1 Timothy 1:13
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- is the accusative neuter singular from the article and adjective PROTEROS, which in the neuter case is used as an adverb, meaning “before, once, formerly Jn 6:62; 7:50; 9:8; 1 Tim 1:13; Gal 4:13.”
  This is followed by the accusative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  It looks at the state or condition of Paul at the time of the previous aorist participle of TITHĒMI (in the last verse), when he was appointed into service by the Lord.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of being what he was prior to salvation.


The participle is a concessive participle, which indicates the unfavorable circumstances despite which the action of our Lord in the previous participle takes place.  It is translated “though being.”
Then we have the predicate accusative from the masculine singular adjective BLASPHĒMOS, which means “defaming, denigrating, demeaning; to pronounce a demeaning judgment 2 Pet 2:11, but when used of a person it means a slanderer 1 Tim 1:13; 2 Tim 3:2.”
  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate accusative from the masculine singular noun DIWKTĒS, which means “a persecutor.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the predicate accusative from the masculine singular noun HUBRISTĒS, which means “a violent, insolent person, also used by Paul in Rom 1:30.”
“though formerly being blasphemous and a persecutor and a violent, insolent person.”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” with the first person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb ELEEW, which means “to find or be shown mercy Mt 5:7; Rom 11:30f; 1 Tim 1:13, 16; 1 Pet 2:10; 1 Cor 7:25; 2 Cor 4:1.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which emphasizes the past historical fact of what God did for Paul at salvation and thereafter.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of Paul’s life.
“But, I was shown mercy”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” with the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb AGNOEW, which means “to be uninformed about, not to know, be ignorant (of) Rom 2:4; 6:3; 7:1; Rom 1:13; 11:25; 1 Cor 10:1; 12:1; 1 Thes 4:13; 2 Cor 1:8; 2:11; and used absolutely: I did it in ignorance 1 Tim 1:13.”


The present tense is a static present, which states the condition or state of Paul as an unbeliever.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of being ignorant as an unbeliever.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which indicates that the action in the past was a fact, a state, a condition without beginning, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of doing what he did.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of Paul doing things as an unbeliever in a state of ignorance.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun APISTIA, which means “unwillingness to commit oneself to another or respond positively to the other’s words or actions, lack of belief, unbelief Mt 13:58; Mk 6:6; 9:24; Rom 4:20; 11:20, 23; Heb 3:19; while I was still an unbeliever 1 Tim 1:13.”

“because being ignorant I acted in unbelief.”

1 Tim 1:13 corrected translation
“though formerly being blasphemous and a persecutor and a violent, insolent person.  But I was shown mercy, because being ignorant I acted in unbelief.”
Explanation:
1.  “though formerly being blasphemous and a persecutor and a violent, insolent person.”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “I keep on having grace by the One who keeps on strengthening me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He considered me faithful, having appointed me for the purpose of service, though formerly being blasphemous and a persecutor and a violent, insolent person.  But I was shown mercy, because being ignorant I acted in unbelief.”

b.  Paul continues his sentence begun in the last verse by adding an additional thought regarding his status, when the Lord appointed him to be an apostle.

c.  Our Lord appointed Paul as an apostle even though Paul had formerly been a slanderous critic of God, a persecutor of the Church, and a violent, insolent person.


d.  Paul was a slanderous critic of God.



(1)  As a Pharisee Saul would never blaspheme God.  Yet he did.  The last thing any Pharisee would ever do would be to say anything derogatory about God.



(2)  But Saul was a vociferous and raucous critic of Christians.  He slandered and maligned anyone that had anything to do with the blasphemer Jesus.



(3)  As far as Saul was concerned Jesus was anything but the Christ.  He was an evil imitation of the true Messiah, who was yet to come and took every opportunity to let other Jews know this.



(4)  There were not enough slanderous things that Saul could say about Jesus and anyone who followed him.



(5)  To Saul, Jesus was a bastard, an arrogant loud mouth magician, and false prophet of Satan.  There was no way that Jesus loved God the Father or had any relationship with the Holy Spirit.


(6)  For Saul, Jesus was nothing more than a renegade Jewish criminal who deserved a much more horrible death than He received.


e.  Paul was a persecutor.



(1)  As a Pharisee Saul could never persecute a fellow Jew.  He was not permitted to because of the statement in the Law, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” Lev 19:18.


(2)  However, Saul was a violent and vocal persecutor of all those who believed in Christ, and they were Jews.


(3)  Therefore, Saul had to rationalize to himself that those who believed in Christ were not true Jews, and therefore, not worthy of being considered his ‘neighbors’.



(4)  Instead of being his neighbors, Christians were the enemies of God and Saul saw himself as God’s appointed instrument to wipe them off the face of the earth.  Saul was a true Jewish terrorist, and those he terrorized were Christians.



(5)  Saul’s persecution of believers is well documented by Scripture.



(a)  Acts 8:1-3, “Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death.  And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him.  But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”




(b)  Acts 9:1-2, “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.”



