1 Timothy 2:1



- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, which means “Therefore.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to urge strongly, appeal to, urge, exhort, encourage.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which indicates what Paul asks as a general maxim without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the neuter singular as the adjective PRWTOS, used as “an adverb of degree, meaning: in the first place, above all, especially Rom 1:16; 2:9f; Acts 3:26; 2 Pet 1:20; 3:3; 2 Cor 8:5; 1 Tim 2:1.”
  With this we have the partitive genitive or partitive ablative neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “of all.”
“Therefore, I urge first of all”
- is the present passive infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make, to produce: be made.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a very widespread practice or custom.


The passive voice indicates that the entreaties, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings receive the action of being made on behalf of all mankind.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating Paul’s purpose in making an urgent request for prayers, entreaties, etc., for all mankind.  It is translated with the word “that.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun DEĒSIS, which means “entreaty as an urgent request to meet a need.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “prayers.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun ENTEUXIS, which means “intercessions or intercessory prayers.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun EUCHARISTIA, which means “thanksgivings.”
“that entreaties, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made”
- is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural adjective PAS and noun ANTHRWPOS, “indicating that an activity or event is in some entity’s interest, for, in/on behalf of, for the sake of”
 all men or “all mankind.”
“on behalf of all mankind.”
1 Tim 2:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, I urge first of all that entreaties, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made on behalf of all mankind.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, I urge first of all”

a.  Paul begins a new topic in his letter with an inferential conclusion from what he has previously said.

b.  He has just turned over to Satan for punishment two men in the Ephesian congregation, who are probably pastor-teachers.  Now he urges that Timothy and the believers in the congregation pray on behalf of all men, which includes these two men.

c.  We can pray for those under divine discipline, but not that the divine discipline will be removed.  The only way that can happen is by the believer under discipline using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.


d.  The most important Christian service that every believer can perform is prayer.



(1)  Every believer has the privilege of prayer as a member of the royal priesthood.



(2)  Every believer has the responsibility of prayer as a royal ambassador.



(3)  Every believer has access to the Father by being in union with Christ.



(4)  Every believer has the power to pray through the filling of the Holy Spirit.


e.  Prayer is one of our most important invisible spiritual assets in the spiritual life.



(1)  Prayer provides God with the opportunity to act on behalf of the believer’s requests as a function of God’s love and grace.



(2)  God would not give us commands, entreaties, urgent requests, and exhortations to prayer unless the function of prayer had a dynamic impact in the angelic conflict, and it does.



(3)  God is free to do anything He wants in compatibility with His essence.  However, God also respects the rules of the angelic conflict, so that Satan may receive a fair trial in his appeal.  Some of the rules of the trial involve how, when, and where God can intervene in the life of a person and in His control of human history.  God plays by the rules.  Imagine this: what if one of the rules of the angelic conflict is that God has promised not to act on our behalf unless we ask Him to?  That should motivate prayer.  Remember the statement in Scripture, “You do not receive, because you to do not ask”?


(4)  Prayer can and does make a difference in what God does or does not do, because God has promised to hear and answer the prayers of the righteous.  Therefore, our prayers have a definite effect on what God chooses to do or not do as a part of the resolution of the angelic conflict.



(5)  This makes prayer a critical component of our spiritual life, our personal sense of destiny, our personal love for God, and our occupation with Christ. 

d.  Therefore, Paul states a general principle that includes all mankind, but is applied in different ways for four different categories of mankind.  Those categories are then further listed by Paul in the nouns that follow.
2.  “that entreaties, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made”

a.  The first category is entreaty.


(1)  This is prayer for the unbeliever or believer.  It is asking that God do something for someone else.  However, our prayers for unbelievers are somewhat limited.


(2)  Entreaty is asking God to make the gospel available to the unbeliever, and then making it crystal clear to him once he hears it.  We cannot ask God to make the unbeliever believe in Christ; for that is asking God to coerce the volition of the unbeliever, which is a definite violation of the rules of the appeal trial.



(3)  However, we can ask God to be patient and gracious to the unbeliever, and keep on giving him continued opportunities to hear the gospel presented, so that he will have absolutely no excuse at the Last Judgment.

b.  The second category is prayers.



(1)  For example, these are prayers for those in authority, prayers for both believers and unbelievers in many general areas of life.


(2)  With regard to other believers who reject the word of God our prayers are limited.  We cannot ask God to make them positive, but we can ask that they might objectively understand the importance of the word of God and God’s will for their life to grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(3)  There is not much we can do by way of prayer for the negative believer.  But we can ask that they might find their right pastor, that they might clearly understand the consequences of their negative volition, and that God do everything He can to help them see how much He loves them and how He has extended His grace to them.


c.  The third category is intercessions.



(1)  This is prayer for positive believers in need, whether spiritual or carnal, whether baby believer or mature believer.



(2)  All positive believers need our prayers for them, so that they may receive grace from the Lord in time of disaster, whether personal or national.



