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
 is the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”  With this we have the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, indicating a mild contrast and translated “But.”
 is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren.”  This is a technical reference to all Church Age believers.

is the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “no” or “not” and slamming the door shut, plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.  No believer is left in the dark with regard to the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  There will always be prepared pastors teaching Bible doctrine for those who really want to learn.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers who are positive to doctrine produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun SKOTOS, meaning “in the sphere of darkness.”

1.  Darkness refers to believers in the Church Age who are ignorant of doctrine because of rejection of doctrine, therefore, in blackout of the soul.


2.  Believers who reject the doctrine of dispensations live in darkness of the true divine facts of history.  Because they live in darkness, all they can do is feel their way through life.


3.  Believers feel their way through life because of emotional revolt of the soul.  They believe that feeling is more real than truth.  Therefore, the facts of divine dispensations are rejected, resulting in living in darkness of God’s plan for their lives and the relationship of that plan to history.

“But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness,”
is the inferential conjunction HINA, meaning “so that,” which introduces a result clause.  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the day.”  The article points us to a specific day already mentioned in context—the day of the Lord.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”
 is the comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun KLEPTĒS, meaning “thief.”
 is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATALAMBANW, which means “to come upon, overtake, or seize.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event, which has not yet happened, but it is so certain to happen that it is regarded as if it has already happened.


The active voice indicates that the day of the Lord produces the action of the verb—overtaking those who are in darkness, i.e., all unbelievers.


The subjunctive mood is potential, indicating that the day of the Lord does not have to overtake the unbeliever, if only he will believe in Christ for salvation.  The subjunctive mood is also the mood used with the conjunction HINA.

“so that the day overtakes you as a thief.”
1 Thes 5:4 corrected translation
“But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.”
Explanation:
1.  We have not been left in the darkness of the cosmic system without the light of Bible doctrine to guide our spiritual life.

2.  The word of God is a light unto our soul to guide us into the light of the glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  We have doctrine in your thoughts to handle the day of adversity or the day of prosperity, both of which are distractions to the spiritual life.

4.  Disaster comes suddenly to the believer without doctrine.  But the believer with doctrine circulating in their soul sees disaster coming from afar and is prepared to handle it.

5.  And even if disaster comes upon us suddenly as it did with Job, because of doctrine in our soul, we can say with Job, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
6.  The execution of the spiritual life is the only means of preparation for living in the darkness of the cosmic system and the only means of preparation for disaster.

a.  In order to prepare for anything in life, we have to have the ability to apply what we know to the disaster at hand.


b.  We have no ability to apply what we know unless we have practiced applying what we know in the past, so that we are prepared to apply what we know in the present disaster.

c.  We cannot practice applying what we know unless we have learned something to practice.  For example, a soldier doesn’t instantly know how to execute facing commands or march without learning and practicing these things over and over again, so they can be done automatically upon command.  The faith-rest drill is a drill, an automatic execution of the application of doctrine (what we believe, i.e. ‘faith’) upon which we trust and rest in that trust.  We do it hundreds of times in little things, so that the drill becomes automatic in time of disaster.

d.  Therefore, we can only execution the will of God in time of disaster, if we have prepared for that disaster through the application of doctrine in the little tests of life, so that the application of doctrine is an automatic spiritual asset through the aid of the Holy Spirit, who empowers us in disaster.  The Holy Spirit has to have something with which to work in the disaster.  Disaster is God’s opportunity to help us in disaster through the application of doctrine.  A perfect example of this is seen in the crew of the shipwreck on Malta, who had to believe what Paul promised them as a guarantee from God, if only they believed him and did exactly what he said.  Not a soul was lost, because of their obedience to the word of God.

e.  So each day we live in the darkness of Satan’s world, learning and applying the word of God in little things, so that when and if the typical disasters of Satan’s world come upon us, we can deal with them through the spiritual assets God has given us in preparation for those disasters.
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