(c)  ACT 9:13, “But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem.”



(d)  Acts 9:21, “All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, ‘Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’”




(e)  Acts 22:4, “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons,”




(f)  Acts 22:19, “And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in You.’”




(g)  Acts 26:10-11, “And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them.  And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities.”




(h)  1 Cor 15:9, “For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”




(i)  Gal 1:13, “For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it;”




(j)  Phil 3:6, “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;”



(6)  But the most important person that Paul persecuted was the Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 9:4-5, “and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.’”


f.  Paul was a violent, insolent person.



(1)  As we see from the passages just cited, Saul was a very violent person against any Jew who believed in Christ.  He considered them enemies of the nation, contributing to the downfall of Israel as a priest nation to God.


(2)  The word insolent means impudent, rude, and disrespectful.  Saul had no respect for Jesus Christ, or for anyone who believed in Him or followed Him.


(3)  Saul would have gladly spit in Jesus’ face and punched Him as the Roman soldiers had done.  He would have gladly driven the nails into his hands and would have begged for the opportunity to thrust the spear into His chest.

2.  “But I was shown mercy”

a.  In spite of how evil and degenerate Paul was as an unbeliever, God was merciful and gracious to him.

b.  God graced Paul out, just as He has graced out all of us.

c.  God’s nature and essence is to be merciful.


d.  God is love.  The demonstration of God’s love is His willingness to be merciful to His creatures.


e.  The greatest demonstration of this mercy was sending His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be a propitiation for our sins, Rom 5:8.


f.  Mercy is grace in action.  God’s grace acts toward us in providing eternal salvation by the spiritual death of Christ on the cross as a substitute for us.


g.  God does things for all of us, believers and unbelievers, because God is love.


h.  For the unbeliever, God the Father was willing to send His Son to receive the judgment of all personal sins in our place.  God the Son was willing to receive those sins in His own body and be judged for them.


i.  The mercy of God is also His willingness to tolerate the rejection of man, until man changes his mind about the love of God.

j.  Man does not automatically love God.  In fact, in total depravity we naturally ignore God, don’t care about God, carelessly reject Him, and even openly hate Him.


k.  However, the love of God waits patiently as He reveals Himself to us, so that we can come to the point of wanting to know who and what He is.


l.  When we finally want to know about God (God consciousness), then God reveals Himself to us by making the message of the gospel a reality to us.  That message is that God really does love us, and has always loved us, and loved us so much that He sent His Son to provide eternal salvation for us.


m.  The mercy of God waits with honor and integrity, not holding our antagonism toward Him against us, until we recognize that God loves us and has done everything to help us, and we change our minds about the love God has for us.  When this happens we believe in Christ.


n.  The moment we believe in Christ the mercy of God for us as unbelievers becomes the grace of God in action for us as believers, and God does forty things for us immediately.


o.  The mercy of God is related to God’s attitude toward the unbeliever.



(1)  Isa 63:9, “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His love and in His mercy He redeemed them, and He lifted them and carried them all the days of old.”



(2)  Lk 1:50, “And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him.”



(3)  Rom 15:9, “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy, just as it stands written, ‘Because of this I will praise You among the Gentiles and I will sing hymns to Your Person [Jesus Christ].’”


(4)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration, that is, through the renewal of the Holy Spirit.”
3.  “because being ignorant I acted in unbelief.”

a.  Paul is not making an excuse here.  Far from it.  He is stating the fact that he did what he did to Jewish Christians and did not know what he was doing since he was an unbeliever.

b.  This is Paul’s statement to confirm that there was definitely a time when he did not believe in Christ, did not believe that Jesus Christ was God, and did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah.

c.  Because of his complete rejection of Jesus Christ as having anything to do with God, Paul was in a state of ignorance about the person and work of Christ.


d.  He knew that Jesus Christ was a man, that He lived on earth for thirty-three years, and that He died physically and supposedly rose again from the grave.  But Paul refused to believe that Jesus was actually the Son of God come to earth to die spiritually for the sins of mankind.


e.  Paul’s negative volition is what made him ignorant, and being ignorant, Paul made decisions and performed actions that reflected his ignorance and lack of belief.


(1)  Bad actions come from bad decisions.



(2)  Bad decisions come from ignorance of the truth.



(3)  Ignorance of the truth comes from rejection of the truth.



(4)  Rejection of the truth comes from arrogance.


f.  Paul didn’t want to know the truth about Jesus.  He was so full of self-righteous arrogance about how right he already was about Jesus, he wasn’t about to listen to what anyone else had to say.  There was only one person he would listen to and that was the resurrected person of Jesus Christ Himself.


g.  Only the reality of the resurrected Christ speaking face-to-face to him could break the arrogance of ignorance in his soul, and make him stop and think about what he was doing.


h.  The reality of the truth changed Paul’s thinking, which changed his decisions, which changed his actions.


i.  God knew this in eternity past, and therefore, kept on showing mercy to Paul until the day when his arrogance could be broken.
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