1 Timothy 2:10



- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “that which” or “what.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PREPW, which means “be fitting, be seemly/suitable Heb 2:10; 7:26; 1 Tim 2:10; Tit 2:1; Eph 5:3; it is fitting, proper, right Mt 3:15; 1 Cor 11:13.”
  Then we have the dative of advantage from the feminine plural noun GUNĒ, which means “for women.”
“but what is proper and suitable for women”
- is the appositional dative feminine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which has two meanings “to declare to do something with the implication of obligation to carry out what is stated, promise, offer of God: promise something Rom 4:21; Tit 1:2; Jam 1:12, 2:5; (2) to claim to be well-accomplished in something, profess, lay claim to, give oneself out as an expert in something 1 Tim 6:21.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—women producing the action of professing devotion to God.

The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun THEOSEBEIA, which means “reverence for God or set of beliefs and practices relating to interest in God, piety, godliness 1 Ti 2:10.”
  It refers to having respect and reverence for God, and devotion to God, which are characteristics of reciprocal love for God.
“professing devotion to God,”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter plural noun EGRON, meaning “deeds, works, accomplishments” and the neuter plural adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good (of intrinsic value).”  The phrase is translated:
“through intrinsically good accomplishments.”
1 Tim 2:10 corrected translation
“but what is proper and suitable for women professing devotion to God, through intrinsically good accomplishments.”
Explanation:
1.  “but what is proper and suitable for women”

a.  The entire sentence says: “Likewise, [I want] women to adorn themselves by means of acceptable, well arranged clothing associated with self-respect and good judgment, not with emphasis on high fashion hair styling and golden jewelry, either pearls or expensive clothing, but what is proper and suitable for women professing devotion to God, through intrinsically good accomplishments.”

b.  Women adorn themselves with what is proper and suitable for their own advantage.  Paul wanted Christian women to adorn themselves with what is proper and suitable in their soul first, which would then be reflected in how they dressed overtly.  The proper and suitable adornment for the Christian woman is virtue in the soul.


c.  Virtue in the soul comes from doctrine circulating in our stream of conscious thoughts.  The virtue and values of the word of God must first adorn the soul before the woman will be dressed properly to be seen in public.  A Christian woman without the proper attire covering her soul will be completely inappropriately dressed for a public appearance.

d.  Instead of high fashion, expensive dresses, and lots of jewelry a woman should cover herself with the diamond studded gown of the word of God, the pearl of great price, and the pure gold of the word of God.  These are the proper and suitable things for a Christian woman to wear in public.  To be seen in public in anything less than Bible doctrine in the soul is to show everyone the nakedness of your sin nature.


e.  When a Christian woman goes into public, she shows off either the inner beauty of her soul from the word of God or the ugliness of her sin nature from preoccupation with emphasis on high fashion and expensive jewelry.

2.  “professing devotion to God,”

a.  There are a lot of so-called Christian women, who profess devotion to God.  The word THEOSEBEIA refers to having respect and reverence for God, and devotion to God, which are characteristics of reciprocal love for God.

b.  These women talk a good fight, but they don’t necessarily dress properly for the fight.  They claim respect for God, but have no self-respect.  They claim devotion to God, but instead are devoted to their own desires and pleasures.  They claim reverence for God, but only care about what other people think of them.


c.  They are not devoted to God; they are devoted to themselves, to the approbation of others, and to the attention of others.  They say one thing, but live another thing.  This is called hypocrisy.  There are ‘Christian’ women who go to church merely to be seen and/or be admired by others.  Some women go to church only to get the attention of other women or some man.  They do so through their attire and fashion.  They are not interested in God or the word of God.  They are preoccupied with self and others.

d  They talk about loving God, but they only care about what others think of them and how they look.  It is just as bad for a Christian woman to go to church and not care at all how she looks, so that she looks shaggy, unkempt, disheveled, rumpled, untidy, and scruffy.  She also professes devotion to God, but demonstrates no respect for his authority, since she is violating the principle of this command by Paul.
3.  “through intrinsically good accomplishments.”

a.  Christian women adorn themselves through intrinsically good accomplishments.

b.  This prepositional phrase goes with the main part of the sentence in the previous verse, so that the essence of the thought is as follows: “I want women to adorn themselves with self-respect and good judgment through intrinsically good accomplishments.”

