1 Thes 5:22


 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “from all” or “from every.”
is the ablative of separation from the neuter singular noun EIDOS, meaning “visible form, outward appearance; sight, seeing; kind, sort.”
 is the descriptive genitive neuter singular from the noun PONĒROS, which means “of evil, bad, wicked, or sinful thing.”  Here it is a reference to all the functions of the old sin nature: personal sin, human good, and the function of evil.

is the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb APECHW, which means “to receive in full; to have back,” but in the middle voice it means “to abstain from, to avoid, keep free of.”  Literally “Keep free from every form of evil.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action begun in the past and continuing into the present.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on each believer as the agent who produces the action.  This emphasizes the subject’s personal responsibility.

The imperative mood is a command.

1 Thes 5:22 corrected translation
“Avoid every form of evil.”
Explanation:
1.  This command is very straightforward with no room for discussion or debate.  God wants us to abstain from, avoid, and keep free of every form of evil.

2.  The only question we must resolve is, “what is evil?”
3.  What does the Scripture say about evil?

Gen 3:22, “Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”
Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
Gen 39:9, “There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil, and sin against God?”
Num 14:27, “How long {shall I bear} with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.”
Dt 4:25  “When you become the father of children and children’s children and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of anything, and do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord your God {so as} to provoke Him to anger,”
Dt 13:5, “But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.”
Dt 17:12, “And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the Lord  your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”
Dt 22:22, “If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”
Dt 24:7, “If a man is caught kidnapping any of his countrymen of the sons of Israel, and he deals with him violently, or sells him, then that thief shall die; so you shall purge the evil from among you.”
Dt 28:20, “The Lord will send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken Me.”
Isa 12:19, “Then all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord  your God, so that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins {this} evil by asking for ourselves a king.”
Isa 20:7, “If he says, ‘It is good,’ your servant {shall be} safe; but if he is very angry, know that he has decided on evil.”
1 Sam 25:3, “(now the man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s name was Abigail. And the woman was intelligent and beautiful in appearance, but the man was harsh and evil in {his} dealings, and he was a Calebite),”
2 Sam 11:27, “When the {time of} mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord.”
2 Sam 12:9, “Why have you despised the word of the Lord  by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon.”
2 Kg 21:6, “And he made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used divination, and dealt with mediums and spiritists.  He did much evil in the sight of the Lord  provoking [Him to anger.]”
Esther 8:3, “Then Esther spoke again to the king, fell at his feet, wept, and implored him to avert the evil {scheme} of Haman the Agagite and his plot which he had devised against the Jews.”
Ps 15:3, “He does not slander with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against his friend;”
Ps 34:13, “Keep your tongue from evil, And your lips from speaking deceit.”
Ps 37:27, “Depart from evil, and do good, So you will abide forever.”
Prov 1:16, “For their feet run to evil, And they hasten to shed blood.”
Prov 3:7, “Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord  and turn away from evil.”
Prov 8:13, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, And the perverted mouth, I hate.”
Prov 28:22, “A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, And does not know that want will come upon him.”
Eccl 2:21, “When there is a man who has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, then he gives his legacy to one who has not labored with them. This too is vanity and a great evil.”
Eccl 5:13, “There is a grievous evil {which} I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt.”
Isa 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
Isa 10:1, “Woe to those who enact evil statutes, And to those who constantly record unjust decisions,”
Micah 7:3, “Concerning evil, both hands do it well. The prince asks, also the judge, for a bribe, And a great man speaks the desire of his soul; So they weave it together.”
Mt 12:39, “But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and {yet} no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;’”
Mt 15:19 “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 

Rom 7:21, “I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.”
Rom 12:17, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.”
Rom 13:4, “for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.”
1 Cor 14:20, “Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature.”
Phil 3:2, “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;”
Col 3:9, “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its {evil} practices,”
1 Tim 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.”
Tit 1:12, “One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons’.”
Heb 3:12, “Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.”
Jam 3:8, “But no one can tame the tongue; {it is} a restless evil {and} full of deadly poison.”
Jam 3:16, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”
Jam 4:16, “But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”
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