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
is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” or “For you see” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all” or “all of you.”
 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for a condition which is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians are producing the action of the verb—being positive to the teaching of the word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective PAS, meaning “all.”
 is the predicate nominative masculine plural from the noun HUIOS, meaning “sons” plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “of the light.”  The absence of the article draws addition to the high quality of this light.

“For you are all sons of the light.”
1.  The literal use of light is for the purpose of reminding man that his existence depends on light, Gen 1:3; Eccl 11:7; Jer 31:35.

2.  Light also illustrates the essence of God, 1 Jn 1:5; 1 Tim 6:16.

3.  Jesus Christ, as the manifest person of the Godhead, is called light.  Jn 8:12; 1 Tim 6:16.

4.  The Gospel is called light because it deals with Christ, 2 Cor 4:3-4; 2 Tim 1:10.

5.  Being saved brings the believer out of darkness into light, Lk 1:79; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 Thes 5:5.

6.  Light is used to portray Bible doctrine in the soul, Ps 119:105, 130.

7.  The doctrinal building of the soul is said to be constructed of Bible doctrine and/or light, Ps 43:3, 119:130; Rom 13:12; Eph 5:8; 1 Jn 2:8.

8.  Light depicts the believer’s entrance into spiritual maturity, 2 Cor 4:6; Eph 5:14.

9.  Light is used for the divine guidance of Israel by night, Ex 14:20.

is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “sons” and the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “of the day.”  Again the absence of the article draws attention to the high quality of this kind of day.

“For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.”
1.  This is a figurative use of the word ‘day’.

2.  A day in the Bible can be less than twenty-four hours; it is an instant, a second.  For example:


a.  “The day of salvation,” 2 Cor 6:2.


b.  “The day of Christ” refers to an instant of time, the Rapture, 1 Cor 15; Phil 1:10, 2:16.


c.  “The day of redemption” Eph 4:29-30.  This can refer to redemption of the soul at the moment of salvation through faith in Christ or the redemption of the body at the moment of resurrection.


d.  “The day of God” refers the beginning of the eternal state, 2 Pet 3:12, 18.

3.  The word “day” here refers to the moment of salvation.

4.  Note that our passage says we are all sons of the day.  Everyone who believes in Christ, whether positive or negative to doctrine, has been delivered from the darkness of Satan into the glorious light of eternal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

is the absolute negative adverb OUK plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we are not.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for an absolute truth, which continues to exist for all time and eternity.


The active voice indicates that all human beings who believe in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun NUX, meaning “within the night” or “in the night”.  The genitive is sometimes used to define a verbal idea by qualifying that verbal idea within certain limits.  Thus the word “night” is used here to qualify the kind of relationship we are not in with Christ.  It is not a relationship that has anything to do with the cosmic system.  We cannot be in the cosmic system and at the same time have temporal fellowship with Christ.

is the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “neither, nor, and not; not even.”  When used with another preceding negative it means “nor.”
 is the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular noun SKOTOS, meaning “of the darkness.”  This is a reference to Satan’s cosmic system.
“We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”
1 Thes 5:5 corrected translation
“For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”
Explanation:
1.  At the moment of faith in Christ, we were entered into God’s system of light.  We were brought out of the darkness of spiritual death and Satan’s cosmic system into God’s system of light.

2.  God’s system of light is described in the following passages.


a.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the author of the light system.   This is described by Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, under the enduement of the Holy Spirit as the Sunrise who provides the light, Lk 1:78-79, “`Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high shall visit us, ‘To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,’ to guide our feet into the way of peace.’”

b.  Our Lord Jesus Christ at salvation invited us to get out of Satan’s system of darkness and enter into His system of light, 1 Pet 2:9, “But you are ‘an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession,’ that you may proclaim the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

c.  The light system of our Lord Jesus Christ is designed to prepare us for the spiritual life we will live for all eternity in the presence of God.  We are in training right now to learn how to live in eternity.  This is taught in Rom 13:12-13, “The night is almost gone [the function of Satan’s cosmic system is almost over with in the history of the world], and the day is at hand [the eternal state is not far away now historically].  Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us walk honorably as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.”

d.  Paul teaches the same thing again in a much shorter version in Eph 5:8, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”  Eph 5:13-14, “But all things are made known when they are corrected by the light [Bible doctrine as the content of our spiritual life]; for everything that is being taught is light.  Therefore, it says, “Wake up, You sleeper [cosmic believer]; Stand up out from the acts of death [carnality or temporal death], and Christ will shine on you.”

e.  Bible doctrine is the essence of this light.  Bible doctrine functioning in our soul is the material content of our spiritual life, 2 Cor 4:6, “For God, who said, ‘Light shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

f.  John teaches the same concept again to the next generation of believers, 1 Jn 2:8, “On the other hand, I have written a new mandate to you, which is true doctrine in Him and in you, because the darkness [the cosmic systems] is passing away, and the true light [the spiritual life of the believer] is already shining.”
2.  We are all sons of the light means:


a.  We are all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  We all have our very own spiritual life.


c.  We all have Bible doctrine as the content of that spiritual life.

3.  We are all sons of the day means:


a.  We all have eternal life.


b.  We are all going to live in heaven for all of eternity.


c.  We might as well start living that eternal life right now.


d.  We cannot do this without making Bible doctrine the most important thing in our lives right now, learning doctrine on a daily basis, and applying doctrine to every circumstance in our life.

4.  We are not in the night means:


a.  We are no longer in spiritual death.


b.  We are no longer slaves to physical death.


c.  We are no longer slaves to our old sin nature.


d.  We are no longer in Satan’s cosmic system unless we choose to be there.

5.  We are not in the darkness means:


a.  We are not ignorant and confused about the angelic conflict and our place in God’s plan for mankind.


b.  We are not ignorant and confused about Satan’s system of control of believers and unbelievers.


c.  We are not dazed and confused about our eternal relationship with God and His plan for our lives.


d.  We are not ignorant of God’s will, plan, and purpose for our lives.

6.  Therefore, in the face of all these things what sort of persons must we become in a dedicated to God lifestyle; that is, our very own spiritual life.
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