1 Timothy 1:6



- is the ablative of source from the feminine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “from which” and referring back to the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ (=virtue-love).  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “certain men” or “some men” and referring to certain pastor-teachers.  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb ASTOCHEW, which means “literally ‘to miss something you aim at’; it came to be used metaphorically of the inner life in the sense of going astray by departing from spiritual standards: to miss, fail, deviate, depart, go astray 1 Tim 1:6; 6:21; 2 Tim 2:18.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the negative volition of reversionistic pastors and regards from the standpoint of its completed result.  This completed aspect of the verb is brought out in the translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that certain reversionistic pastors produce the action of missing the mark of the spiritual life—virtue-love.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.  These men miss the mark of virtue-love as the central issue of the spiritual life before they turn to teaching false doctrine.
“From which [virtue-love] some [pastors], having deviated,”
- is the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EKTREPW, which means “to turn to, to turn away, or to turn from.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the action as a past historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that these reversionistic pastors receive the action of turning away from virtue-love as the important issue of the spiritual life to other false doctrines.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the feminine singular noun MATAIOLOGIA.


1.  This word is a combination of the word and 

2.  The word means: what is said, word, report, teaching, instruction, doctrine.


3.  The word  means: being of no use, idle, empty, fruitless, useless, powerless, lacking truth, foolish thoughts 1 Cor 3:20; 1 Pet 1:18; and is similar to the noun MATAIOTĒS, which means “state of being without use or value, emptiness, futility, purposelessness, transitoriness; ‘walk with their minds fixed on futile things’ Eph 4:17; ‘high-sounding but empty words’ 2 Pet 2:18.”


4.  The word means: empty, fruitless talk, fruitless discussion, idle talk.”

“have turned to empty teaching,”
1 Tim 1:6 corrected translation
“From which [virtue-love] some [pastors], having deviated, have turned to empty teaching,”
Explanation:
1.  “From which [virtue-love] some [pastors], having deviated,”

a.  Paul now introduces another major problem that had begun to spring up in some of the local churches.  There were pastor-teachers, who lost focus on the most important issue of the Christian life—virtue love.  These pastors rejected the love of God for the believer and the reciprocal love of the believer for God as the most important aspect of the spiritual life.


b.  When we reject the truth, it creates a vacuum.  The errors, lies, deception, and false teaching of Satan’s cosmic system immediately are sucked into the void.

c.  No one is immune to succumbing to false teaching.  If it can happen to pastors, then it can certainly happen to anyone else.


d.  There are pastors who deviated from the infallible word of God.  They do so by arrogance.  They have some “new thought” that they believe is wonderful.  They are distracted by their “new doctrine” and make it the central issue of the spiritual life.  In so doing, they forget that God’s love of the believer and the believer’s love for God is the most important doctrine of the word of God.


e.  Therefore, these pastors deviate from the importance of God’s personal love for us.  In turn they deviate from the importance of our personal love in response to God.  Reversionism is deviation from the love of God in our thinking.  In reversionism we reject those things which we should love and turn to those false things that we think we love, but which do nothing but harm us.



(1)  Reversionism begins with reaction to some circumstance of life, whether it is a person we know, or unfair treatment at work, or some sort of disaster (personal or national).



(2)  This reaction results in a frantic search for happiness.  The believer tries to find something else to stimulate and excite them; that is, something that they think will make them happy.



(3)  When this frantic search for happiness fails (and it always fails), the frustration of the initial reaction intensifies, so that the believer reacts even more than before.


(4)  Further reaction results in even greater frustration and unhappiness.  At this point emotion takes over control of the soul and the believer enters into emotional revolt of the soul, in which they make their emotion the criteria of their spiritual life.


(5)  The result of this intensified reaction and emotional revolt of the soul is negative volition to the word and will of God and deliberate disobedience to the will of God in an even more intense search for happiness.



(6)  This negative volition and deliberate rejection of the will of God results in blackout of the soul, in which the believer forgets the correct doctrines he has previously learned.  This is the point at which this pastor loses focus on the importance of virtue-love in the spiritual life.



