1 Thes 5:11


 is the inferential conjunction DIO, which is a crasis, the joining of two words to form one word.  The two words are the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS.  Literally it means “Because of which” or “For which reason.”  However, it became an idiomatic inferential conjunction meaning “Therefore” or “For this reason.”  Because we are members of the royal family of God and have eternal salvation and will live with God forever, God expects certain things of us, one of which is described here.

 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage, to comfort, to cheer up.”

The present tense is a customary present, which indicates an action that is reasonably expected to occur.  God expects you to be an encouragement and comfort to others with your application of doctrine, not a legalistic jackass.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers with doctrine circulating in their souls are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another” or “each other.”
 is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to build, erect; encourage, strengthen, edify; rebuild, and restore.”  Here it means, “to strengthen.”

The present tense is a customary present, which indicates an action that is reasonably expected to occur.  God expects you to be an encouragement and comfort to others with your application of doctrine, not a legalistic jackass.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers with doctrine circulating in their souls are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.


is the nominative subject from the masculine singular numeral HEIS, meaning “one” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article HO and numeral HEIS, meaning “the one.”  Literally this says “and one strengthen the one.”  This is an idiom, meaning “one another.”  However the literal has significant input into the meaning of the passage.


a.  Paul makes a point not to use ALLĒLWN again, which means “one another.”

b.  Everyone in the royal family of God is expected to be a comfort and encouragement to the other members.  We are expected to be a comfort and encouragement to others when they loose a loved one in death and must wait until the Rapture to see them again.


c.  Not everyone has a special ministry of strengthening other believers when loved ones are taken in death.  This special ministry belongs only to the mature believer.  He or she is singled out in this passage dramatically by putting him/her in the nominative case where the accusative case is expected and attaching that word in the nominative to a accusative case object in the form of an idiom.


d.  That one special person with that one special ministry of strengthening other believers is the function of the mature believer who has already mastered the application of the problem solving devices.  Only mature believers have done this and are qualified to be a real comfort to those who have lost a loved one.  That is why Paul singled out this person dramatically using a grammatical construction that leaps off the page of Scripture and shouts, “this is different.”

e.  Every member of the royal family has the ministry of encouragement.  The mature believer also has the ministry of strengthening.  The purpose, function, and design of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is to give us the information we need to face the disasters of life with problem solving devices from the word of God.  Mature believers reinforce this teaching by helping other believers in times of tragedy to remember those doctrines they have learned.


f.  Doctrine is your strength.  It is more powerful than the ruler of the world.  It is more powerful than all the sins of the world gathered together and judged.  It is more powerful than any torture, more powerful than any painful death, more powerful than any source of pleasure and stimulation we can imagine.


g.  Doctrine conquers all.  And doctrine in our soul comes through the consistent, faithful intake of the word of God.

“For this reason comfort one another and strengthen one another,”
is the comparative adverb KATHWS plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “just as certainly.”
 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb POIEW, meaning “to do.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on among the Thessalonian believers.


The active voice indicates that believers with metabolized doctrine circulating in their stream of consciousness are producing the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“just as certainly you are doing.”
1 Thes 5:11 corrected translation
“For this reason comfort one another and strengthen one another, just as certainly you are doing.”
Explanation:
1.  There are two ways we can help other believers in time of crisis.


a.  We can be a comfort and encouragement to them.


b.  We can strengthen them.

2.  How do we comfort an unbeliever?  We can’t!  We can only give them the gospel with emphasis on the grace of God and a total attitude of grace orientation on our part.

3.  How do we comfort another believer?  It depends, because there are two kinds—the negative believer with no doctrine and the positive believer who is in a state of shock.


a.  The negative believer is no different than the unbeliever except he or she doesn’t need the gospel.


b.  The negative believer needs to be reminded of eternal security and the importance of Bible doctrine as the only answer to problems in life.

4.  The positive believer is the one we can help the most.


a.  The first thing we must do is have an attitude of grace orientation toward them.  Remember that they are hurting and need grace more than they need our pious words of wisdom.


b.  The second thing is to help them remember that God is a God of grace.



(1)  Rom 8:28, “We know in fact that God works all things together for those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”


(2)  Rom 8:32, “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him gracious give us all things?”


(3)  2 Tim 3:10-12, “But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me!  And indeed, all who desire to live the spiritual life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”


(4)  2 Cor 4:7-11, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.”


(5)  Rom 8:35-39, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation [historical disaster], or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword [military disaster]?  Just as it stands written, `For Your sake we are being put to death the entire day; We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’  Nevertheless in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him who loved us.  Therefore I stand convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

c.  Bible doctrine is the only comfort and encouragement for the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The word of God and ministries of the Holy Spirit are the strength of the believer in time of crisis.  The mature believer comforts and encourages other believers by reminding them of God’s grace, God’s plan for their life, and their position in Christ, which includes sharing in the sufferings of Christ.  The mature believer then helps the suffering believer to remember the promises of God and relationship with our Lord  as the only solution to the problems of life.

5.  We cannot solve other people’s problems for them, but we can point them in the right direction.  People must solve problems for themselves.  We can comfort and encourage them; we can point them in the right direction, but they must apply their own doctrine to solve their own problems.

6.  What does the Scripture say about comfort and encouragement?


a.  The Holy Spirit is the source of comfort, Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria were having prosperity, having been edified; and advancing in respect for the Lord, in fact in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”

b.  Barnabas encouraged new believers to remain with the Lord, Acts 11:23.


c.  One of the function of communication gifts is to “strengthen the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in doctrine, and saying, `Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God,’“ Acts 14:22.


d.  The word of God produces encouragement among positive believers, Acts 15:30-32, “And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.  And Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message.”

e.  Paul constantly comforted and encouraged believers, Acts 20:1-2, where the word PARAKALĒSAS (Aorist Active Participle) is mistranslated “exhorted.”

f.  The Scriptures are a source of encouragement, Rom 15:4, “For as many doctrines as had been written before, they were for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”

g.  Encouragement is a grace gift from God, Rom 15:5, “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus.”

h.  The major passage on comfort is 2 Cor 1:3-7.



(1)  God the Father is the source of comfort, 2 Cor 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,”


(2)  God comforts us and expects us to comfort others, 2 Cor 7:4, “who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”


(3)  We have comfort through are relationship with Christ, 2 Cor 7:5, “For just as we have the sufferings of Christ in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.”


(4)  The comfort provided by God is taught through affliction, 2 Cor 7:6, “But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and deliverance; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer.”


(5)  All believers who are positive to doctrine share in suffering and in comfort, 2 Cor 1:7, “and our confidence in you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers in our sufferings, so also you are sharers in our comfort.”  Compare 2 Cor 7:4, “Great is my confidence in you, great is my boasting on your behalf; I am filled with comfort.  I am overflowing with joy in all our affliction.”

i.  Positive volition to doctrine is a great comfort to those who teach doctrine, 2 Cor 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.”  Compare verses 5-7.


j.  There is comfort and encouragement in Christ, Phil 2:1, “If therefore there is any comfort in Christ [and there is]...”

k.  God has given us eternal comfort, 2 Thes 2:16, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, even God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good confidence by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.”

l.  Virtue love is encouraging and comforting to others, Phile 7, “For I have come to have much happiness and comfort by your love, because the hearts of the believers have been refreshed through you, brother.”
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