(3)  Prayer for others is asking for God’s help for them, not necessarily to alleviate the suffering or remove the crisis, but to help them apply the word of God to their circumstances in order to handle the problems of life. 

d.  The fourth category is thanksgivings.



(1)  This category is prayer for those who are positive to doctrine as mature believers and invisible spiritual heroes.



(2)  This is prayer to God thanking Him for those in PLĒRWMA status and spiritual maturity.  The Greek word PLĒRWMA means ‘to be filled up with all fullness’.  This refers to mature believers, who are filled up with all the fullness of God, as mentioned in Eph 3.


(3)  All believers should always be thankful for PLĒRWMA believers, because Jesus Christ controls history specifically to bless them.



(4)  God does everything He can to bless the mature believer, and that blessing overflows to others in blessing by association.  Therefore, the rest of us should always be thankful to God for those who are a blessing to us by association.
3.  “on behalf of all mankind.”

a.  Prayers for others are always more important than prayers for self.

b.  God knows our needs and loves us so much that we, who are positive to His word and His will, will lack for nothing.

c.  However, our prayers for self do not have the significance in the angelic conflict as our prayers for others.  This is why prayers for others should be a much higher priority than prayers for self.


d.  Prayer for others is part of the proper protocol of prayer.  Intercessory prayer for others must be accomplished before we ask for our own needs.


e.  This is not to imply that we should not ask for our own needs (not wants).  We should; we need to.  But the emphasis should always be on our prayer for others first


f.  Praying for all mankind is a function of objectivity and a demonstration of the unconditional love of God for all.

g.  If the only people we pray for are those we love or those who love us, then we missed the point of this verse.


h.  God knows that we will pray for those we love.  The question is: ‘Do you or will you pray for all those in need?’  Certainly the unbeliever is in need of hearing the gospel.  The negative believer is in need of hearing the word of God taught accurately.  The suffering positive believer is in need of help from God.  And the mature believer continues to need the protection and guidance of the Lord, just as much as the rest of us.

4.  The believer has the privilege of intercessory prayer.


a.  One of the greatest acts of intercession for an entire nation was made by Moses, Ex 32:9-16 and Num 14:11-12.


b.  Jesus Christ on the Cross prayed in Lk 23:34 the greatest intercessory prayers of all time, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”

c.  Prayer is a part of Christian service, and as such, prayer must comply with the doctrinal principles of Christian service.  Since every believer is in full time Christian service, he should express in prayer the concepts related to that service.  Therefore, his intercession for others will be divine good rather than human good or dead works.  The principles of Christian service apply to every prayer just as much as they do to witnessing or to the fact that our job is a part of Christian service.

d.    Therefore, prayer is one of the most powerful and effective functions in all of history.  Prayer is an invisible power directed toward invisible God in relationship to our invisible assets.  Prayer is most effective when used by believers who have attained spiritual maturity.

e.  In spiritual childhood our prayers are not very effective because most of our petitions are related to self and our intercessions are only for those people we like.  But all intercessory prayers must be impersonal; that is, based upon the unconditional integrity and virtue of the Christian life.  The great power in intercessory prayer is unconditional virtuous love.
5.    The Dynamics of Intercessory Prayer.


a.  The prayer of Elijah on Mount Carmel demonstrates the power of intercessory prayer for the nation, 1 Kg 18:42‑46; Jam 5:16‑18.


b.  The power of prevailing prayer was exercised in the early church on behalf of Peter, who was in prison and about to be executed.  Acts 12:5, “So Peter was being kept in prison, but fervent prayer was made for him to God by the church.”  The result of this prayer was Peter’s dramatic deliverance.  He was chained between two Roman soldiers.  But with every Roman guard asleep, Peter simply walked out of the prison following that angel.  All the Roman soldiers were executed for this; they were so evil that it was their time to die.


c.  Prayer for unbelievers is legitimate and a part of our dynamics in intercessory prayer.  Remember not to attempt to violate the unbeliever’s volition by asking God to make them believe in Christ.  Rom 10:1, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them [Jews] is for their salvation.”  Do not let anyone tell you that you cannot pray for the unsaved.


d.  Prayer for unknown believers in mentioned in Col 1:3‑12.  This is a demonstration of the power of unconditional love in spiritual autonomy, because believers in spiritual autonomy have great motivation to pray for those who are enemies and for those who are unknown.  This demonstrates the functional virtue of unconditional love, and therefore, the status of spiritual autonomy.


e.  The true Lord’s prayer is found in Jn 17, the most phenomenal prayer ever made.  The disciples’ prayer of Mt 6:9ff is a prayer only for Israel during Christ’s incarnation.  It asks for the institution of His millennial reign, and cannot be fulfilled until the Second Advent.  Therefore, it doesn’t apply in the Church Age.


f.  The dynamics of Paul’s intercessory prayers are seen in Eph 1:15‑23 and 3:14‑21.


g.  The love of God provides the solution and the means of effective intercession through the grace of God.
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