1 Thes 5:25


, - is the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “Brethren” and introduces Paul’s request to all of the members of the royal family in Thessalonica.

- is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”

The present tense is an iterative present, which represents an action that recurs at successive intervals.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, which indicates that all members of the congregation at Thessalonia are requested to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty and does not carry the finality of a command, but is an urgent request of the apostle.

The word KAI is not found in the best manuscripts, and is probably not a part of the original text, since the shorter text is usually more accurate because scribes had a greater tendency to insert words rather than take them out.

. - is the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for us.”  The preposition PERI is used after verbs of praying or asking to indicate the person or thing in whose interest the petition is made.

1 Thes 5:25 corrected translation
“Brethren, pray for us.”
Explanation:
1.  This is not a command, but an entreaty, because the volition of the believers is at stake.  No one can make us pray for someone else, it must come from our own volition.

2.  However, the principle is clear here: we should all pray for communicators of doctrine—pastors, evangelists, and missionaries.

3.  How do we pray for a communicator of doctrine?


a.  We don’t say, “Father, I pray for my pastor.”  That doesn’t tell God anything.


b.  Ask that he might have good health so he can study.


c.  Ask that his logistical grace needs might be provided in abundance, so he will not be distracted by the cares of the world.


d.  Ask that he might have the necessary time, free from distractions to be able to study.


e.  Most importantly, ask that he might clearly understand what the word of God says and then be able to communicate it in a manner that is easily understood by his listeners.


f.  Ask that he might not be discouraged by the lack of positive volition to the gospel or the teaching of the word of God.


g.  Ask that he might receive encouragement and refreshment from other believers.


h.  Ask that he might humble himself before the mighty hand of God that God may graciously give him wisdom and promote him at the proper time.


i.  Ask that he might profit quickly from divine discipline, so that he can keep advancing to maturity.


j.  Ask that he might maintain his right priorities of studying and teaching.


k.  Ask that he might establish virtue and values in his soul and be an example of these things to others.


l.  Ask that he might share the happiness of God and be occupied with Christ.
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