1 Thes 5:13


is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb HEGEOMAI, which means “to lead, guide; to think, consider, regard, esteem, respect.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, indicating that pastor-teachers and other men with communication gifts receive the action of the verb from the members of their congregation who produce the action of esteeming them.

The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating the purpose of Paul’s asking at the beginning of verse 12.

is the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “them.”
 is the superlative adverb HUPERESPERISSOU, which means “quite beyond all measure, as much as possible, to an infinite degree, superabundantly.”
“and that you esteem them to an infinite degree”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “in the sphere of unconditional love.”
is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ERGOS plus the possessive genitive third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a possessive pronoun.  The phrase is translated “because of their work.”  Paul’s sentence ends here and a new sentence begins.

“in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb EIRĒNEUW, which means “to live in peace, be at peace; keep the peace.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the future.


The active voice indicates that these Thessalonian believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/place from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “among each other.”
“Keep the peace among each other.”
1 Thes 5:13 corrected translation
“and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace among each other.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence is both verses 12-13, and says, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you, and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace among each other.”
2.  The context is clearly dealing with the subject of the pastor-teacher and the relationship of the members of the congregation to that pastor.

3.  Paul’s point is this: that the pastor should be held in the highest regard and esteem with respect to the issue of his personal love for God the Father and unconditional love for his congregation, because of what they have to do.


a.  God does not expect the pastor to live a normal life.  His job is to study and teach the word of God.  This does not give him much time for normal things in life, like going on vacation, spending time doing nice little things with the family, reading the newspaper, several magazines, and watching TV.  These things are luxuries to the pastor, who can do them once in a while, but not like other families.  He has an abnormal life, which is one of the reasons why Paul suggested that it was better for pastors not to be married.


b.  Since pastors do not have normal lives, and because they still have an old sin nature, they can sometimes be a pain in the side of other believers, especially their family.  This requires that other believers beware of reacting to them.  Reaction to anyone is failure in the spiritual life, but especially to the pastor.  Instead of reaction, the spiritual life is designed for us to respond to the personal love of God the Father with your own personal love for God and unconditional love for others.


c.  No pastor earns or deserves our gracious attitude and unconditional love any more than any other believer on earth.  However, God asks us to give special attention to being thoughtful, considerate, and virtuous toward the pastor because of his work of studying and teaching the word of God.  He is not holier and therefore worthy of special esteem, but has an abnormal life with special concerns for the welfare of your spiritual condition that makes his life more difficult than we may realize.  Therefore, God asks us to respect the position He has put these men in and give them an extra dose of grace and virtue-love.

4.  This is followed by a command, which sums up the situation for all relationships among members of the royal family—”Keep the peace among each other.”  What does it mean to keep the peace?


a.  This means first and foremost that we not react to others when they irritate us.  Everyone does something that irritates others.  There are two kinds of irritation:



(1)  Irritation we know we do that bothers others.



(2)  Things we do that irritate others and we don’t know that we are doing it.


b.  There are two kinds of people who irritate others:



(1)  Those who know that they are irritating others and enjoy doing it, do it on purpose, and try to punish others by what they are doing.  This is sinful, wrong, and can develop into an evil obsession to inflict pain on others.  These people are spiritual idiots and get everything they desire from the supreme court of heaven.  God permits them to run loose around us to give us the opportunity to strengthen our unconditional love and other problem solving devices.  When we finally pass the testing, God removes them from our life in one fashion or another.  However, if we don’t pass the test, then God permits them to stay around to annoy us some more.



(2)  There are also those who annoy others and don’t really mean to do so.  They have just never received any training in social graces and don’t know any better.  There is certainly no reason to get irritated and react to these people, they just don’t know any better.  We may or may not have the opportunity to teach them privately that what they are doing is not in their best interest, but this should be done carefully, tactfully, gently, and with an attitude of love and respect for them.  If there is any doubt in our mind about whether or not we should try to help them, then we should leave them alone and keep our nose out of their lives.  Live and let live.


c.  So how do we keep the peace among each other?



(1)  Use the problem solving devices to tolerate those who deliberately try to irritate us.  The worst thing we can do is react to them.  This only encourages them in their behavior.  They want to upset us, and by reacting we show them that they succeeded.  We have given them exactly what they wanted—control of our sin nature.  They are now controlling us through stimulating our sin nature in antagonism toward them.  They are already losers; now they have made us losers with them.  This is exactly how Satan operates.


(2)  Put the matter in the hands of the supreme court of heaven.  Let God deal with them.  He is not unjust, doesn’t let anyone get away with anything, and always acts swiftly with just the right kind of punishment.



(3)  Remember what we were like before we learned any doctrine or what we are like now that we have learned doctrine, and what a pain in the side we sometimes are to others.  We often see ourselves in others and don’t like what we see.  We hate these people around us because they keep reminding us of what we are and this irritates us.  Therefore, genuine humility is a great help in dealing with others—”There but for the grace of God go I.”
5.  Keeping the peace is what we do to you in our own soul.  The problem of being irritated is not what others do to us, but what we do to yourselves.


a.  No one can irritate us but us.


b.  No matter what anyone else does in life, we have the choice of reacting or not reacting to them.  If we react them in anger, frustration, malice, revenge, etc., we are the one who is to blame, not them.  Even if they do it deliberately, we are wrong if we react.  This is why our Lord did not and could not react to all the insults thrown at Him during His trials before, the Sanhedrin, Herod, and Pilate before the Cross and by the Scribes, Pharisees, and crowd while on the Cross.  Reacting to others is sin.

c.  We can remain calm, cool, collected, and in complete control of ourselves when others are pushing our buttons, if we want to.  We have the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit and our own free will to do so.  We do not need to get mad, upset, hurt, or angry at others.  We do so only because we want to.


d.  No one can “make us angry.”  We do that to yourselves.  Anger belongs to us.  It originates in our soul, grows in our soul, and gives birth from our soul to slander, maligning, judging, and violence.

6.  God has given us everything necessary to fulfill this command and He demands that we obey this command as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and member of the royal family of God.  This demand applies equally to all members of the royal family of God, but especially to those who are pastors.

3

