1 Timothy 1:19



- is the nominative masculine second person singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have, own in the sense to possess or contain in the following ways:


(1) to possess something that is under one’s control: own, possess Eph 5:5; 2 Cor 6:10; 1 Cor 4:7; 2 Cor 8:11;

(2)  to have in the sense: to hold in one’s charge or keeping; hold the keys Rev 1:18; 3:7; the money-box Jn 12:6; 13:29; to contain something: have, possess, of the whole in relation to its parts;

(3)  to have at hand, have at one’s disposal have; ‘have houses (at one’s disposal)’ 1 Cor 11:22; Phil 2:20; Jn 5:7;

(4)  to have within oneself have; ‘have someone in one’s heart’ Phil 1:7; ‘have a sentence of death within oneself’2 Cor 1:9.”

We have the word of God within ourselves, that is, within our soul.  We hold or possess Bible doctrine in our soul.  We have Bible doctrine at our disposal.  Therefore the translation to have and hold is an excellent expression of the idea here as long as we remember the connotations of the meanings of the verb.

The present tense is a progressive and customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to continue throughout our spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that Timothy is expected to produce the action, just as God expects all of us to do this.


The participle is used as an imperative, which was an idiom unique to the Koine Greek after 50 AD.  This is called the imperatival use of the participle, in which the participle functions like the imperative mood in a finite verb.  It should be translated as a command, “Keep having and holding…”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular passive sense of the noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine” and referring to the word of God or Bible doctrine that we have and hold in our soul.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good” in the same sense as we use the English phrase “a clear conscience.”  With the adjective we have the feminine singular noun SUNEIDĒSIS, meaning “conscience.”
“Keep having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience,”
- is the appositional accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to “doctrine and a clear conscience” just mentioned.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “certain ones” and referring to those believers in perpetual carnality, Christian degeneracy, or reversionism.  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist middle participle from the verb APWTHEW, which means “to no longer pay attention to previous beliefs—‘to refuse to listen to, to reject.’”
   Literally it means “to push aside Acts 7:27; and figuratively to reject, repudiate Acts 7:39 the word of God (Jer 23:17) 13:46; 1 Tim 1:19; Rom 11:1f.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past action as a fact from the standpoint of its completion.


The middle voice emphasizes the subject, certain reversionistic believers, as being intimately and personally involved in producing the action.  The middle voice holds them personally responsible for their decisions and actions of rejecting the word of God.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.

“which [doctrine] certain ones, having rejected,”
- is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article, used as a third person personal pronoun and translated “their” and referring to the “certain ones” previously mentioned, and noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense and meaning “that which is believed, body of faith/belief/teaching Rom 1:5; Gal 1:23; 3:23–25; 1 Tim 1:19; 4:1, 6; 6:10, 21; 2 Tim 2:18.”
  The phrase is translated “with reference to, with regard to, or concerning their doctrine.”  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb NAUAGEW, which means “to live through a ship’s destruction, suffer shipwreck, come to ruin; 2 Cor 11:25; 1 Tim 1:19.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which presents the action in its entirety as a past historical fact with emphasis on its continuing results.

The active voice indicates that these reversionistic believers have produced the action of ruining and destroying their own spiritual lives by their bad decisions.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.”
1 Tim 1:19 corrected translation
“Keep having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience, which [doctrine] certain ones, having rejected, have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  “Keep having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience,”

a.  Paul continues with another command, which should be automatic for any man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and any believer positive to doctrine, who is executing the spiritual life.

b.  Paul demands that Timothy (and by extension all of us) have and hold to the teaching of the word of God.

c.  This means we are to own and possess the word of God as something that is under our own control.



(1)  The word of God is given to the royal family of the Church Age as one of our invisible assets.



(2)  It is also one of our two power options.



(3)  We own and possess doctrine as our own asset by believing what is taught.



