1 Timothy 2:15



- is the contrasting use of the postpositive conjunction DE, in which it is used to set up a contrast with the previous statement that the woman came into the state of transgression and remained there.  It can be translated “However.”  The contrast is between what man did in his fall and what God did about man’s sinfulness in His plan for the human race.  With this we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place or that a state will be.


The passive voice indicates that the woman in the Garden of Eden and by extension all members of the human race receive the action of being saved through God’s plan to have salvation occur through the advent of Jesus Christ as a real member of the human race.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact about the future.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency (the ablative indicates the personal agent—Jesus Christ—who performs the action of saving) expressed by a verb in the passive voice—SWIZW) from the feminine singular article and noun TEKNOGONIA, which means “through the agency of child-bearing.”  This ends the parenthesis begun in verse 11 and continued up to this point.  How do we know this?  Because the subject in the next verb changes from the third person singular “she” to the third person plural “they.”  This third person plural verb goes back to the feminine plural noun GUNE in verse 10.
“However, she shall be saved through the agency of child-bearing.),”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and maybe they will and maybe they won’t.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb MENW, which means “to continue, remain, or abide.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of living the spiritual life into a single whole and regards it as a state or condition without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  It is simply assumed as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Christian women professing devotion to God produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to indicate a potential based upon the volitional decisions of the women involved.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the passive sense of the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “in doctrine” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “virtue-love,” emphasizing our reciprocal love for God as the motivation for our unconditional impersonal love for all mankind.  This is followed by the explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the locative masculine singular noun HAGIASMOS, which means “sanctification” and refers to our experiential sanctification by the execution of the will of God in living the spiritual life of the Church Age.
“if they continue in doctrine and virtue-love; that is, [experiential] sanctification”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of association (or possibly the ablative of manner) from the feminine singular noun SWPHROSUNĒ, which means “(1) soundness of mind, reasonableness, rationality ‘rational words’ Acts 26:25; (2) practice of prudence, good judgment, moderation, self-control as exercise of care and intelligence appropriate to circumstances, especially as a woman’s virtue, decency, and chastity.”

“with stability of mind [good judgment, self-control].”

1 Tim 2:15 corrected translation
“However, she shall be saved through the agency of child-bearing.), if they continue in doctrine and virtue-love; that is, [experiential] sanctification associated with stability of mind [good judgment, self-control].”
Explanation:
1.  “However, she shall be saved through the agency of child-bearing.),”

a.  It would have made more sense to have verse 15 end here with the rest of this verse in a verse 16.  Then people could easily recognize the parenthesis and make a correct interpretation of the passage.


b.  Therefore, let’s look first at the parenthesis.  It says (verses 11-15a, “(The woman must learn in silence with full subordination.  Moreover I do not permit a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over a man but to be in silence.  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  In addition Adam was not deceived, but, although the woman had been deceived, she came into the state of transgression.  However, she shall be saved through the agency of child-bearing.)”

c.  It is easy to see that this is one connected thought that flows logically.

d.  This statement does not teach that women who have children are automatically saved.  That is an old Catholic Church heresy, false doctrine, and a complete lie of Satan.

e.  This is saying that the woman in the Garden of Eden would be saved from her original sin and creation of the sin nature by the judgment of having to bear children, which would result in the eventual creation of the humanity of Jesus Christ, who would bear her sins and provide eternal salvation for her.


f.  God could not provide salvation for mankind unless there was a qualified mediator between God and man.  That mediator had to be equal with both parties in the mediation.  Therefore, one of the members of the Trinity had to become a true human being to be equal with both God and man.  The second person of the Trinity, our Lord Jesus Christ volunteered to do this.


g.  The only way our Lord could become true humanity was through a virgin pregnancy and birth.  He had to have half of His genetic material provided by a true human being (the mother of His humanity, Mary) and the other half of His genetic material provided by the Holy Spirit, so that it was uncontaminated with a sin nature (which was created by Adam when he committed his original sin).

h.  Therefore, only by God becoming true humanity through child birth, the same method by which all men enter into the world (with the exception of the first two people, who had to be created from the hand of God), could salvation be provided for the woman.


i.  The woman came into the state of transgression through her own volition and desires.  However, she is saved through bringing the Savior into the world, which had nothing to do with her volition.  Mary had no volitional choice in the matter of the Savior coming through her.  It was God’s will to use her, because she was the perfect choice of a woman to be the mother of the humanity of our Lord.

j.  We also see God’s grace and sense of humor here.  The woman brings sin into the world, but also brings the Savior of sin into the world.


k.  Giving birth should be a reminder to every woman of the original sin of the woman in the Garden in rejecting the love of God.  However, giving birth should also be a reminder to every woman of what our Lord had to suffer to provide eternal salvation.  And most importantly, giving birth should remind every woman that the Savior has come into the world and that salvation has been provided for any woman who will believe in Him.

