1 Timothy 1:12



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, which means “grace.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “I have.”

The present tense is a progressive and descriptive present for what is now going on and continues to occur in Paul’s life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of having grace.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This expression is an idiom of “response to generosity or beneficence, meaning to be grateful to someone Lk 17:9; 2 Tim 1:3; 1 Tim 1:12.”

“I keep on being grateful”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and aorist deponent middle participle from the verb ENDUNAMOW, which means “to cause one to be able to function or do something, strengthen of God or Christ, who give power Phil 4:13; 2 Tim 4:17; 1 Tim 1:12.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “to the One who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of an entire action over the period of Paul’s spiritual life.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning—our Lord Jesus Christ producing the action of strengthened Paul.


The participle is a circumstantial participle, indicating to whom the action of the main verb is carried out.  It is translated “to the One who keeps on strengthening.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to Paul.  Then we have the appositional dative indirect object from the masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, followed by the appositional dative from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Christ Jesus our Lord.”
“to the One who keeps on strengthening me, to Christ Jesus our Lord,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  This is followed by the predicate accusative (which is also one member of this double accusative of personal and impersonal objects) of the masculine singular adjective PISTOS (the impersonal object), which means “faithful.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” (the personal object) and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb HĒGEOMAI, which means “think, consider, or regard.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states the past action as a fact without reference to its beginning, progress, or result.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning, the Lord having produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“because He considered me faithful”
 - is the nominative masculine singular aorist middle participle from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “(1) to put or place in a particular location, lay, put (2) explain (in what figure of speech i.e., how shall I put it?); take off, give up, remove, lay down or give (up) one’s life; show deference to; place before someone, serve; have (in mind), make up (your) minds, they kept in mind, come to think of something, contrive something in one’s mind, Paul resolved; effect something, arrange for something; put (in custody); provide (an example); (2) to lay aside/deposit (money), put aside, store up, deposit; (3) to assign to some task or function, appoint, assign someone to or for (to function as) something Acts 13:47; 1 Tim 2:7; 2 Tim 1:11; to appoint someone to Jn 15:16; in the middle voice with EIS plus the accusative case following it means appoint someone to or for something 1 Tim 1:12.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action into a single whole, but regards it from the emphasis of its results.


The middle voice is a permissive or causative middle, in which the subject (Jesus Christ) permits or causes the action to take place (Paul being appointed to the ministry).  The subject (Jesus Christ) indirectly does something for Himself by means of someone else (Paul).  The words ‘permit’ or ‘cause’ may be used in the translation to convey the idea of this middle voice.

The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb (He considered).  Paul is saying here that the Lord appointed him to the ministry (that is, gave him his spiritual gift of apostleship, which occurred at salvation, before He considered Paul faithful (after his three year evaluation in Arabia).
The direct object of this participle is easily and obviously supplied from the context as the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me,” which was previously used by Paul.  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun DIAKONIA, which means “for the purpose of service, office, ministry.”
“having appointed [me] for the purpose of service,”

1 Tim 1:12 corrected translation
“I keep on being grateful to the One who keeps on strengthening me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He considered me faithful, having appointed [me] for the purpose of service,”
Explanation:
1.  “I keep on being grateful”

a.  This phrase is only used in Scripture by Paul and Luke (compare 2 Tim 1:3).  Both here and in 2 Tim 1:3 it can be translated either literally “I keep on having grace” or “figuratively “I keep on being grateful.”  This expression has a double meaning, and Paul certainly was grateful to the Lord Jesus Christ for all He had done and was continuing to do for him.  But Paul is also emphasizing the grace of God in this process.

b.  Since the verb EUCHARISTEW means “to give thanks,” if Paul wanted to say “I give thanks” he would have used this verb, which was well known to him, being used twenty-four times by him in his other epistles.

c.  The point Paul is making here is not only that he is thankful for being put into service for the Lord, which he most certainly was, and which Timothy most certainly knew, but he is making the point that he was graced out by the Lord.

d.  Timothy knew that Paul was thankful for being an apostle and also that he was graced out by the Lord in the process.  But the believers who opposed Timothy did not know this, and Paul is indirectly writing this to them as well.


e.  The point Paul wants to emphasize is that God’s communicator of doctrine is a product of the grace of God and should be grateful for his commission or appointment as a communicator of God’s Word.



(1)  Most importantly the pastor is appointed by the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  This appointment is a grace appointment because it is given at the point of salvation as a spiritual gift.



(3)  Paul certainly did not earn or deserve to be an apostle of Christ.  His murdering of believers did nothing to qualify him to be appointed as an apostle by our Lord.



(4)  Paul’s conversion, spiritual gift, and spiritual life were strictly a matter of grace.  He did nothing to earn or deserve any of the great blessings given to him.  The same is true for all of us. 

2.  “to the One who keeps on strengthening me, to Christ Jesus our Lord,”

a.  The means of Paul receiving grace and the Person to whom Paul was so grateful was the person of Christ Jesus our Lord, who strengthened Paul spiritually.

b.  How did our Lord strengthen Paul spiritually?  Our Lord kept on strengthening him by ensuring that Paul had the availability of divine power on a daily basis—the power of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in his soul.

c.  Divine power comes in two forms, both of which provide mutual support and coordination in the soul of the believer.