(4)  Once we believe the word of God, God the Holy Spirit makes it a permanent part of our soul.  For example, it becomes a permanent part of our frame of reference, our memory center, our wisdom, and the values we can apply to life.



(5)  We possess the word of God as the most valuable asset we have.  Therefore, it only makes sense that Paul would encourage Timothy to keep on having and holding this asset in his soul.

d.  This means to hold in one’s charge or keeping.


(1)  Timothy had an additional responsibility beyond the ordinary believer as a pastor-teacher to keep the accurate and correct meaning and teaching of the word of God.



(2)  The correct and accurate meaning of the word of God was entrusted to Paul for safe keeping, and he in turn entrusts it to Timothy.



(3)  Timothy will in turn entrust the accurate and correct teaching of the word of God to those men under his authority with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


e.  This ‘having’ means to have at one’s disposal.


(1)  Paul wants Timothy to have Bible doctrine in his soul always ready at his disposal for correct teaching and instruction of others.


(2)  Paul describes this concept in more detail in his next letter to Timothy, 2 Tim 4:1-2, “I solemnly command you, Timothy, …proclaim [teach] the Word; be alert [stick to study of the word] when it is convenient and when it is not convenient; discipline [publicly], reprimand [privately], encourage [comfort] by means of steadfastness and by means of doctrine.”

f.  This ‘having’ means to have within oneself.


(1)  The word of God is something each of us can have within ourselves.



(2)  No one can put doctrine in our soul but us.  We do so by positive volition.



(3)  No one can remove doctrine from our soul but us.  We do so by negative volition.


(4)  Paul expected Timothy to always have the most valuable and precious asset of the spiritual life within himself, so that he could execute the will of God himself, and then be able to teach others how to do so as well.

g.  By executing the first command of having and holding the word of God in his soul, Timothy will also execute the second command of having a clear conscience.



(1)  We only have a good or clear conscience by having good and clear norms and standards in our conscience.



(2)  We only have a good or clear conscience by learning and believing the norms and standards of God from the teaching of the word of God.



(3)  Once we have the standards of God in our conscience, which are the standards of absolute good, then and only then can we live by those absolute standards and have a clear conscience before God.



(4)  Therefore, Paul’s command to Timothy was to learn the word of God, so that he would have the absolute standards of the word of God in his soul, which would result in his teaching and living by those standards.



(5)  In this manner Timothy would have a clear conscience with regard to knowing and living the spiritual life according to the will of God.



(6)  By so doing Timothy would be able to stand up before those who reject the word of God in Ephesus and dogmatically tell them that they were wrong and that their values do not line up with the clear and accurate teaching of the word of God.

2.  “which [doctrine] certain ones, having rejected,”

a.  There were certain believers in Ephesus that had rejected Bible doctrine as their number one priority in life.  They were both false-teachers and those who listened to them.

b.  There were certain believers in Ephesus that went into reversionism or Christian degeneracy, because of their rejection of the word of God.

c.  There were certain believers in Ephesus that rejected the authority of Timothy as their pastor-teacher and God’s representative to that church.


d.  A description of the conditions in the local church at Ephesus thirty years later as a result of these reversionists and the effects of what Paul wrote here is given in Rev 2:1-6.

2:1  To the messenger [pastor] of the church in Ephesus write: ‘He [Jesus Christ] Who has empowered the seven stars [pastor-teachers] on His right hand, the One Who keeps walking in the middle of the seven golden lampstands [local churches] communicates these things,

2:2  “I have known your accomplishments, both your strenuous effort and your perseverance [in the spiritual life], furthermore you are not able to tolerate categories of evil, and you have tested those who allege to be apostles, and are not, and you have discovered them false;

2:3  furthermore, you keep having perseverance and you have endured because of my name, and have not fainted under pressure [momentum tests].

