1 Timothy 3:12



- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun DIAKONOS, means “assistants” and which has become a technical theological term as a transliteration for “deacons” in the local church.  This is followed by the third person plural present active imperative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to continue to occur throughout the spiritual life of a man with the spiritual gift of administrative assistance to the pastor and the local church.


The active voice indicates that the deacons or administrative assistants of the local church are expected to produce this action of constantly being something.

The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the genitive of relationship from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “of one” and the noun GUNĒ, meaning “woman” in the sense of “wife.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun ANĒR, which means “man” in the sense of “husbands.”

“Deacons must keep on being husbands of one wife,”
- is the genitive direct object from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children” followed by the adverb of manner KALWS, meaning “well, good, honorably, in the right way or appropriately.”  Then we have the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present middle participle from the verb PROISTĒMI, which means (literally ‘to stand before’ as in a military officer standing before his assembled troops) “(1) to exercise a position of leadership, rule, direct, be at the head (of), with the genitive of the person or thing; manage, conduct 1 Tim 3:4f, 12; 1 Thes 5:12; Rom 12:8; 1 Tim 5:17; (2) to have an interest in, show concern for, care for, give aid 1 Thes 5:12; Rom 12:8; busy oneself with, engage in Tit 3:8, 14.”
  Both the idea of ruling and caring for apply here.

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  This should also be regarded as a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present, since an evaluation of the deacon is the issue here.


The middle voice indicates that the deacon is intimately involved in producing this action in his own interest.  It lays stress on his personal responsibility for his own leadership in the home.


The participle is circumstantial.
“ruling well and caring appropriately for [their] children”
- is the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the genitive direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” plus the genitive masculine plural noun OIKOS, meaning “households.”
“and their own households.”
1 Tim 3:12 corrected translation
“Deacons must keep on being husbands of one wife, ruling well and caring appropriately for [their] children and their own households.”
Explanation:
1.  “Deacons must keep on being husbands of one wife,”

a.  Paul now turns his attention to those who are not deacon candidates but already serving as deacons in the local church.

b.  Paul gives guidance and direction to these men as to what God expects of them as far as overt behavior, which sets an example for other members of the local church.

c.  The first characteristic is identical to what Paul mentioned regarding pastoral candidates in verse 2, “the husband of one wife.”


d.  The deacon cannot be a polygamist, which is no longer an issue in our day and age.  However, the same rules for divorce and remarriage that applied to the pastor also apply to the deacon.  The only legitimate reasons for the right of remarriage for a deacon are:



(1)  The death of one’s wife.



(2)  A man’s wife committing adultery, in which case divorce is not demanded, but an option authorized by the word of God, depending upon the circumstances of the case and individuals involved.



(3)  Desertion of the husband by the wife.


e.  The deacon, or pastor, or any believer for that matter does not have the right to simply get rid of his wife because he can’t stand her any more and marry another person.


f.  Paul’s guidance here is that the deacon must be a faithful husband of one wife, and should remain with her for better or worse for as long as they both shall live.


g.  Forgiving one another as Christ has forgiven them, plus the application of grace orientation and unconditional love toward the other person are the problem solving devices that make the marriage stay together.

2.  “ruling well and caring appropriately for [their] children”

a.  The second characteristic is identical to what Paul mentioned regarding pastoral candidates in verse 4, “exercising leadership over his own household appropriately, holding children in subordination associated with all dignity.”

b.  The deacon must have the same leadership ability as the pastor or pastor-candidate in being able to train, teach, and motivate his children to behave in an appropriate manner.

c.  There are two sides to the coin of the verb PROISTĒMI.  On the one hand it means to rule well and on the other hand it means to provide for.  The deacon must be able to do both.


d.  Providing for ones children means:



(1)  teaching them how to behave in social situations;


(2)  telling them what they can and cannot do; that is, setting standards for them to follow and then enforcing those standards;


(3)  training children in how to live with others, how to talk to others, how to function around others in various situations of life;


(4)  making sure your children have food, shelter, clothing, education, the time and opportunity to play, toys, and those things necessary for the basic needs in life;


(5)  providing for the spiritual growth of one’s children;


(6)  giving them the love, attention, time, and help they need.

3.  “and their own households.”

a.  This was also emphasized for the conduct of the pastor in verse 4.

b.  This includes taking care of one’s wife, children, in-laws, servants, hired hands, pets, and other animals entrusted to one’s care.  In other words the man as the head of the household is responsible for the care of all living things within his realm of authority.


c.  This means he is responsible for earning a living and providing for those entrusted to his care.


d.  He is responsible for setting standards and upholding those standards.


e.  He is responsible for the spiritual welfare and training of all those living under his roof.


f.  He is responsible to God for exercising leadership appropriately in all things concerning his household, just as the pastor is responsible to do likewise in his household.


g.  He is a leader in the local church and sets the practical example to other men in the church of what it means to be a responsible leader in the home and take care of ones’ family.


h.  If the man has not learned these things from his own father and family, then he must learn them from the word of God.  A man can be trained in leadership in the home by:



(1)  growing up under a good example provided by his own parents, or by



(2)  the training and teaching from the word of God.


i.  Failure to provide for one’s own family is disqualification for a deacon, just as it is for a pastor.
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