(7)  The blackout of the soul produces perpetual carnality, in which the believer fails to acknowledge personal sins to God and be forgiven.  The result is scar tissue of the soul, also called ‘hardness of heart’ in the Scripture.  At this point the believer covers the true doctrine they have learned with so much false doctrine from the cosmic system that nothing from the word of God can get through to their soul.


(8)  The final stage in reversionism is rejecting all true objects of love and loving everything that is false, wrong, and worthless in the spiritual life.  At this point the believer rejects the love of God as of no importance in life.  He or she stops loving God or even caring about what God thinks.  This person has no capacity for love, no unconditional love for others, no integrity, no virtue, no honor, and nothing of value in the spiritual life.  He or she has become a loser believer.

f.  When reversionism occurs in a pastor, he stops focusing on the importance of personal love for God and unconditional love for others in his own life, and this eventually shows up in his teaching.  The result is that the pastor starts teaching other things unrelated to the word of God.

2.  “have turned to empty teaching,”

a.  Paul describes the teaching of the reversionist pastor as “empty, useless, worthless talking, instruction, and teaching.”  It is a waste of time listening to them.  They have nothing worthwhile to say.  The reversionistic pastor becomes a teacher of emptiness.  He has nothing to say worth listening to.  His teaching is empty of any accurate content.  It is all human viewpoint academic speculation.


b.  The reversionistic pastor has no choice.  If he rejects Bible doctrine, then he has nothing left to teach except the concepts of the cosmic system.

c.  Therefore, what is this empty teaching?


(1)  It is the anthropocentric academic speculation we discussed in the last verse.



(2)  It includes all the imaginations, speculations, myths, and fanciful stories the pastor can come up with.



(3)  It includes emotional stories designed to make people feel certain ways or to motivate them to commit to various courses of action.



(4)  It includes discussions on psychology, interpersonal dynamics, team building, political correctness, diversity training, sensitivity training, and whatever the latest psychological fad might be.



(5)  It includes instruction on world dynamics, global and local politics, and social dynamics such as utopian socialism.


(6)  It includes the so-called “higher criticism” of religious intellectualism, which denies the inerrancy of Scripture and speculates on how redactors and editors threw the Scriptures together piecemeal.


g.  This empty teaching knows nothing of:



(1)  The uniqueness of the spiritual life of the Church Age.



(2)  The divine dispensations of human history.


(3)  The invisible assets of the spiritual life.



(4)  The problem solving devices of the spiritual life.



(5)  The unique relationship of the believer with Christ and the ramifications and importance of that unique relationship.



(6)  The escrow blessings for time and eternity.



(7)  The importance and significance of testing and suffering for blessing in life.


(8)  The nature of the angelic conflict and the believer’s relation to it.



(9)  The royal family honor code.



(10)  The importance and dynamics of God’s personal love for us.



(11)  The importance and dynamics of our reciprocal love for God.

3.  Paul mentioned the same thing to Titus in his letter to him, Tit 1:7-11, “For the guardian [pastor-teacher] must be blameless as the public official of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not an alcoholic, not a bully, not greedy, but hospitable, someone who loves intrinsic good, prudent [thoughtful/self-controlled], just [honest, righteous], pleasing to God, self-disciplined, holding firmly to the true doctrine on the basis of instruction, in order that he might be able both to exhort in the sphere of sound teaching and to expose those who oppose.  For many [pastors] are disobedient-rebellious, those who have nothing to say and deceivers, especially those who [are] out from the circumcision, who it is necessary to silence, who are the kind that destroy entire families, teaching things which it is not necessary for the sake of dishonest profit.”

a.  Paul gives us some of the key characteristics of pastors who are false teachers.



(1)  They do not diligently study and teach the word of God.  In some cases they are just plain lazy.


(2)  They rebel against the authority of God and the word of God.



(a)  In most cases they reject what the word of God says because it does not agree with their pre-conceived beliefs.  It is essential that any pastor come to the word of God with an open mind.  We cannot study the word of God with a pre-conceived theology.



(b)  We must come to the word of God with our pre-conceived understanding of what is clearly and accurately taught in Scripture and be prepared to learn new things based upon the truth we already know.



(3)  False teachers have nothing of importance to say.  They deceive others with what they do say.

