents, so that they will learn that they will also be held accountable by God for their disobedience to Him as adults.


g.  The guardian of the local church must teach and train his own children, just as he must teach and train believers in the local church.

h.  The guardian of the local church must keep his children under control, just as he must maintain order in the local church.


i.  A man who cannot control his own children and train them up in the way they should go will also have great difficulty in leadership in the local church.

3.  “associated with all dignity.”


a.  The characteristic of dignity applies to both the guardian-pastor and to his children.

b.  He must exercise leadership in a dignified manner, just as he must teach his children to behave in a dignified manner.

c.  The guardian cannot allow his emotions to be out of control in an undignified manner, just as he cannot permit his children to be emotionally out of control and behave in an undignified manner.


d.  Acting in a dignified manner means that the pastor-guardian not only has spiritual self-confidence and poise, but also instills these characteristics in his children.  This is the exercise of true leadership in the home and carries over into the local church.
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