2.  “if they continue in doctrine and virtue-love, that is, [experiential] sanctification”

a.  For this clause to make sense in the context we have to remove the parenthesis and look at the complete sentence by itself.  It says in verses 9-10, 15b, “Likewise, [I want] women to adorn themselves by means of acceptable, well arranged clothing associated with self-respect and good judgment, not with emphasis on high fashion hair styling and golden jewelry, either pearls or expensive clothing, but what is proper and suitable for women professing devotion to God, through intrinsically good accomplishments, if they continue in doctrine and virtue-love, that is, [experiential] sanctification associated with stability of mind.”

b.  It is easy to see that this is also one connected thought that flows logically.

c.  The problem arises when pastors, theologians, and exegetes don’t see the parenthetical thought and try to make the idea of the parenthesis flow into the idea outside the parenthesis.  The result is the false doctrine that women are saved through bearing children instead of through faith in Christ.


d.  So Paul’s main thought line here is that he wants women to adorn themselves with Bible doctrine and virtue-love.

e.  The woman has the choice of being preoccupied with high fashion, jewels, hair-styling, etc. or being preoccupied with the execution of the spiritual life.


f.  Can a woman do both?  Probably.  But that would take a really rare woman, and most of you would never make it.  The lure of the cosmic system is too strong for us not to get caught up in its lusts, desires, competitions, and distractions.


g.  One of Satan’s greatest distractions to women is fashion, style, looks, beauty, etc.  This is not to imply that you shouldn’t do things to make yourself attractive and well-groomed.  Far from it.  However, the issue is priorities in life.


h.  If Bible doctrine, reciprocal love for God, unconditional love for others; that is, the execution of the unique spiritual life of the Church, which produces experiential sanctification, are your priorities in life, then you will be dressed in the finest fashions of the spiritual life.


i.  If you pay no attention to these things, then you may be dressed in all the high fashions of the cosmic system, but you will still look horrible in your inner being.

j.  Clothes and jewels, fashion and styling can hide a lot of faults in a woman, but they cannot hide an ugly soul.


k.  The soul without doctrine, which means no reciprocal love for God or unconditional love for others from integrity and honor, is not only ugly, but repulsive.


l.  Notice that the beauty of a woman is not in her overt appearance, but in her soul.  Shallow men and women never understand this point, and if they do understand it, they don’t really believe it.  That’s why we see men drooling over so-called ‘beautiful’ women with really repulsive personalities.

m.  For a woman to truly be beautiful it takes a lot of hard work—not in the bathroom, but in the classroom of the local church.


n.  Notice that the woman must continue in doctrine and virtue-love.  She never gets any rest.  If she wants to continue to be truly beautiful to others, she has to continue to be positive to doctrine.  If she wants to continue to be truly beautiful to others, she has to continue to develop and increase her personal love for God.  If she wants to continue to be truly lovely in other people’s eyes, she has to continue to execute the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.


o.  All women have a certain amount of natural beauty, but the real beauty of a woman is her genuine humility, respect for authority (especially her respect for men), her love for the written word and her love for the Living Word, Jesus Christ.

p.  Experiential sanctification is one of three sanctifications in the spiritual life of the believers.


(1)  Positional sanctification occurs at the moment we believe in Christ, when we are entered into union with Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit called the baptism of the Spirit.  This is not an experience, but a state of being, which is true for all members of the royal family of God who believe in Christ during this dispensation.



(2)  Ultimate sanctification occurs at the exit resurrection of the Church, when each of us receives a resurrection body at the return of Christ to the atmosphere above the earth, as described in 1 Thes 4.



(3)  Experiential sanctification occurs throughout our spiritual life on earth by the following things occurring:




(a)  Our continued use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 to be filled with the Spirit.




(b)  Our continued positive volition to the teaching of God’s word, so that we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.




(c)  Our continued reciprocal love for God, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love, because He first loved us.”



(d)  Our continued manifestation of virtue, honor, and integrity toward others through the function of unconditional love for all people.




(e)  Our continued execution of the will of God through obedience to His will, plan, and purpose for our life by using the spiritual problem solving devices He has provided for us.

q.  When the woman produces all the things in her life (that is, in her soul) to fulfill experiential sanctification, she attains the status described by Paul in the word PLĒROMA=being filled with all the fullness of God.  She becomes a winner believer and an invisible hero.  This woman is the most beautiful woman on earth to God, to her husband man, and is a marvel to other men and women.

r.  This woman is described in Prov 31:10-31, especially verse 30, “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.”
3.  “associated with stability of mind [good judgment, self-control].”

a.  The woman in the Garden of Eden prior to her fall lost her stability of mind or soundness of mind, reasonableness, rationality, good judgment, and self-control.

b.  The same thing happens to every Christian woman who does not continue in doctrine and the virtue-love of experiential sanctification.

c.  The great inner beauty of the woman is found in her stability of mind, her reasonableness, her good judgment, and her self-control.


d.  Women with these qualities of thinking are not controlled by their emotions.  They use their emotions to enjoy the proper things in life, but are not controlled by their emotions, so that they become unstable in their thinking, unreasonable, and irrational.

e.  The rational woman is beautiful.


f.  The woman with good judgment is beautiful.


g.  The woman with self-control is beautiful.


h.  These are the thing the right man should be looking for in you, not your overt appearance.


i.  Overt appearance is often a deception to keep men from seeing your lack of good judgment, lack of self-control, and lack of rationality.  Some men are temporarily blinded by the woman’s beauty, but that does not last long and they get over it very quickly and start looking for what is underneath.  I have often heard an overtly beautiful woman bemoan the fact that men aren’t interested in them or don’t stay interested in them.  The reason is because they have no inner beauty, no rational thought, no good judgment, or no self-control.  Some people call them ‘air-heads.’


j.  Paul’s point here is that the woman should adorn herself with rational thinking, good judgment, self-control; that is, mental stability, which is the acceptable, well arranged clothing of the soul.

k.  This requires that the woman remain positive to doctrine and growing in grace.  There is no other system for the Christian woman to become beautiful.  Satan’s counterfeit is high fashion, expensive hair-styling, gold, jewels, and all the beauty products you can lavish on yourself.


l.  One system focuses on the exterior, while the other focuses on the interior.  Where is your focus?
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