1 Thes 4:8


 is the inferential particle TOIGAROUN, which means “For that very reason, then, or therefore.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular present active participle from the verb ATHETEW, which means “to reject, to not recognize.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that any one who rejects this principle of doctrine produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
 is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not.”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man(kind).”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ATHETEW, meaning “to reject.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that whoever rejects this doctrine produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Literally this says “the one who rejects” without a direct object, defining what it is that is rejected by men.  For the context of what is being said, what is rejected is this teaching, instruction, or doctrine, concerning which Paul is reminding the Thessalonians.  Therefore, I add as the direct object “[this doctrine]” for clarification.

 is the adversative conjunction ALLA which introduces a strong contrast and is translated “but.”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and the noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“For that very reason the one who rejects does not reject man but God,”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “the One who gives.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who” and referring to God the Father.


The present tense is an aoristic present, for a simple statement of fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial, which adds an additional thought to the main verb.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and the articular noun HAGIOS used as an adjective.  The phrase is translated “His Holy Spirit.”
is the preposition EIS plus the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to us.”
“the One who gives His Holy Spirit to us.”
1 Thes 4:8 corrected translation
“For that very reason the one who rejects does not reject man but God, the One who gives His Holy Spirit to us.”
Explanation:
1.  Because God the Father has called us into the sphere of sanctification, whoever rejects the doctrine that sexual immorality is wrong rejects God.


a.  No believer can reject this doctrine and ever advance to spiritual adulthood.


b.  No believer can reject this doctrine and ever have any honor, integrity, or virtue.


c.  No believer can reject this doctrine and pass thought testing.


d.  No believer can reject this doctrine and receive his or her blessings for time.


e.  No believer can reject this doctrine and glorify God.


f.  No believer can reject this doctrine and ever have true happiness in life.


g.  No believer can reject this doctrine and ever be occupied with Christ.

2.  Mankind, under the control of the sin nature, has always rejected the doctrine of sexual morality.

a.  In the time of writing, Paul was faced with the beginnings of Gnosticism.  One of the sects of Gnosticism taught that in order to combat the sin nature, you had to give in to the lusts of the body completely.  Eventually, you would become so numb by all your experiences that the flesh was no longer stimulated by anything.  At that point, you could now control the sin nature.  This, of course, is totally erroneous.  The sin nature is never satisfied until the body is dead.


b. Satan is pushing the same system today without any religion connected to it.  People start out wanting simple fornication and end up in homosexuality, lesbianism, and group orgies.  People start out with a simple drugs like marijuana and eventually want greater and greater stimulation without end.

3.  Fornication is a rejection of God.  Adultery is a rejection of God.  Homosexuality and lesbianism are rejections of God.  Drug addiction and alcoholism are rejections of God.  All sin is rejection of God.

4.  Rejection of God never goes unpunished.  The justice of God will not stand for it.


a.  1 Cor 5:9-11, “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people; by no means did this refer to the sexually immoral people of the cosmic system...; for then you would have to go out of the world.  But actually I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be a sexually immoral person...not even to eat with such a one.”

b.  1 Cor 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous [unbelievers] shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor males homosexuals who act like the female partner, nor male homosexuals who act like the male partner, ...shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you; but you were washed [baptism of the Holy Spirit], but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.”

c.  1 Cor 6:15, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot?  May it never be!”

d.  1 Cor 6:18-20, “Flee sexual immorality.  Every sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the man who constantly fornicates sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.”
5.  God has given us the filling of the Holy Spirit to war against the lusts of the sin nature.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the divine power of God available to us to do whatever God asks of us.  We already have the power to say “no” to the sin nature.  The question is, “Do we really want to stop committing this category of sinning or not?”  Again, the spiritual life comes down to our thoughts, our decisions, and our motivation, which ultimately determines our actions.
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