c.  Paul completes his thought and has done so by weaving a metaphor into the structure of his sentence in such a way that the two lines of thought become inseparably united.


d.  The physical line of thought deals with the overt dress and appearance of the woman.  But the spiritual line of thought deals with the inner beauty of the woman.  The inner beauty of self-respect and good judgment will manifest itself in intrinsically good accomplishments.


e.  Intrinsically good accomplishments are the good deeds of divine good produced under the enabling power of God the Holy Spirit.  Divine good is the overt dress, appearance, and high fashion of the spiritually mature women with self-respect, respect for God, devotion to God, good judgment, and reciprocal love for God.

f.  Intrinsically good accomplishments manifest good judgment and respect for the authority of the word of God in the soul.  Intrinsically good accomplishments adorn the soul with self-respect and respect for God.  Intrinsically good accomplishments of divine good are only produced after a believer puts on personal love for God as the best dressed soul in town.
4.  Related Scripture.


a.  Mt 6:25, “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?”

b.  Rom 13:14, “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and stop making provision for your flesh [old sin nature] with reference to its lusts.”

c.  Eph 4:24, “and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”

d.  This inner beauty is described in detail in Col 3:10-15, “and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of full-knowledge according to the image of the One who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ is all things and in all [members of the royal family].  Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance], putting up with one another and forgiving each other, if anyone has a complaint; just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].  But above all these things put on virtue-love, which is the bond of completeness.  Furthermore, let the prosperity of Christ rule in your hearts for which prosperity you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”
5.  Some Principles of Inner Beauty in the Woman.


a.  A woman’s real beauty is her inner beauty from the Bible doctrine in her soul, “with stability of thinking.”

b.  The more Bible doctrine in the soul, the more beautiful she becomes from the divine viewpoint.  There is no such thing as true beauty in the woman apart from Bible doctrine in the soul.


c.  The mature woman always possesses inner beauty, and that compensates for any lack of physical beauty.


d.  Overt grooming only compliments the inner beauty.  Overt beauty without Bible doctrine becomes a facade for good and evil.  Therefore, overt beauty is meaningless without inner beauty.


e.  The woman’s inner beauty demands respect.


f.  When a woman has inner beauty from Bible doctrine, she is respected in the same way that the aristocratic code of gentlemen always respects womanhood: with impeccable manners.  Therefore, this is a greater incentive for the lady to advance to spiritual maturity.


g.  Respect for womanhood is automatic in a society where women have inner beauty.  You instinctively develop good manners in a society of women with inner beauty.  They are inspiring, a pleasure to be around, and stimulating when they have divine viewpoint.  However, without that mental attitude, they are petty, implacable, vindictive, and vicious with their tongues.

h.  The inner beauty of the woman comes from her humility.

i.  1 Tim 5:6 describes the woman with no inner beauty, “But she who lives in wanton pleasure is dead while she lives.”  The worst thing that can happen to any man is to fall in love with a woman who lives in wanton pleasure.  “Wanton” means sexual lawlessness, unrestrained, headstrong and willful in pleasure, socially competitive and unrestrained, vulnerable to flattery, provocative flirtatiousness.  Everything in her life centers on collecting men and approbation.  A dead soul is a woman in reaction, who responds to other men in flirtation, approbation, and sex.  Everything is physical; therefore, she often becomes involved in alcohol and drugs.  She has lost the greatness of her inner beauty—the integrity protection of her soul.

j.    As a responder the woman enhances her natural beauty and charm with inner beauty of the soul.  Obedience is not demeaning to that woman.  The woman who practices the three arrogance skills will never get close to inner beauty.

k.  The inner beauty of the woman results from her spiritual life.  The enhancement of the woman’s inner beauty results from her personal love functioning on the basis of integrity.

l.  The woman persuades a man without a word by her inner beauty as a responder.

m.  No wife is ever going to have inner beauty and true spiritual greatness unless she recognizes the authority of her husband.  Therefore, the wife must possess inner beauty, which results from her spiritual life under the filling of the Holy Spirit and momentum from doctrine circulating in her thoughts through the filling of the Spirit.

n.  When a woman reacts to the man she loves, a vacuum is created in her soul which drains the inner beauty right out of her soul.

o.  The spiritual woman does not neglect good taste in outer appearance, but she has inner beauty to reinforce that good taste.  Wives should not neglect their overt appearance; however, the emphasis is always on inner beauty.  Good grooming plus inner beauty of the soul is irresistible to the husband.  Your values must first emphasize inner beauty, but never neglect your grooming.

p.  The woman’s inner beauty includes the following:



(1)  Self-consciousness, because spiritual self-confidence and occupation with Christ exist rather than whining and mewing self-pity.



