1 Thes 5:14


is the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means, “to encourage; to request, ask; to comfort, console, cheer up; to invite, summon.”  Here it means “to request or ask.”

The present tense is a customary present, which regards the action as something, which is normally expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to believers in the Church Age.

 is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and referring to believers in the Church Age.

“Moreover, we ask you, brethren”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb NOUTHETEW, which means “to admonish, warn, instruct, teach.”

The word is used in Scripture to refer to teaching other believers.  However, this instruction is a special type of teaching.  It includes warning and admonishing other believers about the dangers of what they are doing, which is contrary to the teaching of Scripture.


For example:

Acts 20:31, “Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”
1 Cor 4:14, “I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children.”
Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer [out of fellowship] and teaching each believer [in fellowship] in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”
Col 3:16, “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning each other with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”
1 Thes 5:12, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you,”
2 Thes 3:14-15, “And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.  And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”
Rom 15:14, “And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another.”

Here it is used in the sense of teaching in the form of admonishing others; hence “to warn.”

The present tense is an iterative present for that which occurs at successive intervals, not all the time.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, in which the imperative does not convey the finality of a command, but has the force of urgency or request.
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and the adjective ATAKTOS, which means “not in proper order; undisciplined impulse; disorderly, insubordinate; idle or lazy.”  We must compare this word with the verb ATAKTEW, which means, “to be undisciplined in the sense of being idle or lazy” as in 2 Thes 3:6-12.  The adverb ATAKTOS means “to act in the sense of insufficient inclination to disciplined work; hence, to act in a disorderly or an irresponsible manner.”  Thus the meaning here as in the other contexts in which Paul uses the word forms refers to being undisciplined in the sense of being lazy.  Therefore, I translate the adjective “the lazy.”
“warn the lazy”
 is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PARAMUTHEOMAI, which means “to console, comfort; encourage, cheer up.”

We had this word in 1 Thes 2:11-12, “just as you know how we appealed to all of you both encouraging and bearing witness to each one of you as a father his own children, in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”

The present tense is an iterative present for action that occurs at successive intervals.


The middle/passive voice is active in meaning.  Believers produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and the adjective used as a noun OLIGOPSUCHOS, which means “the discouraged, the faint-hearted.”  The word OLIGOS means “small or little.”  The word PSUCHOS means ‘soul’; hence, “a small or little soul.”  This is a reference to a believer with too little doctrine in their soul to handle the crisis.

“encourage the discouraged,”
 is the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb ANTECHW, which means “to cling to, hold fast to something or someone, be devoted to someone; take an interest in, pay attention to; hence, to help someone.”  This verb is used in Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13; Tit 1:9.


The present tense is an iterative present for an action, which occurs at successive intervals.


The middle voice emphasizes believers as participating in the results of helping others.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

 is the genitive direct object from the masculine plural adjective ASTHENĒS, which means “the weak, the sick, and the helpless.”
“help the helpless,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb MAKROTHUMEW, which means “to be patient, wait patiently.”

The present tense is a durative present for patience, which has begun in the past, continues in the present, and is expected to go on in the future.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action of being patient with other believers.


The imperative mood is an entreaty.

 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “with all men.”
“be patient with all men.”
1 Thes 5:14 corrected translation
“Moreover, we ask you, brethren, warn the lazy, encourage the discouraged, help the helpless, be patient with all men.”
Explanation:
1.  The first and most important question we must answer with regard to this verse is, “To whom is it addressed?”  As usual, the context always provides the answer.


a.  Verse 1-2 says, “Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you.  For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.”

b.  Verse 4-6, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.  Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be self-controlled.”

c.  Verse 8-13, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died as a substitute for us, in order that whether we are awake or asleep we shall live together with Him.   For this reason comfort one another and strengthen one another, just as certainly you are doing.  Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you, and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace among each other.”

d.  At first glance at our verse, one could assume that this passage is directed just to those male believers with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, but this is not the case.  Clearly the context indicates that our verse is addressed to all believers and not just to certain male believers with the gift of pastor-teacher.

2.  Therefore we are given four entreaties from God.  What is the difference between an entreaty from God and a command?  Not much, but there is a subtle difference.


a.  If God were to make a suggestion to you or ask you to do something, which you could not do, if you didn’t want to, would you do it?  Of course you would.  But it is still not a demand, a command, an order from God.  For example, God asked Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice, Gen 22:2, and He did so using the polite Hebrew particle of entreaty NA which is used with the qal imperative of the verb LAQAH, meaning “take.”  It should be translated “Please take your son...”

b.  So why doesn’t God just order us to do these things?  Because they require discernment on our part.  There are some lazy people who we should warn and others we should not.  There are some helpless people we should help and others we should not.  There are some discouraged people we should encourage and others we should not.  There are some people we should be patient with and others we should not.


c.  God uses entreaties to test the doctrine we have learned.  Not all believers have the necessary doctrine to obey these entreaties correctly.  In all cases, we must be careful not to use these entreaties as a basis for sticking our noses into other people’s business or telling our friends and loved ones how to live their lives.

