1 Thes 5:18


 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “in everything.”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “to give thanks.”

The present tense is an iterative present for that which occurs at successive intervals.  This is also a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur throughout your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“in everything give thanks;”
is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  Paul will now explain why the Lord has given the last three commands.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  It refers to all three previous commands in context.  The three commands are: “be happy at all times, pray constantly, and give thanks in all things.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, “[is].”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun THELĒMA, meaning “will, purpose, design.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, translated “God’s,” a reference to God the Father, the author of the plan for our lives.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”  This is another one of the many references in Scripture to our position in Christ or union with Christ.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your advantage.”
“for this [is] God’s will in Christ Jesus for your advantage.”

1 Thes 5:18 corrected translation
“in everything give thanks; for this [is] God’s will in Christ Jesus for your advantage.”
Explanation:
1.  Verses 16-18 are all one sentence and should have been kept as one verse.  It says, “Always be happy; pray constantly; in everything give thanks; for this [is] God’s will in Christ Jesus for your advantage.”
2.  As Church Age believers in union with Christ, God the Father wants us to be happy, pray constantly, and give thanks in everything.  Why?


a.  God the Father has designed a perfect plan for our life.  This plan includes everything necessary to keep us alive, perfect divine protection, perfect divine power, absolutely true information, problem solving devices, invisible assets, escrow blessings, testing and suffering for blessing, our very own spiritual life and the means of recovering it, and above all eternal salvation with eternal security.


b.  Because of all these things, we ought to be extremely happy at all times.


c.  Because of all these things, we ought to pray constantly for ourselves and others.


d.  Because of all these things, we ought to give thanks to God in everything.

3.  Rom 8:28, “We know in fact that God works all things together for good to those who love god, to those who are called according to His predetermined plan.”
4.  1 Cor 1:4, “I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus.”
5.  Everything that happens to us as believers in the Church Age is for our advantage.


a.  Do we receive divine discipline?  It is for our advantage to turn us back to obedience to God.


b.  Do we have suffering?  It is provided so we can use the problem solving devices as a testimony against Satan and by so doing glorify God, that He might give us even greater blessing in time and eternity.


c.  Do we have prosperity?  It is provided so we can use the problem solving devices as a testimony against Satan and by so doing glorify God, that he might give you even greater blessing in time and eternity.


d.  Do we have problems, stress and pressure?  They are provided so we can use the problem solving devices to handle the pressure.

6.  Nothing ever happens to us that is not God’s will for our life.  Nothing ever happens to us that is not designed for our benefit, for our blessing, for our ultimate happiness.  God demands that we be thankful for everything because everything He does, He does for our benefit.  Some believers never understand this principle.  Some believers understand, but never accept this principle.  Some believers understand and accept this principle, but it has no impact on their thinking.  Some believers understand and accept this principle and it changes their entire outlook on life.  Which are you?

2

