1 Thes 5:7


is the postpositive explanatory use of the particle GAR, meaning “For you see.”
 is the articular nominative subject from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb KATHEUDW, which means “to sleep.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun and is translated “those who”.


The present tense is aoristic present for a statement of fact without reference to time or progress.


The active voice refers literally to anyone who sleeps.


The circumstantial particle is used with the finite verb to denote the attendant circumstances of that verb.

“For those who sleep”
 is the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun NUX which indicates the distinction of time and is translated “within the night” rather than the locative of time (which would be translated “at night”) or accusative of time (which would be translated “during the night”).  The genitive of time refers to this rather than some other time.

 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb KATHEUDW, meaning “to sleep.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that anyone who sleeps produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“sleep within the night”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the articular nominative masculine plural subject from the present passive participle of the verb METHUSKW, which means “to get drunk, to become intoxicated.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun and is translated “those who.”


The present tense is aoristic present for a statement of fact without reference to time or progress.


The active voice refers literally to anyone who gets drunk.


The circumstantial particle is used with the finite verb to denote the attendant circumstances of that verb.

 is the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun NUX which indicates the distinction of time and is translated “within the night” rather than the locative of time (which would be translated “at night”) or accusative of time (which would be translated “during the night”).  The genitive of time refers to this rather than some other time.

 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb METHUW, meaning “to be drunk.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that anyone who gets drunk.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and those who get drunk are drunk within the night.”
1 Thes 5:7 corrected translation
“For those who sleep, sleep within the night, and those who get drunk are drunk within the night.”
Explanation:
1.  There are two categories of believers mentioned in this passage.


a.  Believers who are asleep with regard to the plan of God and are living inside the cosmic system of Satan.


b.  Believers who are out of fellowship with God and living in Satan’s cosmic system.

2.  There are believers who are ignorant or apathetic to using the assets provided by God for living their spiritual life.  These believers are analogous to those who are asleep.

3.  There are believers who know the assets of their spiritual life but are negative to using those assets to fulfill God’s plan for their life.  These believers are analogous to those who are drunk.

4.  Some believers are too lazy to learn doctrine or feel that thinking is too much work.  Therefore, they would rather rest on the fact that they have believed in Christ and don’t want to do anything else with their Christian life.

5.  Some believers have learned doctrine, but think they are missing out on fun in life, and so, they go on a frantic search for happiness in life.  They want stimulation from anything that they think will make them happy and disregard the principles, standards, and virtue of the spiritual life.

6.  Both categories of believers are losers in the spiritual life.  They do not lose their salvation.  What do they lose?


a.  They lose the ability to know what is going on in life.


b.  They lose the opportunity to testify to millions of fallen and elect angels about the reality and truthfulness of the unique spiritual life God has provided for them.


c.  They lose the privilege of having the supreme court of heaven work on their behalf.


d.  They lose the great happiness that God has designed for them.


e.  They lose the ability to solve any and every problem in life.


f.  They lose the opportunity to enjoy the spiritual and temporal blessings God designed for them in eternity past.


g.  They lose the opportunity to have an intimate relationship with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ right now.


h.  They lose the privilege of facing death with no fear, no regrets, and with great confident expectation of fantastic blessing in eternity.


i.  They lose the opportunity to glorify God in time.

7.  However, those who sleep and dissipate their life gain many things.  What do they gain?


a.  They get to be confused all their life.


b.  They get to be the enemies of God.


c.  They get to experience the supreme court of heaven deciding against them all the time.


d.  They get to make all the wrong decisions in life and then suffer for them with no one to blame but themselves.


e.  They get to have all the divine discipline they want.


f.  They get to enjoy all the temporary pleasure of the world along with the injustice of Satan’s rulership of the world.


g.  They get to constantly have problems with no solutions.


h.  They get to justify themselves, be preoccupied with themselves, be totally absorbed with themselves, and then glorify themselves.


i.  They get to fear death when it comes.


j.  They get to arrive in heaven with no eternal rewards and blessings.


k.  They get to explain to the Lord Jesus Christ at the judgment seat of Christ what they did with all the assets that were provided for them.

8.  We get the choice to be asleep, drunk, or awake and sober.  The choice is ours.  We have free will.
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