2:4  I hold this against you: you have forsaken your most important love [occupation with Christ, personal love for God].
2:5  Therefore, remember from what state you have fallen [reversionism], and change your mind [rebound], and execute the most important production [spiritual growth], otherwise if you do not change your mind, I will come to you [in discipline] and I will remove your lampstand [local church] from its place.

2:6  At least you have this in your favor, namely that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which deeds I also hate.”

e.  The Nicolaitans.



(1)  “The Nicolaitans were followers of a deviant form of Christianity in Asia Minor, who were sharply condemned by John in his letters to Ephesus (Rev 2:6) and Pergamum (2:15). The church in Ephesus is commended for its rejection of the Nicolaitans, who may stand in some relationship to the ‘false apostles’ of verse 2.  The group had gained a foothold, however, in Pergamum where, like Balaam of old, it encouraged the people to practice idolatry and sexual immorality (cf. Num 25:1–3; 31:16).  Since the same practices were rampant in Thyatira, because of the influence of a certain prophetess ‘Jezebel’ (Rev 2:20), it is probable that the Nicolaitans, though not mentioned explicitly, were active there as well.


(2)  The Nicolaitans were more probably advocates of an antinomian life-style, flaunting their ‘freedom’ in a manner not unlike that of certain elements in the church at Corinth (cf. also the antinomian ‘followers of Balaam’ in 2 Pet 2:15; Jude 11).  The passage has several hints that the antinomian practice of the Nicolaitans might have been the fruit of a deeper doctrinal deviancy. The emphasis on ‘teaching,’ together with their claim to ‘know the deep things of Satan’ (verse 24), suggests that Irenaeus was correct in characterizing the Nicolaitans as a proto-Gnostic group.


(3)  Patristic references (Irenaeus, Tertullian, Hippolytus, Clement, and Eusebius) appear to imply the existence in the late second century of a libertine Gnostic group known as Nicolaitans.  The most that can be reasonably conjectured is that the ‘Nicolaitans’ were absorbed into some second-century manifestation of Gnosticism.”


f.  A believer in Ephesus named Nicolaus rejected the authority of Timothy as the pastor-teacher.  He formed a clique of other believers, who were sick of the teaching of doctrine and just wanted to have ‘fun’.  So this group formed and then began doing things together, socializing together, having parties together.  After a while two things happened, they got more and more involved in antinomian activities and began to believe and advocate false doctrine.  They went into reversionism and tried to take over the church.  They were opposed successfully by the leadership of the church through the correct doctrinal teaching.  Having failed to take over the church, they split off to form their own ‘church’ and were eventually and gradually absorbed into second century Gnosticism.


g.  This pattern of negative volition began with the rejection of doctrine, manifest in their rejection of the authority of their pastor-teacher, and resulted in the formation of a cult that eventually faded into history with the sin unto death of its followers.


h.  This group of reversionists rejected the authority of Paul, Timothy, Tychicus (the pastor-teacher at Ephesus while Timothy was with Paul during his first and last imprisonment, Eph 6:21-22, “Now in order that you may also come to know about my circumstances, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister for the Lord, he will make everything known to you, whom I have sent face to face with you for this very same purpose, in order that you may come to know about us and that he may encourage [comfort] your hearts.”), the apostle John, and the current pastor-teacher at Ephesus when John wrote Rev 2:1-7.
3.  “have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.”

a.  We have to reject doctrine before we can destroy our own spiritual life (the action of the aorist participle—having rejected—precedes the action of the main verb—have suffered shipwreck).

b.  Suffering shipwreck is analogous to failure in the spiritual life, that is, failure to execute God’s will for our life as a believer.  It does not refer to loss of salvation.

c.  Notice that Bible doctrine—learning the word of God—is the issue in the spiritual life.


d.  Our attitude toward Bible doctrine makes or breaks us in the spiritual life.


e.  We will either carry our cargo of Bible doctrine in our soul to the safe harbor of heaven or we will be shipwrecked in the cosmic system and lose our entire cargo in the process.  It all depends on how we steer the ship, and no one is steering the ship but us.


f.  There are plenty of storms during the journey that attempt to throw us off course and cause us to abandon ship and give up on the journey, but God has also provided an anchor in the soul to keep us safe in those storms, Heb 6:19, “This confidence we have as an anchor of the soul, a confidence both sure and steadfast.”

g.  Suffering shipwreck is a metaphor for reversionism and/or Christian degeneracy, and is one of many biblical phrases or terms for reversionism.



