1 Thes 5:16


 is the temporal adverb PANTOTE, which means “at all times, always.”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice, be glad.”  It is also used as a formula of greeting, meaning “welcome, good day, hail, how do you do?”  Here it is used in its absolute sense as a command to be happy.


The present tense can be either a durative present for an action begun in the past, which continues into the present, or a customary present for that which may be reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that all believers of the Church Age are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

1 Thes 5:16 corrected translation
“Always be happy,”
Explanation:
1.  Verses 16-18 are all one sentence.  The complete thought here is “Always be happy, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  To begin to understand this command, we must understand how Paul uses the word CHAIRW.


a.  Rom 12:15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”  There is a time to manifest your happiness and a time not to manifest your happiness.  You can still weep with others who have suffered the loss of a loved one and be happy yourself.


b.  2 Cor 6:1,3,10, “We also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain, giving no cause for offense in anything, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing.”  It takes parts of all three of these verses to put this complete thought together.  We are not to let our overwhelming happiness because of eternal life and position in Christ be a cause of offense to others, so that the grace which God has given us should be slandered by others.


c.  2 Cor 13:9a, “For we rejoice when we ourselves are helpless.”  Our helplessness is God’s opportunity.  We are never candidates for the grace of God until we have reached the point of complete and utter dependence upon the provision of God.  At that point, we can truly be happy, because now everything depends completely on the Lord Jesus Christ, who will never let us down.


d.  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, become mature, be comforted, be like-minded, live in harmony; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”  God has given us everything we need for happiness both in time and eternity.  It has all already been provided.  Now He commands us to make us of it.


e.  Phil 2:17-18, “But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I keep on being happy and share my happiness with you all.  And you too, rejoice in the same way and share your happiness with me.”  Suffering for blessing should be one of the greatest sources of happiness we will ever have.  But this takes an entirely different scale of values, way of thinking about life, and way of looking at suffering.  God wants us to learn how to be happy though suffering.  He can only do this by teaching us how to depend on Him in the little things and how to use the problem solving devices on the simple problems of life.  Then once we are trained, He can bring along major disaster in our life, so that we can demonstrate to Satan and the fallen angels that we still share His happiness in spite of disaster.  This is exactly what Paul was doing in this verse.


f.  Phil 3:1a, “Finally, my brethren, keep on having happiness in the Lord”  The place of the greatest happiness in life and the only true divine happiness in life is in occupation with the Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  Phil 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!”  Our verse is identical to this verse, except the prepositional phrase is left out.  Paul taught this concept so many times that the phrase CHAIRETE PANTOTE had become a formula for “Share the happiness of God and be occupied with the person of Christ.”  In other words, keep on using the two greatest problem solving devices.

2.  God wants us to be happy.


a.  God designed us as royalty to be happy all the time.


b.  He has given us eternal life with His Son forever.


c.  He has given us everything us need to get by in life without any major difficulties.


d.  He has given us every problem solving device we will ever need to get through the disasters of life.


e.  He has the most fantastic blessings for time and eternity available and waiting for us.


f.  He has even designed a plan whereby our greatest suffering can glorify Him the most and defeat Satan.


g.  All of this is designed for our happiness; therefore, rejoice always.

2

