1 Timothy 3:13



- is the result or inferential use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “Consequently, So, Then, Therefore, Certainly, or By all means.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural articular aorist active participle from the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve” and is used technically here for “serving as a deacon.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun translated “those who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the action of serving as a deacon in the local church in its entirety, but emphasizes it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that those who have served as deacons in the local church produce the action of doing so in a certain manner.

The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the adverb of manner KALWS, meaning “good, well, honorably, in the right way, appropriately, etc.”
“Consequently, those who have served honorably as deacons”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun BATHMOS, which means “a stage in intellectual or spiritual progress, grade, rank, standing 1 Tim 3:13.”
  Then we have the dative of advantage from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “for themselves.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective KALOS, meaning “good, noble, or praiseworthy.”  Then we have the third person plural present middle indicative from the verb PERIPOIEW, which means “to gain possession of something, acquire, obtain, gain for oneself—often with a reflexive pronoun pleonastically [redundantly] added 1 Tim 3:13.”


The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present reality of something which came into being in the past.


The middle voice is a reflexive middle, emphasizing that the men who serve honorably as deacons produce this action themselves in their own best interest.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“have acquired for themselves a noble rank”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective POLUS, meaning “much” with the noun PARRĒSIA, meaning “(1) a use of speech that conceals nothing and passes over nothing, outspokenness, frankness, plainness; (2) a state of boldness and confidence, courage, confidence, boldness, fearlessness, especially in the presence of persons of high rank; and in relation to God Eph 3:12; 1 Tim 3:13; Heb 4:16; 10:19, 35; 3:6; 1 Jn 2:28; 3:21; 4:17; 5:14.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular passive meaning of the noun PISTIS, meaning “by means of doctrine [what is believed]” or the instrumental of cause, meaning “because of doctrine.”
“and much confidence [courage, boldness] by means of doctrine,”

 - is the appositional instrumental feminine singular article, pointing back to the noun PISTIS, meaning “the doctrine.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place or sphere from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, which means “in Christ Jesus.”
“the doctrine in Christ Jesus.”

1 Tim 3:13 corrected translation
“Consequently, those who have served honorably as deacons have acquired for themselves a noble rank and much confidence [courage, boldness] by means of doctrine, the doctrine in Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently, those who have served honorably as deacons”

a.  As a result of living the spiritual life of the Church Age and adhering to all these characteristics previously mentioned by Paul, those who serve as deacons in the local church have served honorably.

b.  There are definite consequences to our thoughts, decisions, and actions in life.



(1)  For those who make good decisions from the motivation of personal love for God as a result of biblical standards in the soul there is honorable service for the Lord.


(2)  For those who make bad decisions from the motivation of self-interest and love of Satan’s cosmic system (love of the world) there is dishonor in time and disgrace at the evaluation throne of Christ.


c.  There is nothing dishonorable about serving in the local church as a deacon.  It is one of the most honorable things a man can do.


d.  Apparently at the time Paul wrote the deacons in Ephesus and other churches were being ridiculed because they were ‘servants’ or no better than ‘waiters’.  Timothy may have even been faced with the problem of no qualified men wanting to serve as deacons in the church.

e.  Therefore, Paul writes to assure not only Timothy, but also those with the spiritual gift of administration that what they are doing is honorable and is recognized as such in the word of God.


f.  Honorable service includes:


(1)  Saying exactly what we mean—not engaging in ‘double-talk.’



(2)  Not being addicted to drugs or alcohol.



(3)  Not being a lover of money so that you use your office to profit from the church dishonestly.



(4)  Being positive to doctrine.



(5)  Being able to pass momentum testing.



(6)  Not involved in polygamy.


(7)  Able to exercise leadership appropriately and provide for one’s family.



(8)  Faithfully doing your service as unto the Lord.

