1 Thes 5:26


 is the second person plural aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet; welcome; pay one’s respects, say goodbye;” in the imperative it means, “remember me to (someone).”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the various acts of the believers in Thessalonica sharing Paul’s letter and greetings with other believers and gathers these acts into a single whole.


The deponent voice is middle in form but active in meaning, the various believers in Thessalonica producing the action.


The imperative mood is a simple entreaty and does not carry the finality of a command.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all the brethren.”  This is a reference to all the members of the local congregation in Thessalonica.

is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun PHILĒMA, meaning “kiss” and the neuter singular adjective HAGIOS, meaning “set apart to God, consecrated; holy, morally pure, upright.”  The phrase is translated “with a holy kiss.”
1 Thes 5:26 corrected translation
“Remember me to all the brethren with a holy kiss.”
Explanation:
1.  There is no question that the word PHILEMA means “kiss” since this the same word used in Lk 22:48, where our Lord asks Judas if he is betraying Him with a kiss, and in Lk 7:45, where the woman who ministered to our Lord kept kissing His feet.

2.  However, in our passage, this is not a reference to literal kissing of one another.  It a metaphor or word picture for the expression of intimate fellowship and unconditional love, which Christians give to one another.  It is mentioned in a number of passages.


a.  Rom 16:16, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the churches of Christ greet you.”

b.  1 Cor 16:20, “All the brethren greet you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.”

c.  2 Cor 13:12, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.”

d.  1 Pet 5:14, “Greet one another with a kiss of love.  Peace be to you all who are in Christ.”
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