1 Thes 5:17


 - is the adverb ADIALEIPTWS, which means “constantly, unceasingly.”
- is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”

The present tense is an iterative present and describes an event, which occurs at successive intervals.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, all Church Age believers producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

1 Thes 5:17 corrected translation
“pray constantly,”
Explanation:
1.  God commands us to pray.  The verb is in the imperative mood and it is a command.  Failure to pray is a sin.  It is disobedience of a divine command.

2.  God wants us to pray frequently.  How frequently?  That’s between us and God; there is no one right answer for every believer.  That is a matter of our individual spiritual life, the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit, and our own personal motivation through positive volition or lack of positive volition to doctrine.

3.  No one can make us pray.  We must do it ourselves, for the benefit of ourselves, in our own self-interest, as a part of our very own spiritual life.

4.  The iterative present tense of this verb means we must pray at successive intervals, which are determined by us.  How and when we pray is no body else’s business but ours.  It is a private matter between us and the Lord.

5.  The point in this verse is that it is something that must begin at some point after salvation and continue for the rest of our Christian life.  There is never a time when we have advanced so far that we no longer need to pray.

6.  Neglect of prayer to God is a sign of negative volition to doctrine, because it is disobedience to the divine command to do so.

7.  The adverb means constantly or unceasingly.  It does not mean that we must pray 100% of our waking moments.  If this were true, then we would be violating other divine commands to do other things, and God is not the author of confusion.  Therefore, unceasingly means for the rest of our Christian life until the moment we depart to be with the Lord.
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