2.  “have acquired for themselves a noble rank”

a.  The result of faithful service to the Lord is a noble rank, not only in the eyes of those in the congregation, but also at the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  The noble rank in time is worthy of respect and should be respected by all those in the congregation.

c.  The noble rank in eternity will be awarded by the Lord Jesus Christ himself as a decoration on the resurrection body for all eternity.


d.  The deacon does not acquire the spiritual gift of administration; for that spiritual gift is given to him at the moment of salvation.

e.  However, the deacon does acquire the decoration, reward, and respect of a noble and honorable rank or standing by the service he performs for the Lord in the local church.


f.  The motivation of the deacon must be personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ and not the motivation of recognition, approbation, or respect of others.


g.  The higher a person goes in authority and rank, the more they become the servant of others.  Our Lord has a rank that is above every rank, and yet He performed the greatest service ever performed for mankind.

h.  We recognize the noble rank and authority of the deacons because of the service they perform for the Lord, not because they are inherently great in any way.  The same is true for the pastor-teacher or guardian of the local church.


i.  The reflexive middle voice and the redundant reflexive pronoun are important here because they emphasize the fact that the deacon serves because he wants to serve.  He wants to serve the Lord and not himself.  What he does, he does in the interest of the Lord and it is in his own best interest to do so.


j.  Therefore, his service is not self-service, but genuine service for the Lord, for the pastor, and for the congregation.  And the Lord rewards that service with the noble rank of ‘deacon’.


k.  Deacons have nothing of which to be ashamed.

3.  “and much confidence [courage, boldness] by means of doctrine,”

a.  In addition to a noble rank as a result of honorable service, the deacon also acquires much confidence in God, courage in the spiritual life, and boldness before the throne of grace by means of the doctrine they learn, believe, and apply in the spiritual life.

b.  Confidence in the spiritual life does not come by means of our active faith in God.  Rather it comes by means of the Bible doctrine we have circulating in our stream of conscious thoughts.


(1)  Confidence comes by means of or because of what we believe to be true.


(2)  This is stated over and over again in Heb 11, “By means of doctrine…”  The definition is given in Heb 11:1, “Now doctrine is the objective reality of that in which we have confidence, the proof/evidence of the things not being seen.”

c.  The knowledge of Bible doctrine is what gives us confidence in the spiritual life.


d.  A believer with a ton of faith, but no knowledge of doctrine, still has nothing in which to believe.


e.  The persistent and consistent positive volition of the deacon in the word of God gives him increased confidence in the plan of God, the promises of God, the faithfulness of God, and the provision of God.  This confidence is absolutely necessary for his spiritual leadership in the church.  The deacon uses this confidence to solve problems in the local church, to provide for those in need in the local church, and to assist the pastor in the local church.  His absolute confidence in the word of God is the greatest asset the deacon provides to the local church as a part of the function of his spiritual gift.  This confidence gives him great boldness to use the power of prevailing prayer on behalf of others in need.  This confidence gives him great courage to deal appropriately with others who are antagonistic to the pastor’s authority, those attempting to create divisions or schisms in the church, and those outside the local church.

f.  Most importantly doctrine is the means by which the deacon has absolute confidence in the personal love of Jesus Christ for him and his reciprocal love of Christ.

4.  “the doctrine in Christ Jesus.”

a.  What is the doctrine that the deacon has such confidence in?  The doctrine of being in union with Christ.  The doctrine of positional sanctification is one of the most powerful doctrines in the soul of the believer.

b.  Once we understand our position in Christ and the fact it can never change, we begin to develop the strongest possible confidence in God and in His plan.  This is called a personal sense of destiny, and a personal sense of destiny comes directly from understanding our position in Christ.


c.  The doctrine ‘In Christ Jesus’ is the doctrine which produces experiential confidence in the spiritual life.  The understanding that we are in union with Christ permanently and securely is the only thing that can give us the confidence to meet every problem of life.  This confidence of being in union with Christ is the doctrinal orientation of the deacon, which allows him to function with such effectiveness in the local church.


d.  His confidence of his position in Christ overflows to those inside the local church and those outside the local church.


e.  His confidence in his position in Christ motivates him to go boldly to the throne of grace in prayer.


f.  His confidence in his position in Christ gives him the ability to deal effectively with those who would cause problems in the local church.  He is not worried about any backlash from those in the local church who want to run the show without having the authority.  He is not concerned about those who would threaten to pull their financial support if they don’t get their way.

g.  His confidence about his position in Christ motivates him to do his job as unto the Lord, because it is the Lord whom he serves.  This is why his service is so honorable and will be honored by the Lord.
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