1 Timothy 2:3



- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “This” and refers to what Paul has just requested, that prayers, entreaties, intercessions be made on behalf of all men and all in authority.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, which means “good, noble, honorable, praiseworthy, excellent, helpful, beneficial, desirable, and advantageous.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective APODEKTOS, which means “acceptable, pleasing.”  The nominative subject with the predicate nominative indicates the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“This [is] good and acceptable”
- is the improper preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning literally “in the sight of” but refers to an evaluation or judgment of someone: “in the opinion/ judgment of Rom 3:20; 12:17; 2 Cor 8:21; 1 Tim 2:3; 5:4; 1 Pet 3:4.”
  The phrase is translated “in the opinion of God.”  With this we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun SWTĒR, meaning “savior” and the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“in the opinion of God our Savior,”
1 Tim 2:3 corrected translation
“This [is] good and acceptable in the opinion of God our Savior,”
Explanation:
1.  “This [is] good and acceptable”

a.  The key to the interpretation of this verse is accurately understanding the subject “This.”  What is good and acceptable in the opinion of Jesus Christ?


b.  In order to answer this question we have to look at the context.


(1)  In Paul’s previous statement he urged prayers for all men, especially those in authority over us as rulers.  This was a reference to unbelievers at the time of writing, since most of the officials of the Roman Empire were not believers.  There were a few, especially in the household of Caesar, but as a general rule not many mighty had accepted the call to believe in Christ.



(2)  In Paul’s next statements he says “who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.”


(3)  The context is clearly about the proclamation of the gospel and the salvation of the unbeliever, which is the responsibility of all believers.


c.  Therefore, the word “This” refers to the prayers of the believer on behalf of the unbeliever, especially the prayer that they might hear, understand, and accept the reality of the truth of the message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ.


d.  This prayer is good, noble, honorable, praiseworthy, excellent, helpful, beneficial, desirable, and advantageous.



(1)  This prayer is divine good, because all prayer should be done in the filling of the Spirit, and anything done in the enabling power of the Holy Spirit is divine good rather than human good.



(2)  This prayer is noble and honorable, since the prayers of the believer for the unbeliever are certainly not deserved.  Prayer for others is a grace function and should never be based upon the worthiness of the person for whom we pray.  Therefore, prayer is a function of unconditional love for all.  Being a function of unconditional love, prayer for the unbeliever comes from the nobility of the royal priesthood, the honor code of the member of the royal family, and the integrity of the royal ambassador for Christ.


(3)  This prayer is praiseworthy and excellent.  It will be rewarded at the evaluation throne of Christ.



(4)  This prayer is helpful and beneficial in God’s prosecution of Satan in his appeal trial.  This prayer helps the believer remain without bitterness against the unjust, unfair, and unreasonable unbeliever.  This prayer also helps God execute His will in answering the believer’s prayer by giving the believer more opportunities to evangelize the unbelievers in his life.


(5)  This prayer is desirable because it is God’s will for our function as royal priests.



(6)  This prayer is advantageous to us because it maintains our virtue and values in the face of the antagonism of the unbeliever trapped in Satan’s cosmic system.


e.  This prayer is always acceptable and pleasing to God.



(1)  It is acceptable to God because it is a right prayer, prayed for the right reasons, and seeking the right result—the salvation of the unbeliever.



(2)  It is pleasing to God because it is obedience to His will, desire, and perfect plan for human history and the function of our royal priesthood.

2.  “in the opinion of God our Savior,”

a.  Who evaluates and judges our prayers for their worthiness?  Jesus Christ our Savior.

b.  God the Father receives our prayers, but they are evaluated by “God our Savior”, who is the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  Jesus Christ evaluates everything in our spiritual life.  He is our judge, our evaluator.


d.  It is the opinion and judgment of the Lord Jesus Christ that matters most to God the Father.  Therefore, His opinion should matter the most to us as well.


e.  When it comes to matters of salvation, God the Father seeks the opinion of Jesus Christ; for as the One who went to the cross and provided eternal salvation, His opinion is the only opinion that counts with God the Father.

f.  Therefore, Jesus Christ’s opinion concerning our prayers for the salvation of the unbeliever is that they are perfect divine good and totally acceptable to God.
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