(2)  Doctrine in the soul becomes obedience to her husband from the function of unconditional love as the integrity protection of her personal love response to her husband.



(3)  Volition makes decisions regarding her husband on the basis of the divine rules for marriage rather than human viewpoint.



(4)  The woman’s inner beauty is designed by God to execute the plan of God and fulfill her responsibility to her husband from doctrine in the stream of consciousness.



(5)  The quite spirit is freedom from arrogance, humility from the function of the spiritual life.  The quiet spirit is the stability of the soul in the spiritual life, which lives in harmony with others and avoids the arrogance function of reaction, so that the channel of response to her husband is never closed by the arrogance skills.



(6)  Loss of values means loss of coalescence of souls in marriage, so that even sex in marriage is a hypocrisy of a twisted soul; for reacting to someone you love results in responding to the wrong person.


(7)  The virtue of inner beauty keeps the woman from holding back her soul while giving her body to her husband.  Virtue is always free from hypocrisy.

q.  Respect is a great combination of grace orientation and humility, which produces the most fantastic inner beauty in the woman.

r.  God created the woman to have inner beauty as the basis for civilization and the only basis for a virtuous culture.  The inner beauty of the woman is an inspiration in so many ways and the highest motivation men can have.

s.  In summary, while the woman has an exterior beauty from her dress, makeup, jewelry, and good taste, her real and greatest beauty is inner beauty from Bible doctrine and its application.  Inner beauty is a mental attitude that increases with each stage of spiritual growth.  The real quality that makes a woman a lady is the inner beauty that comes from perception and application of doctrine.


 
(a)  Overt grooming complements inner beauty of the Christian lady who has attained spiritual adulthood.  It is never spiritual to neglect grooming.  It’s not a sign of sacrifice to God, but merely sloppy thinking from legalism.  So Christianity emphasizes the inner beauty of the woman, but does not neglect her overt grooming.  Overt beauty without inner beauty of doctrine is an empty dark house: beautiful on the outside but haunted on the inside.



(b)  The application:  a woman with inner beauty demands our respect and gets it.


(c)  Every Christian woman has her very own invisible spiritual assets, prepared for her by God the Father in eternity past, which provides her with God’s equal opportunity.



(d)  In our Anglo‑Saxon heritage, the woman is considered superior, not equal, to the man.  Add to this the viewpoint of Christian doctrine, that the woman is loved, respected, appreciated, and the object of all chivalry and good manners.



(e)  The one who attains inner beauty, spiritual self-confidence, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity has the complete admiration and respect of all.  She is the jewel of society, great in every area of life.
6.  Peter’s great passage on inner beauty, 1 Pet 3:3-7


a.  1 Pet 3:3, “Your adornment must not be merely external braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;



(1)  Coalescence of souls from integrity love is far more important than physical beauty and attraction.



(2)  Beauty should not come from external appearance only, but from the soul.



(3)  Good grooming plus inner beauty of the soul is irresistible to the husband.  Therefore, your spiritual values must emphasize inner beauty, but at the same time not reject the adornment of the outer person.


b.  1 Pet 3:4, “but the hidden person of the heart associated with the imperishable quality of a humble and quiet spirit, which has great value in the sight of God.”


(1)  The inner beauty of the soul is defined in terms of the spiritual life of the Christian wife.



(2)  The heart is the right side of the soul, which circulates learned Bible doctrine or EPIGNWSIS throughout the soul.  Doctrine becomes part of our vocabulary, categories, memory center, frame of reference, conscience, momentum, wisdom, and the mirror of the soul.



(3)  Without humility there can be no inner beauty.  The Greek word PRAUS denotes a soothing, patient, calm person with those who are irritated; composure that avoids bitterness and all of the sins of reaction.  Inner beauty is the only beauty that gets better with age.



(4)  When a woman reacts to the man she loves, a vacuum is created in her soul, so that the spiritual problem solving devices are neglected and she loses her inner beauty.  This causes the woman to become vulnerable to flattery from other men.  Therefore, reacting to someone she loves often results in responding to the wrong person or persons.  A woman who uses reaction as a means of punishing someone she loves destroys her own inner beauty.  She loses all of her values related to the spiritual life.  The result is transferring her love-respect from her husband to the deceptive praise of another man.