3.  “Warn the Lazy.”

a.  We must be careful in the execution of this entreaty.  There is great danger in becoming an arrogant fool, if we constantly go around telling others not to be lazy.


b.  This entreaty must be obeyed in the context in which it is found in Scripture.  It is only used for those who have a lot of doctrine in their souls.  It is an entreaty for spiritually mature believers to warn growing believers of the importance of sticking with doctrine.


c.  Paul emphasized this point in more detail when he wrote his second letter to the Thessalonians, 2 Thes 3:14-15, “And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.  And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish/warn/teach him as a brother.”

d.  In every passage of Scripture where it is used, it refers to the function of the pastor-teacher warning/admonishing/teaching believers, except three passages.



(1)  2 Thes 3:14-15, which we just looked at.



(2)  Col 3:16, “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning each other with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”  In this passage, notice that this warning is done objectively in a group through singing and not by one-on-one conversation.



(3)  Rom 15:14, “And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another.”  Notice that these believers were filled with all knowledge of Bible doctrine; hence, advanced spiritually, so that they were able to do this admonishing/warning/teaching without offending the other believer or hurting their feelings.


e.  This type of warning is the kind of warning where we would sit down with a friend and tell them in a caring and concerned manner that they might want to take a look at the priorities and the importance of doctrine in their lives.  We are not slamming the Bible over their heads and telling them they are wrong.


f.  There are some believers who are just plain fools and don’t care about the word of God.  Leave them alone and let God deal with them.  The people we want to warn are those who are positive to doctrine and will understand that we are trying to help, not trying to run their lives.

4.  “Encourage the Discouraged.”

a.  We can only be an encouragement to other believers if we have confidence in doctrine ourselves.  True spiritual confidence is developed through our consistent positive volition to learning doctrine.  Then it is refined, tested, and made effective through passing the various spiritual tests of life.


b.  We cannot encourage others if we are discouraged ourselves.


c.  Discouragement comes from getting our eyes on self or our eyes on others.  Encouragement comes from doctrinal orientation, personal love for God, and occupation with Christ.


d.  If we think about our own sins and failures long enough, we will become discouraged.  Prolonged discouragement leads to despondency.  Despondency leads to depression.  Depression leads to psychosis.  This is why God commands us to forget those things, which are behind, and press on to those things, which lay ahead.


e.  We cannot live in the past and we cannot live in the future.  You must live in the present.  We should remember the past, in order to repeat our same successes and not repeat our same mistakes.  We can also look to the future as motivation for what we should do in the present.  But the Christian life is lived in the present.  If we dwell on the past, all we can do is become discouraged.  God has forgotten our past sins and failures, why can’t we?


f.  Discouragement is another form of arrogance, because it is a form of preoccupation with self.


g.  God expects us to take the invisible spiritual assets He has provided for us and grow up spiritually, so that we can be an encouragement to others.  Many believers in the early Church were a great encouragement to the apostle Paul because of their positive volition to doctrine.  We can be a great encouragement to others, not only by our positive volition to doctrine, but by our kindness, thoughtfulness, and compassion toward them when they are having a tough time in life.  Often, just letting people know that they are not alone and that we care about them in their suffering is a source of great encouragement to them.


h.  Some believers have no capacity to appreciate encouragement from others.  Sometimes our encouragement is wasted on these types.  But most of the time others will respond to the simplest kindness of just talking with them when they are discouraged.

5.  “Help the Helpless.”

a.  The best time to help others is when they are helpless.  Rom 5:6, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died as a substitute for the ungodly.”

b.  There is no disgrace in being helpless.



(1)  1 Cor 9:22, “To the helpless I became helpless, that I might win the helpless;  I have become all things to all men, that I may by means save some.”


(2)  1 Cor 12:22, “On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be more helpless are necessary.”

c.  God wants us to help those who cannot help themselves.  God does not want us to help those who are unwilling to help themselves.  And there is a great deal of difference between the two.  A person who is dying of cancer in a hospital is helpless and needs our help.  An able bodied man begging for change on a street corner is not helpless, just lazy.


d.  The helpless come in all shapes, sizes, skin color, genders, and economic background.  The rich man who is terribly unhappy in his wealth is helpless without a relationship with God.  He may need our help just as much as the destitute widow or orphan with no one to turn to for help.


e.  Never deprive your own family in order to help others.  Take care of your family first, then determine if you have the means to help others.  Helping the helpless is much more than giving money.  It is giving of our time in prayer, giving of our time in visiting them.


f.  If we see another member of the royal family in need and we ignore their need and fail to help them, then be confident that this uncaring arrogance will not go unnoticed by the supreme court of heaven.

6.  “Be patient with all men.”

a.  This is another way of saying, “Have unconditional love toward others.”

b.  Patience is a part of forgiveness of others, Mt 18:21-35.


c.  Patience is a part of unconditional love, 1 Cor 13:4, “Unconditional love is patient.  Unconditional love is kind, is not jealous, is not arrogant, does not inflate itself with pride.”

d.  Being patient is apart of the mental attitude of the Church Age believer, Jam 5:7-8, “Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; become stabilized in your hearts, for the coming of the Lord has approached with the result that it is drawing nearer.”

e.  Patience is a part of the perfect character of our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to a change of mind.”
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