1 Thes 5:27


 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ENORKIZW, which means “to place someone under a solemn charge.”

The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative of command.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”
 is the accusative of cause from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “because of the Lord.”
“I solemnly charge you because of the Lord”
 is the aorist passive infinitive from the verb ANAGINWSKW, which means “to read.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which regards the teaching of this epistle in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its results, the circulation of the canon of Scripture.


The passive voice indicates that the readers to whom Paul writes receive the action of having this letter read to them.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, denoting the apostle’s purpose for writing the letter—that it should be read by all believers.

is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun and noun EPISTOLĒ, meaning “this letter.”
is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun A.D.ELPHOS plus the adjective PAS, meaning “to all the brethren.”
“to have this letter read to all the brethren.”
1 Thes 5:27 corrected translation
“I solemnly charge you because of the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren.”
Explanation:
1.  This is a command for the circulation of the canon of Scripture.  Circulation of the Scripture began immediately as letters were received from the apostles.  The apostles knew they were writing Scripture through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and as a part of their unique spiritual gift of apostleship.

2.  The History of the Circulation of the Canon of Scripture.


a. The Rise of the Writings, 45-95 A.D.


(1)  Christianity was born in 30 A.D.  The New Testament doctrines were first transmitted by word of mouth.  Oral traditions were circulated.  Eventually Christians recognized the need to write these things down.



(2)  The epistles were written first before the gospels.  The book of James and six of Paul’s epistles were written before the first gospel.



(3)  Mark was the earliest gospel written.  It was written in the late 50’s.  Matthew wrote an Aramaic gospel and was last seen by Jerome (4th century A.D.  The various gospels were written as the apostles died off and Christ had not yet returned.  Luke was written prior to 70 A.D.


(4)  The book of Acts gave the history of the first 30 years of Christianity.



(5)  We have no trace of any of the original NT manuscripts today.  Textual criticism allows us to reproduce the original with a high degree of accuracy.  There are over 5000 Greek manuscripts and the Greek fathers of the Church who wrote commentaries on the NT and quoted at length from it.  From these sources we can reconstruct the entire NT Greek with 99.9% accuracy.



(6)  Once a book was published, it remained in the possession of the addressee for a time, being read and reread.  Certain letters were circular letters, e.g., Galatians, Revelation, Ephesians, and Colossians.  After some time, it would become known and other Christians would request copies be made and sent to them.  Therefore, multiple copies and sets of letters appeared very early.  Paul’s letters are considered a set by Peter, 2 Pet 3:15-16.  This set included at least 1, 2 Thes; 1, 2 Cor; Romans, Galatians, and possibly also his prison epistles (Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians).  It is doubtful it included his pastoral epistles.



(7)  Reasons for collection of NT writings.




(a)  The existence of the OT canon.  The OT was insufficient for Christianity, but served as a model for the collection of the NT books.




(b)  The character of the NT writings—they were composed of the words of Jesus.  Christians looked to them for guidance more than the OT.  Since the words of Jesus were considered authoritative, they needed to be recorded.  The same thing became true of the words of the apostles.




(c)  Public use of the new Christian documents.  They were used in public for worship from the beginning.  The synagogue gave the pattern for Christian worship and central to synagogue worship was the reading of Scripture.  Three NT books were to be read publicly immediately: 1 Thes 5:27; Col 4:16; Rev 1:3.  This establishes these books as canonical.




(d)  The part played by controversy contributed to the collection of the NT books.  Basilides of Alexandria, who was the Second Century founder of Gnosticism in Egypt, was the first to appeal to the NT as authoritative to substantiate his heresy.  Heretics appealed to Scripture, therefore, the orthodox church had to determine what the true canon was.




(e)  The Canon of Marcion (a Second Century heretic).  He published his version of the NT canon in 140 A.D.  People responded to it eagerly.  It only contained ten of Paul’s letters and only a portion of Luke.  Marcion rejected anything that spoke against his heretical system.  This inspired the church to gather and determine the true canon.




(f)  The Diocletian Persecution, A.D. 303.  Diocletian issued an edict that all sacred books should be burned.  This stimulated further sorting and sifting by believers of what books they were willing to risk their life for by keeping it and burning the non-canonical books.  This is why we have so few documents or manuscripts prior to this time.



(8)  There were certain tendencies in the NT that lead believers to conclude that a canon would be collected.




(a)  There was to be a circulation and general reading of 1 Thessalonians; Colossians; and Revelation.




(b)  1 Tim 4:13 says, “give attention to [public] reading [of Scripture], exhortation and teaching.”  Since exhortation and teaching are public, the reading must also be public, therefore, the public reading of Scripture.




(c)  1 Tim 5:18, “The Scripture says, ‘Don’t muzzle the ox; the laborer is worthy of his wages.’”  The second phrase is not in the OT, but comes from the teachings of Christ, Mt 10:10; Lk 10:7.  Yet Paul calls it Scripture.  The gospel of Matthew was written about the same time as Mark, between 55-65 A.D.  (However, who was first is greatly debated with many scholars believing Mark’s gospel to be written first.)  Luke’s gospel was written after both Matthew and Mark, since Luke takes many phrases word for word from each gospel.  It was probably written during Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, 68 A.D.  Mark’s gospel was written between 68-69 A.D. from Rome after the death of Paul and Peter according to Irenaeus.




(d)  2 Pet 3:16-17 says “the rest of Scripture.”  The word “Scripture” is applied to Paul’s writings.


c.  The Testimony of the Apostolic and Later Times.