(5)  Loss of values means loss of coalescence of souls in marriage.  Loss of values means even sex in marriage becomes a hypocrisy.  For example, the wife may be having sex with her husband but be thinking of someone else to whom she has a temporary transfer of affection.


c.  1 Pet 3:5, “For in this way in former times holy women [believers] also, who had confidence in God, kept adorning themselves, being submissive to their own husbands;”


(1)  Peter gives us the Old Testament illustration of inner beauty.  A holy woman is one who was set apart unto God, that is, a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It does not mean someone who is boring and dull.



(2)  Hope is confidence in God.  Hope as confidence in God is part of the function of the faith-rest drill (claiming a promise of God and resting on it), which was the focus of the spiritual life of the Old Testament.



(3)  These holy women kept making themselves attractive to their husbands by submission to the authority of their husbands.  The woman was created as a responder, so that living under the authority of their husbands was not considered demeaning.  A woman who says I am not going to obey my husband is out of fellowship, a carnal believer, and will die the sin unto death.


d.  1 Pet 3:6, “like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him lord, you have become her daughters, if you do what is intrinsic good, and if you do not fear any intimidation.”


(1)  Fear always sees the problem; faith always sees the solution.  If we go through life in a state of fear, we are intimidated by life.  If we are intimidated by life, we will never have any inner beauty.  Inner beauty is far greater than any overt beauty.



(2)  Ps 56:3, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in You.”  We put your trust in the Lord and refuse to be intimidated.  Great believers are those do not live by fear, and therefore, cannot be intimidated by fear.  All of us have to pass the intimidation test a number of times.




(a)  The more things we surrender to fear, the more things we fear.




(b)  The extent to which we surrender to fear, the greater our capacity for fear.




(c)  The greater our capacity for fear, the more we increase the power of fear in our life.




(d)  The more we increase the power of fear in our life, the greater our failure to focus on the problems of life rather than the solutions; therefore, we ignore or reject divine solutions.




(e)  Fear is preoccupation with the problem of intimidations of life that produce fear, worry, or anxiety.




(f)  When stress overruns the command post of our soul, the carnal believer fulfills the principle that believers who live by fear are intimidated by fear throughout their life.  If we are intimidated by fear, we will never execute the spiritual life, and we will spend our entire life under divine discipline.




(g)  Fear is preoccupation with the problem; faith concentrates on the divine solution.




(h)  The elative conclusion of 2 Cor 12:9 is that the divine solution is the only solution; the human solution is no solution.




(i)  Fear is an emotional sin; therefore irrational.  Fear is a major distraction to the deployment and use of God’s problem solving devices in the soul.  Fear is a sin of arrogance; therefore it results in the function of the arrogance skills: self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.




(j)  Fear in the soul is controlled, resolved, and eliminated by the advance of problem solving devices related to virtue-love.  Fear does not exist in virtue-love.  2 Tim 1:7, “God has not given to us the spirit of fear, but of power [the two power options of the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul] and of virtue-love and of good judgment.”  1 Jn 4:18, “Fear does not exist in virtue-love, but virtue-love drives out fear because fear has its own form of punishment.  And the person who fears has not been matured in virtue-love.”


(3)  Sarah had great overt beauty, Gen 12:10-16.  Her original name was Sarai, which means “to be contentious” and she was in every possible way until she grew up spiritually, when God changed her name to “Sarah,” which means princess, Gen 17:15.  She was always argumentative, always had to be right, always involved in controversy and having her own way.  She got away with her contentiousness because of her overt beauty.  When she finally got her inner beauty, she obeyed Abraham and called him `lord.’  She adorned her soul with Bible doctrine, a beauty far greater than her overt beauty.  The husband has to have this adornment of the soul as well.
7.  The Beautiful Woman.


a.  Women are not all beautiful overtly.  But every born again woman can be beautiful in the soul, where it counts and where it lasts.  There is nothing more beautiful than the woman with inner beauty.

b.  Women who are physically beautiful often have a handicap in life, because they often are so arrogant they have no values of any kind.  They are dependent on their beauty and lust for flattery and attention of men.  They are self-destructive.  The greatest tragedy that can come to these women is to depend on their beauty, to live for flattery, and to have no values beyond their own self-absorption.  They are totally repulsive and do not even know it.  They always become losers in their spiritual life.


c.  A woman who is naturally beautiful has a reflected beauty.  But a woman who has beauty in her soul has a projected beauty.  A smart man will never be attracted to reflected beauty but to projected beauty.  Many women with reflected beauty become arrogant and develop magnificent hypocrisy to cover their ugly soul.  It is important for a woman to look into the mirror of the word of God and see projected beauty.  When a woman looks into a mirror and sees reflected beauty, this can be a distraction to her.


d.  1 Tim 2:9-15.


