1 Thes 5:1


is the postpositive transitional use of the particle DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun CHRONOS, meaning “concerning the times.”  This is a reference to the organization of human history by God into categorical periods of time called dispensations.  The best translation for this word is “dispensations.”

1.  There are four Geek words used for time.


2.  OIKONOMIA, which is translated “dispensation.”


a.  It means the administration of a business or an estate, the management of a household.  It is translated by three words:  order (instead of chaos), a plan (instead of confusion), and arrangement (instead of disarray).  It connotes policy, administration and provision by God for believers in a period of history.  The translation “dispensation” originates from the policies and provisions of God for a particular historical era.



b.  The word is used in Eph 1:10, 3:2; Col 1:25.



c.  The word is now used as a technical theological term for an era of human history from the divine viewpoint.



d.  Those who translate this as “administration” are wrong; this word is more technical than that, and it must refer to dispensations as separate from all other types of administrations.


3.  The Greek word AION is generally translated “age.”  It refers to a dispensation as a category of human history such as the “age” of Israel or Church “age.”  Hence, the noun is used for divine categories in human history in such passages as Rom 16:25; Eph 3:9; Col 1:26.


4.  The Greek word KAIROS means time as an “epoch” or “era,” a chronological order or system, a period of time characterized by distinctive development within that period.  This word is used as a technical term for the dispensational categories of “the last times” in 1 Thes 5:1.  It is used for orientation to the Church Age in Rom 13:11, 8:18, 11:5.  It is used for orientation to the Jewish Age in Eph 2:11-12.  In Lk 21:24, it is used for the “times of the Gentiles” which runs co-terminously with the Church Age.  It is used for the word “epochs” in Acts 1:6-7.


5.  The Greek word CHRONOS means time as a succession of events.  It is used to portray the chronology of history or time as a series of points.  Occasionally, it is used for a section of time in chronology, which then refers to a dispensation.  In Rom 16:25, CHRONOS is used for all dispensations prior to the Church Age combined with AION).  Peter also used this word for dispensations in 1 Pet 1:20.  So this word is used three ways: time in its course, a section of time, i.e., a dispensation, a point of time.

is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun KAIROS, which means “epochs” and is a technical term for the dispensational organization of the last times, i.e., the Church Age, the Tribulation, and the Millennium.  The Granville-Sharp rule comes into play here.  We have two nouns connected by the conjunction KAI, each having their own article.  This means that the two nouns do not refer to the same thing, but to two different things.  CHRONOS refers to the entire subject of dispensations.  KAIROS refers to a specific part of the subject of dispensations, the last or end times: Church Age, Tribulation, and Millennium.
is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren,” a reminder that these are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, who have already received thorough teaching on the subject of dispensations and the end times of human history from Paul and his companions.

“Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren,”
is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “no, not” and slams the door shut.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHREIA, meaning “need” and the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning, “to have.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action of the verb, being fully cognizant of the teaching of dispensations.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.  These believers learned this doctrine and fully understood it and it was not necessary for Paul to teach it again at this time.

 is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you all.”
 is the present passive infinitive from the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to be written.”  The infinite is used as a substantive and functions as the indirect object of the verb ECHW.  The Greek structure literally says, “You do not have need to be written to you.”  This is somewhat idiomatic and we would add the word “anything” to smooth out the translation.

“you have no need to have anything written to you.”
1 Thes 5:1 corrected translation
“Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul and Timothy had already thoroughly taught and inculcated the Thessalonians in the doctrine of dispensations, especially the doctrines concerning the end times—the Church Age, Tribulation, and Millennium.  Therefore there was no need for Paul to write anything further at this time.

2.  But we need to make sure that there is no misunderstanding about the last times; therefore, a quick overview of dispensations is helpful to us.

a.  A dispensation is a period of time in human history expressed in terms of divine revelation.  The inerrancy of the Word of God is the source for looking at history from the divine viewpoint.  Therefore, dispensation is a technical theological term used primarily by the apostle Paul in the presentation of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.


b.  Dispensations are divine categories of human history; therefore, both the divine outline and the divine interpretation of human history.  There are many interpretations of history, but the only accurate interpretation is dispensational, i.e., divine.

c.  A dispensation is defined as a period of time during which a particular revelation of God’s mind and God’s will is operative, and during which man is tested as to his obedience to that specific manifestation of God’s will, purpose, and plan.

d.  Dispensations constitute the divine administration of history.  Dr. Harry A. Ironside defined dispensations in his book, In the Heavenlies, as:  “a particular order or a condition of things prevailing in a special age which does not necessarily prevail in another age.”


e.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Eph 1:9-10, “having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He planned in Him for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events, i.e. ‘dispensation’] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him;”


(2)  Eph 3:1‑2, “For this reason, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you, the Gentiles—inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit,…”



(3)  Col 1:25, “Of which [Church Age] I have become a minister on the basis of this dispensation from God, which has been given to me for your benefit that I might implement your deficiency in the Word of God.”

f.  The dispensation of the Gentiles began with the creation of mankind and continued to the Exodus.


g.  The dispensation of the Jews, or Israel, runs from the Exodus to the birth of Christ, B.C. 1441 until 4 B.C.


h.  The dispensation of the Hypostatic Union runs from the birth of Christ in B.C. 4 to the resurrection and ascension of Christ in A.D. 30,

i.  The dispensation of the Church Age runs from the Day of Pentecost in 30 A.D. until the Rapture of the Church, time unknown by all but God.  It is divided into two parts: the pre‑Canon period, the time of the Book of Acts and temporary spiritual gifts, runs from 30 ‑ 96 A.D. and the post‑Canon period, the period at present, runs from 96 A.D. to the Rapture of the Church.


j.  The Tribulation dispensation, which runs from the Rapture of the Church to the Second Advent, also called Daniel’s 70th week, is technically the end of the Jewish Age, lasting seven years.


k.  The Millennial reign of Christ runs from the Second Advent of Christ to the end of human history, lasting 1,000 years.
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