1 Timothy 2:4



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Who” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ, God our Savior, who was just mentioned as the last statement in the first half of this sentence in the previous verse.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men, mankind.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to want, wish, will, or desire.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that is perpetuated throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of desiring something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of the unbeliever being saved and states it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The passive voice indicates that mankind receives the action of being saved.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which the infinitive functions as the indirect object of a verb and completes the meaning of the main verb.
“Who desires all mankind to be saved”
- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the preposition EIS plus the figurative meaning of the accusative of place, indicating the “entry into a state of being with verbs of going, coming, leading, etc., involving affective/abstract/suitability aspects; it is translated: into, to.”
  With the preposition we have the accusative feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, which means “full-knowledge” and refers to the complete understanding of spiritual matters that can only be provided by the revelation and teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the genitive of material content from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “of the truth.”  The genitive of material content indicates that material out of which the noun it modifies is made.  The full knowledge of God is made out of or consists of the truth.  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of the believer learning the word of God and states it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that all mankind receive the action of being saved and then learn the truth of the word of God.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which the infinitive functions as the direct object of a verb and completes the meaning of the main verb.
“and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”
1 Tim 2:4 corrected translation
“Who desires all mankind to be saved and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Who desires all mankind to be saved”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “This is good and acceptable in the opinion of God our Savior, Who desires all mankind to be saved and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”

b.  Peter learned this concept and also taught it in 2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord of the promise is not hesitating, as some regard hesitation, but continues being patient with reference to you, because He is not willing that anyone should perish, but that all make room for a change of mind.”

c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ stated the same principle with regard to little children in Mt 18:14, “So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish” and with regard to mankind in general in Jn 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”


d.  Paul will state this same principle again in:



(1) 1 Tim 4:10, “For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”



(2)  2 Tim 2:25, “with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them a change of mind leading to the knowledge of the truth.”



(3)  Tit 1:1, “Paul, the slave of God and the apostle of Jesus Christ on the basis of the doctrine belonging to the elect of God, that is, the full knowledge of the truth, which is on the basis of the spiritual life.”



(4)  Tit 2:11, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.”

e.  From these passages it is clear that God intended to provide salvation to every human being that would ever live, that our Lord then provided salvation for every person in the human race, but that only those that believe in Christ receive this eternal salvation.

f.  There is only one thing that is saved the moment we believe in Christ—our human soul.


g.  Our human spirit is not saved; it is given to us at the moment of salvation.  We did not have it as unbelievers and therefore it does not need saving.


h.  Our human bodies are not saved, but replaced with an interim body for some (those who die before the resurrection of the Church) and a resurrection body for all.  The rapture generation does not receive an interim body.  They go directly from this human body to a resurrection body in the twinkling of an eye.


(1)  The human body is not saved because it contains the genetically formed sin nature.


(2)  The purpose of physical death is to destroy the old sin nature.



(3)  This is what makes physical death God’s victory.



(4)  This is why physical death is one of the greatest blessings God gives to the believer.


i.  There has never been a person who has lived on earth that God did not want to believe in Christ and live forever in heaven.  That includes every Arab terrorist, every evil communist, and every Nazi.

j.  Jesus Christ died spiritually on the cross as a substitute for all mankind, which is why the atonement for sin is unlimited (1 Jn 2:2) and salvation is provided for all mankind.


k.  When we say to someone, “Go to Hell,” we are making a blasphemous statement, because it violates the will of God, and anything that violates the will of God is personal sin.


l.  As a royal ambassador for Christ we should desire that all mankind be saved, which is why we all have the personal responsibility to give the gospel message to everyone we can.


m.  God’s desire to save all mankind cannot occur without believers who are willing to carry that message forward to others.  We have a tremendous responsibility for evangelizing others.  Don’t waste your opportunities, because the execution of God’s will in this matter pays the greatest of dividends in the eternal state.

2.  “and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”

a.  This part of Paul’s statement has to do with what happens after salvation.

b.  God has a will for every Church Age believer—that we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.


c.  Paul states this same principle in other letters as well.



(1)  2 Tim 3:7, “always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”


(2)  1 Cor 5:8, “Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”



(3)  2 Cor 4:2, “but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.”



(4)  2 Cor 6:7, “in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left,”



(5)  2 Cor 11:10, “As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia.”



(6)  2 Cor 13:8, “For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth.”



(7)  Gal 5:7, “You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?”



(8)  Eph 1:13, “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,”



(9)  Eph 4:15, “but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,”



(10)  Eph 4:24, “and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”



(11)  Eph 5:9, “(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),”



(12)  Eph 6:14, “Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,”



(13)  Col 1:5-6, “because of the confidence laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;”


(14)  2 Thes 2:10, 12-13, “and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  …in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.  But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.”


(15)  1 Tim 3:15, “but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.”


(16)  1 Tim 4:3, “men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.”


(17)  1 Tim 6:5, “and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.”


(18)  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”


(19)  2 Tim 2:18, “men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some.”


(20)  2 Tim 2:25, “with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,”


(21)  2 Tim 3:8, “Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith.”


(22)  2 Tim 4:4, “and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.”


(23)  Tit 1:1, “Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,”


(24)  Tit 1:14, “not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth.”

d.  This principle is also implied in the statements of other New Testament writers.



(1)  Heb 10:26, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,”


(2)  Jam 1:18, “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.”


(3)  Jam 3:14, “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.”


(4)  Jam 5:19, “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back,”


(5)  1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,”


(6)  2 Pet 1:12, “Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them and have been established in the truth which is present with you.”


(7)  2 Pet 2:2, “Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;”


(8)  1 Jn 1:6, 8, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;”  “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.”


(9)  1 Jn 2:4, “The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;”


(10)  1 Jn 2:21, “I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.”


(11)  1 Jn 3:19, “We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him.”


(12)  2 Jn 1:1-4, “The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know the truth, for the sake of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.  I was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father.”


(13)  3 Jn 1:4, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”


(14)  3 Jn 1:8, “Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth.”


(15)  3 Jn 1:12, “Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself; and we add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true.”

e.  Believers only come to a full knowledge of the truth or the teaching of the word of God through the teaching of a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, Col 1:9-10, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God.” Cf. Eph 4:11-13, “then He (Jesus Christ) gave some apostles, and some prophets, and others evangelists, and others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production of service, for the edification of the body of Christ until we all attain the objective because of the system from doctrine, and by means of the full-knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ.”
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