(1)  There are four points in this passage.




(a)  The principle of feminine pulchritude, v. 9.




(b)  The principle of feminine spirituality—part one, v. 10.




(c)  The parenthesis, v.11-15a.  There are four parts to this parenthesis: the woman in church, vv. 11-12, the woman at creation, v. 13, the woman in the fall, v. 14, the woman’s metamorphosis, v. 15a.




(d)  The principle of feminine spirituality—part two, v. 15b.



(2)  Any woman can make herself beautiful by inner beauty.  The Greek noun SOPHROSUNĒ means rational without illusion, reasonable, proper or virtuous conduct, decency, chastity.  It refers to the function and coordination of the various parts of the soul.  This includes tremendous knowledge and humility.  SOPHROSUNĒ is the inner beauty of the woman’s soul from living inside the integrity envelope.



(3)  A body reflects beauty, a soul projects beauty.  Reflected beauty results from birth, from genetics.  The born again woman can have the most fantastic inner beauty that more than compensates for any defects in her reflected beauty.  Projected beauty is the result of the new birth and experiential sanctification.



(4)  There is nothing wrong with wearing braided hair, gold, pearls, or expensive clothing.  These things are not the issue in beauty.  Emphasis must be placed on the inner beauty of the soul.



(5)  This passage emphasizes the fact that what a woman wears to cover or decorate her body is not as important as the inner beauty or her soul.  Beauty is not in the body.  It is in the soul.  Inner beauty produces its own light and projects it from the soul.



(6)  The imperatival infinitive of the verb KOSMEW recognizes the fact that while all women are not born beautiful, there is something in the plan for the Church that will make them very beautiful.  Feminine pulchritude is not the same in all women through physical birth, but with regeneration every woman has the same opportunity to obey the mandate to make herself beautiful through the four spiritual mechanics of the plan of God.  The issue of beauty or attractiveness is doctrine in the soul rather than pulchritude in the body.



(7)  As goes your spiritual life, so goes your marriage.  As goes your spiritual life, so goes your inner beauty.  Since born again women are mandated to make themselves beautiful regardless of their natural features, it is obvious that this divine command cannot be fulfilled through emphasis on exterior beauty.  Life in the integrity envelope eventuates in projecting beauty in contrast to overt reflected beauty.  Only projected beauty of the soul has permanence to stand the ravages of time.  Reflected beauty is destroyed by age and dissipation.



(8)  Clothes and accessories do not make the woman, but the woman very often makes the clothes and the accessories.  An ugly soul in a beautiful body destroys reflected beauty and ruins the impression of good grooming.  Spiritual pulchritude is far superior to physical beauty.  Grace beauty of the soul is far more impressive than the inherent and cultivated beauty of face and body.  The projected glory of God in the soul of the mature believer is far greater than the narcisstic glamour of reflected concinnity (to be well put together, the harmony of overt beauty).  The reflected beauty of face and beauty all too often tragically combine with an empty and ugly soul.  Having physical beauty and being well dressed has never been mandated as part of the spiritual life and cannot be used as a substitute for the thinking of the spiritual life.



(9)  A woman is ugly when she has no respect for authority.   The Greek word THEOSEBEIA means respect for God and refers to personal love for God.



(10)  The two parts of the feminine spirituality without the parenthesis says, “but what becomes protocol for women who are being offered respect for God by means of intrinsic good production, if they continue in doctrine and virtue love and sanctification associated with inner beauty.”


(11)  We all learn in silence.  We learn by listening or reading.  Silence means concentration on what is being taught.  We cannot learn while we are talking.  Total submissiveness means concentration under the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Total submissiveness is the filling of the Holy Spirit, which does not cause reaction.  We learn through acceptance of the authority of the one who is teaching.  We only learn to the extent that we listen and accept the authority of the one who is teaching.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 861). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 356). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 452). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
9