(1)  A.D. 70-170.  This is the period of circulation and gradual collection of the canon.  Documents were first circulated individually and then more and more in collections of books.  The oral testimony of the apostles was preferred until the time of Polycarp, died 155 A.D.




(a)  Clement was the pastor of the church at Rome from 88-97 A.D.  He wrote a letter to the Corinthian church in which he refers to passages from Matthew, Romans, 1 Cor, Hebrews, James, 1 Pet, 1 Tim, Titus.




(b)  The Epistle of Barnabas (not written by Barnabas) written in c. 130 A.D. from Alexandria quotes Matthew twice and alludes to passages in Romans, 1 Cor, 2 Cor, Ephesians.




(c)  The Didache, author unknown, written circa (about) 120 A.D. uses Matthew and Luke extensively and shows familiarity with the rest of the NT.




(d)  Ignatius wrote seven letters to the church at Rome from 110-117 A.D.  These show knowledge of the gospel of John, 1 John, Matthew, and Paul’s epistles.  First Corinthians seems to have been memorized or he had a copy of the letter in front of him.




(e)  Polycarp, the pastor of the church of Smyrna, who was taught personally by the apostle John, wrote a letter to the Philippian church in which he quotes from Matthew, Luke, Acts, the Pauline epistles, Hebrews, 1 Peter; but never once quotes from the writings of the apostle John.




(f)  Summary of this period.  There is clear evidence that the existence of a NT is agreed upon and that it has equal authority with the OT.  The books of the NT were circulated widely, yet the exact content of the canon was not yet fixed.  We have clear witness to the four gospels and all the epistles of Paul.  Not all the evidence are direct quotations, which aren’t necessary, but we have simple allusions or a word or phrase here and there.  This is the same way the NT writers often referred to subjects in the OT.  Only one NT book is questionable at the time and this was 2 Peter.



(2)  A.D. 170-303.  This is the period of separation.  Christians got down to discerning the extent of the canon.




(a)  The Muratorian fragment, c. 170 A.D.  This was discovered in 1740.  It was written in Rome, gives a list of NT books, and is concerned with what should be in the NT canon.  It omits only four books—Hebrews, 1 Pet, 2 Pet, James.




(b)  Irenaeus.  Born in Asia Minor, lived and taught in Rome, pastor of the church in Lyons, Gaul, died 203 A.D.  He was a student of Polycarp, who was the student of the apostle John.  His writings reflect knowledge of all of the NT books except Philemon, James, 2 Pet, 2 Jn, 3 Jn, and Jude.




(c)  Tertullian.  Born and lived in Carthage, c.150 A.D. - 222 A.D.  He wrote extensively in Latin.  He doesn’t mention James, 2 Pet, 2 Jn, 3 Jn.  He mentions and raises questions about the canonicity of Hebrews.  He felt it was written by Barnabas, therefore should not be a part of the canon.




(d)  Clement of Alexandria.  Born c. 155 - 215 A.D.  He was the teacher of Origen.  He fails to mention James, 2 Pet, 3 Jn.  Irenaeus, Tertullian and Clement represent three widely separated geographical areas and yet they agree on most of the books of the NT.




(e)  Origen.  Born circa 185 – died 254 A.D.  His knowledge of doctrine was so great, he was appointed a church leader at age 18.  He had a wide knowledge of what was going on throughout the Roman empire.  He traveled to all the major Christian centers.  He discusses the canon of the NT, e.g., he said only God alone knows who wrote the book of Hebrews, though it is Scripture.  He gives a sure witness to the book of Jude as being part of the Canon, and at first wavered on James, 2 Pet, 2 Jn, and 3 Jn, eventually accepting James and 2 Peter.




(f)  Summary.  Throughout this period we have a period of controversy about what was considered canonical, but none of the pseudepigrapha was ever considered canonical.  It was assumed that the contents of the NT were known and acknowledged as canonical.  As the period progressed there was further definition of the books that were considered canonical.  The books that were not received as part of the canon appear to have been not received because they were not known (the exception is Tertullian’s rejection of Hebrews because he thought it was written by Barnabas).  By the end of this period, the Apocryphal writings had almost past out of existence as having any consideration for canonicity.



(3)  A.D. 303-397.  This is the period of the Councils.




(a)  Eusebius, lived 270-340 A.D.  He was the pastor of the church in Caesarea, Palestine.  He produced the first History of the Christian Church, in which he estimates the canon at that time.  He knew what books Christians were willing to die for under the Diocletian persecutions.  The first Christian emperor, Constantine, 325 A.D., commissioned Eusebius to produce 50 manuscripts of the NT for the emperor.  The only disputed books at this time were James, Jude, 2 Pet, 2 Jn, and 3 Jn.  These books were only disputed because Christians disagreed on who was the real author of the book.  No one questioned their doctrinal authority.




(b)  The Council of Laodicea, 363 A.D.  This was a local gathering (24-32 people) devoted to the issue of canonicity.  It requested that only canonized books of the Old and New Testament be read in churches.




(c)  The Council of Carthage, 397 A.D.  Augustine and Jerome, the two greatest Christians scholars and teachers of the ancient world were there.  It had wide membership from all over the Roman Empire.  This council decreed that nothing is to be read in church as Scripture except our present day Canon as we know it.  They could still not decide on who wrote Hebrews, though both Jerome and Augustine thought Paul did.




(d)  Council of Hippo, 419 A.D., gives the same list of books in the Canon as the Council of Carthage.  At this point everyone agreed on the extent of the New Testament canon and all the books had been completely circulated throughout the known world.
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