(1)  The power of the filling of God the Holy Spirit.



(2)  The power of the word of God circulating in the stream of conscious thoughts, that is, Bible doctrine in the soul.


d.  These are the two power options of the spiritual life.  They are options because we have to make the right decisions daily to remain filled and influenced by the Spirit (by rejecting the temptations of the sin nature) and to learn God’s word.


e.  Every day of Paul’s spiritual life was a day to be empowered by God the Holy Spirit and to learn and apply the word of God in his soul.  In this manner the Lord Jesus Christ kept on strengthening Paul day after day, week after week, and year after year, just as He does us.

f.  Related Scriptures that teach this same principle:


(1)  Acts 9:22, “But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.”



(2)  1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert; be steadfast in doctrine; be courageous; become strong.”



(3)  2 Cor 12:9, “And then He said to me for my benefit, “My grace has been and still is sufficient for you; for My power has been and still is being accomplished [performed, carried out, fulfilled] in the status of weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will instead take pride in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may reside in me.”



(4)  Eph 3:16-19, “I pray that He [F] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your right lobes through doctrine, when you have been rooted [spiritual self-esteem] and established [spiritual autonomy] with virtue-love.  [I pray that] you may utilize the power to grasp the idea with all the saints: what is the width and length and height and depth [of God’s love], and to come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond gnosis, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”



(5)  Col 1:10-11, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God, because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”



(6)  Phil 4:13, “I have the endowed power to attain all things by means of the One [Holy Spirit] who keeps on pouring the power [Bible doctrine] into me.”


(7)  2 Tim 4:17, “But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth.”
3.  “because He considered me faithful”

a.  Jesus Christ kept on strengthening Paul because our Lord considered Paul faithful.  That doesn’t sound like grace; it sounds like works.  So what is going on here?  And when did the Lord consider Paul faithful so that this took place?

b.  We have to reconstruct the historical events of Paul’s life and then apply what Paul is saying to those events.


(1)  Paul was converted a few days after the appearance of our Lord on the Damascus road, when the scales where lifted from his eyes the moment he believed in Christ.



(2)  At that moment he was appointed by Jesus Christ as an apostle for service to the Lord for the rest of his life.



(3)  Paul explains what happened to him immediately after his conversion in Gal 1:15-17, “But when God, the One who separated me from the womb of my mother and called me through His grace, determined to reveal His Son to me for my benefit, that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to the apostles before me, but I went into Arabia and returned again to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days, but I did not see another of the apostles except Jacob [James], the half-brother of the Lord.”


c.  Paul spent three years in Arabia, in the desert, being taught by the Lord Jesus Christ.  He received the same three year training the other apostles received from the Lord.  Our Lord taught and trained Paul in the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, so he was well prepared to be the apostle to the Gentiles before he ever started teaching doctrine in Antioch.

d.  During this three year training period, Paul had to use his volition every day to learn more doctrine, and he did so faithfully.  It was during this period that our Lord was testing the positive volition of Paul.  He was tested and found faithful.

e.  Therefore, at the end of this three year training period Paul was considered faithful to the Lord and was given permission to go to Jerusalem and meet Peter and James, the Lord’s half brother, two other apostles, who would both become his good friends.

4.  “having appointed [me] for the purpose of service,”

a.  But before Paul was tested and found faithful in the desert of Arabia, he was first appointed as an apostle for service to the Lord.

b.  Notice that being appointed for service doesn’t necessarily mean that a person gets to serve.  What was the condition for effective service?  Faithful positive volition to the teaching and training of the Lord.

c.  A man is appointed by God the Holy Spirit for service to the Lord by being given a spiritual gift at the moment of salvation.  But unless he prepares correctly and is faithful in preparation, the Lord cannot use him.  Satan will gladly use him as a false teacher, but the Lord will not use him.


d.  Faithfulness in the little things means faithfulness in the big things.  Faithfully learning a little Greek here and a little Hebrew there over the period of several years is necessary to be able to faithfully translate the word of God accurately in service to the Lord.  The man who can and will do this will be used by the Lord.  The man who is too lazy to do this will be used by Satan to deceive others and normally does not even realize he is doing so.

e.  Paul is reminding both Timothy and the Ephesian congregation that Timothy was also appointed for the purpose of service to the Lord, and that the Lord considered Timothy faithful and sent him to serve as pastor of the Ephesian church.


f.  Paul is also subtly reminding them that the Lord is strengthening Timothy daily through the same two power options that He has strengthened Paul and continues to strengthen the positive believers in Ephesus.

g.  The same grace extended to Paul is extended to Timothy, the Ephesian believers, and to us.  Phil 4:13, “I have the endowed power [God the Holy Spirit plus Bible doctrine in the soul] to attain all things by means of the One [Holy Spirit] who keeps on pouring the power [Bible doctrine] into me.”
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