 

(4)  All accurate teaching is based upon a correct understanding of who and what God is.  The essence of God is the yardstick against which all other doctrines must be measured.  If a new doctrine violates the righteousness of God or justice of God, then it is obviously a wrong doctrine.  This requires some difficult thinking on the part of the pastor before he stands up and speaks.  Paul’s criticism here of these false pastors is that they are unwilling to spend the time to get their theology correct before speaking.  They are depending upon the theology of the Mosaic Law and looking at Church Age doctrine through the filter of the Mosaic Law.  This distorts the Law and the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  This is exactly what Covenant Theology does.



(5)  In order to accept their own ideas and notions as correct, the false teacher has to reject the authority of God.  He does so in three areas: the will of God, the word of God, and the delegated authority of God.




(a)  The will of God for every pastor is to faithfully study and accurately present the mind of Christ.  Some pastors just cannot do this.  They are afraid of what people might think or say if they told them the truth.




(b)  Therefore, many pastors refuse to teach certain things that might offend someone in the congregation or hurt their feelings, or make them angry and upset.




(c)  The false teacher justifies their unwillingness to confront the congregation with the accurate teaching of the Scripture and let God the Holy Spirit deal with the situation by making excuses for why it is not in the best interest of the local church to teach this or that.




(d)  The result is that most pastors tell their congregations what they want to hear rather than what they need to know.  This leads directly into the second problem of rejection of the authority of the word of God.




(e)  Knowing what the Scripture says, the false pastor is afraid to speak the truth and hold his congregation accountable for what they believe.  In order to justify self, the false teacher declares that the Scripture is incorrect in this passage, or that we have a corrupt text, or that scholars disagree so much that the passage cannot be trusted.  They all make false excuses to justify their false teaching.




(f)  In Paul’s time, reversionistic pastors used rejection of the apostles as their convenient excuse.  Their thinking went something like this:  “Paul is a man, not God.  Paul makes mistakes.  This is obvious by how he used to kill Christians.  Paul is a Jew and a Pharisee at that.  Therefore, he has always believed in the Mosaic Law, more than most men.  So when someone writes a letter saying that Paul says that a man is saved apart from the Law, obviously this letter is not really from Paul, and therefore, not really a part of the Scripture.  The rest of the letter might be from him, but not that part.”  Modern day “scholars” do the same thing.  Today it is called Form Criticism and Redaction Criticism.  Both reject the authority of the word of God and the message of the apostle.




(g)  If a false teacher cannot attack the word of God directly, he does so indirectly by attacking the person who teaches the Word.  This is exactly what the Judaizers did to Paul.  This is exactly what critics of accurate Bible teachers do today.  It is not the man, but the message.  If false teachers and critics cannot defeat the message, then they turn on the man and discredit his character.


b.  False teachers have nothing of importance to say.



(1)  If a pastor does not study the word of God, then he has nothing of importance to say.



(2)  The only real communication that is of any importance is what God thinks and why.



(3)  The pastor in reversionism is not prepared to tell anyone else what God thinks.  He does not know because he does not care and does not study to find out.



(4)  This pastor can only tell you what he thinks about a certain topic.  He can give you his opinions rather than God’s thoughts.  This is why Isa 65:2 says, “I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts.”



(5)  False teachers and reversionistic pastors deceive others with what they do say.



(a)  Jer 29:8, “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream.’”




(b)  Rom 16:18, “For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own emotion; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”




(c)  1 Cor 3:18, “Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.”




(d)  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”




(e)  2 Thes 2:3, “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.”




(f)  1 Jn 2:26, “These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.”



(6)  The key ingredient to false teachers is that they are attempting to deceive those to whom they speak.  Satan is the father of deception.  All deception from false teachers and reversionistic pastors is satanic.

4.  Peter had a few things to say about these reversionistic pastors and false teachers.
2 Pet 2:1 “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves,”

2 Pet 2:2 “nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”

2 Pet 2:3 “and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”

2 Pet 2:12 “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”

2 Pet 2:13 “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you,”

2 Pet 2:14 “having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”

2 Pet 2:15 “Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness,”

2 Pet 2:17 “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”

2 Pet 2:18 “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”

2 Pet 2:19 “promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”

2 Pet 2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”

2 Pet 2:21 “For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”
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