1 Thes 5:21


 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, plus the postpositive use of the conjunctive particle DE, which introduces a mild contrast, and is translated “but all things.”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to put to the test, examine; interpret, discern, discover; approve; prove, demonstrate.”  Here it means “to examine or put to the test.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what should be occurring right now in the life of every believer when he listens to the teaching of doctrine.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“but examine all things,”
is the accusative direct object from the monadic use of the neuter singular article and adjective KALOS, used as a noun and translated “the good” or “what is good.”  This is a reference to the intrinsically good, accurate, correct teaching of the word of God.

 - is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb KATECHW, which means “to hold fast” in the sense of “to keep in ones memory; to prevent from going away; take, possess; hold back, restrain, suppress.”  The connotation of the word here is “accept what you hear and keep it in your memory.”

The present tense is a durative present for that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.

“keep in your memory what is good,”
1 Thes 5:21 corrected translation
“but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good,”
Explanation:
1.  The word DOXIMAZW is used several times in Scripture with reference to the examination of Scriptures.


a.  Rom 2:17-18, “But if you bear the name Jew, and rely upon the Law, and boast in God, and know His will, and examine the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law...”

b.  Rom 12:2, “Stop being conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renovation of your thought, that you may examine what the will of God is, namely, the good and the well pleasing and the mature.”

c.  2 Cor 13:5, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the doctrine; examine yourselves!”

d.  Eph 5:8,10, “For you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; begin walking as children of light, examining what is pleasing to the Lord.”
2.  A parallel passage to ours is found in 1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved, stop believing every eloquent speaker, but keep analyzing those influential speakers whether he is from God; because many false teachers have gone out into the world.”
3.  Our mission is very clear from Scripture.


a.  We are to use the doctrinal inventory of ideas in our soul to examine and test every thought we receive, whether from ourselves or from others.


b.  We are to compare what we hear with what is already in our souls.


c.  If what we hear does not line up with the teaching of doctrine already in our souls, then it is to be rejected.


d.  If what we hear does line up with the spiritual norms and standards already in our soul, then it is to be accepted.


e.  How then do we handle new doctrinal teaching we have never heard before?



(1)  All doctrine is based on doctrine.  No one can teach absolutely new doctrine that is completely independent of what has been taught before.  All teaching is based on some amount of teaching that has gone before.



(2)  All doctrine must be compatible with the essence and attributes of God.  Any doctrine or teaching that contradicts the essence or attributes of God is to be rejected immediately.



(3)  Never be too hasty in the rejection of new doctrine.  Often we have to set it aside temporarily until we understand it more completely before the understanding of it truly sinks in.  Many things have to be taught over and over again for a period of years before they finally take hold in our soul.  Therefore, be patient with new doctrine; don’t reject it before you have given it a chance.

4.  And the most important point in this verse is that we are commanded to keep in our memory that which is intrinsic good.  What is the most intrinsic good in the universe?  The absolute truth of the word of God.

5.  How do we keep absolute truth in our memory?  It doesn’t come by hearing it one time.  We have to hear it over and over again until we can’t forget it.  This is why a football team will go over the same play a hundred times during a season, so they can do it absolutely right one time when they are on the one yard line with ten seconds left on the clock and behind by five points.
6.  Antagonism to repetition is another form of arrogance and negative volition.  God the Holy Spirit will decide when we have heard a doctrine enough and motivate the pastor to move on to another subject.  Our job is obedience to the Holy Spirit by concentrating no matter what is taught.  If we can’t do that yet, then we are still a spiritual child.
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