(1)  Gal 5:4, “drifting off course from grace.”  



(2)  Phil 3:18, “the enemy of the cross.”


(3)  Jer 9:25-26, “uncircumcised of heart.”


(4)  Heb 12:15, “falling from grace” means total malfunction of any grace operation, and total ignorance of the grace policy of God in the plan of God.


(5)  2 Pet 2:7-8, “the tortured soul.”


(6)  2 Pet 2:14, “the unstable soul.”


(7)  Rev 2:5, “fallen.”


(8)  Rev 2:4, “left your first love.”


(9)  Rev 3:15-16, “lukewarm.”
    

(10)  1 Tim 1:19, “shipwrecked.”
    

(11)  Jn 15:23, “He who hates Me [Jesus Christ], also hates My Father.”
    

(12)  1 Pet 5:8, “Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”  “Devouring” is accomplished when we change our priorities by reverse process reversionism or Christian degeneracy.

    

(13)  2 Tim 2:26, “they have entered the devil’s trap.”

h.  The believer in this stage is described in several ways.

 

(1)  The enemy of God, Jas 4:4.



(2)  Spiritual schizophrenia, “double-minded,” Jam 4:8.



(3)  Anti or against Christ, 1 Jn 2:18, 22, 4:3; 2 Jn 7.



(4)  Disciple of the devil, 1 Jn 3:8,10.

i.  A few characteristics of Christian reversionism and degeneracy.


(1)  Everything that is worthwhile and valuable in life is rejected; everything that is useless and nonsense is accepted.  Prolonged residence in Satan’s cosmic system causes a complete reversal of all mandates, all priorities, and all norms and standards related to the plan of God.



(2)  Christian degeneracy reaches its peak in reversionism.  The believer cannot be distinguished in any way from an unbeliever, though he cannot lose his salvation.



(3)  In reversionism, degeneracy is defined as decline from the normal standards of the plan of God.  Therefore, the believer totally reverts from the divine standards found in the word of God.



(4)  The believer in moral degeneracy declines from the normal standards of the plan and will of God and sinks into such sub-normal standards of legalism and increased self-righteous arrogance.


(5)  The believer in immoral degeneracy declines from the normal standards of the plan and will of God and sinks into the sub-normal standards of antinomianism (lawlessness) and increased pre-occupation with self, justification of self, and self-deception.



(6)  The reversionist faces in the opposite direction spiritually.



(7)  Reversionism is the reversal of objects of love and priorities in life.  Bonafide objects of love and priorities, which include doctrine, personal love for God the Father, occupation with Christ, having a right pastor, right spouse, and right friends are all reversed.  In reversionism, pseudo-love objects replace biblical priorities.



(8)  The believer reverses the objects of his love, attention, concentration, and priorities.  Rev 2:4-5 describes this as “leaving your first love.”  The first love refers to the Lord Jesus Christ as both the living Word and the written word or doctrine.



(9)  Reversionism leaves a true object and gravitates toward a pseudo-love object.  The believer rejects everything related to true love and God.  His standards are antithetical to those of the word of God.  



(10)  He seeks his own personal glory instead of the love of God and for God.  He seeks any false lover instead of his right woman.  He seeks anyone who can help him or that he can use, instead of true friends.  He or she has a total reversal of all true objects of love.



(11)  Christian degeneracy blots out and reverses all of the mandates of the word of God.  This is why Paul tells Timothy these believers have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.”
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