1 Thes 4:7


 is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not.”
is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” or “For you see.”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to call, summon, to invite.”  This is one of the words used to describe God the Father’s invitation to believe in His Son Jesus Christ.  It is also used for the election or selection by God the Father in eternity past of each member of the human race who would believe in His Son.


The aorist tense is gnomic aorist, which regards a fact or truth as so fixed in its certainty or axiomatic in character that it is described as though it were actually occurring right now.  The axiomatic truth is that God the Father has not called us for the purpose of impurity or immorality.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”  This includes every member of the royal family of God during the dispensation of the Church Age.

is the nominative subject from the monadic use of the masculine singular article plus the noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.

is the preposition EPI plus the dative of purpose from the feminine singular noun AKATHARSIA, which means “for the purpose of…”  The word AKATHARSIA is used in the various ways by Paul:


1.  1 Thes 2:3, “For our exhortation was not from delusion nor from impure motive nor with deceit.”  Here the word refers to impurity in a general sense without any sexual connotation.


2.  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity [AKARTHARSIA], sexual immorality [PORNEIA], and sensuality (mental sexual sins) [ASELGEIA] which they have practiced.”  Here AKATHARSIA is in the list of the three categories of sexual sins.  As the first word in the list, it indicates a category of sexual impurity more severe than normal fornication and adultery.  Hence, it refers to abnormal sexual sins, such as: bestiality, pederasty, incest, and necrophilia.


3.  Gal 5:19, “Now the works from the source of the sin nature are evident, which are: sexual immorality [PORNEIA], impurity [AKATHARSIA], sensuality [ASELGEIA=mental fornication].”  These are the three Greek categories of sexual sins: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, and mental sexual sins.


4.  Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: normal sexual sins [PORNEIA], abnormal sexual sins [AKARTHARSIA], sinful sexual passion [PATHOS], evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”

5.  Rom 1:24, “Therefore God delivered them over in the lusts of their hearts to sexual immorality [AKATHARSIA], that their bodies might be degraded among them.”  Here AKATHARSIA refers to the general condition of sexual lust and passion, which is totally out of control and degrading in every way.  The example in context, which follows, is homosexuality and lesbianism.


6.  Rom 6:19, “I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your sin nature.  For just as you presented your members as slaves to sexual immorality [AKATHARSIA] and to lawlessness, resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.”  Here AKATHARSIA refers to the general category of all sexual sins.


7.  Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to licentiousness (mental sexual sins [ASELGEIA], resulting in the practice of every kind of sexual immorality [AKATHARSIA] with insatiable lust.”  Here the degree of severity goes from the mental sins to the whole realm of overt sins.


8.  Eph 5:3, “But fornication [PORNEIA] and all impurity [AKATHARSIA] or insatiable erotic desire should not even be mentioned among you, as is protocol for the saints.”  Here AKATHARSIA is made equal with insatiable erotic desire; therefore, a reference to abnormal sexual sins.  The degree of severity of the sins in this passage goes from bad to worse.


9.  Therefore in our passage AKATHARSIA refers to the general category of sexual immorality, which is exactly Paul’s subject in this part of the epistle.

“For God has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality,”
is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun HAGIASMOS, meaning “holiness, consecration, or sanctification.”  This is the same word used in verses three and four in our chapter, and is the subject of Paul’s dissertation.

“but into the sphere of sanctification.”
1 Thes 4:7 corrected translation
“For God has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality, but into the sphere of sanctification.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul gives us the summary principle for sexual conduct in the life of the believer.  God has selected, called, and chosen us from all the mass of humanity to live our spiritual life in the sphere of sanctification, not for the purpose of sexual immorality.

2.  God the Father elected or chose us in eternity past to live as members of the human race.

3.  God the Father chose or selected us in eternity past to be members of the royal family of God.

4.  God the Father selected or elected us in eternity past to have the most unique spiritual life that has ever existed.

5.  This spiritual life centers on the influence and empowering of the Holy Spirit and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

6.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the experience of our being set apart unto God.  We belong to Him and no one and nothing can ever change that.
7.  Sanctification means being set apart unto God for some special reason or purpose.  We are set apart to glorify God by obeying His will and give unmitigating testimony to the truthfulness of 
God that inferior creatures to fallen angels can and will obey and love God unconditionally.
8.  The sphere of our sanctification is the filling of the Spirit.  Every moment we are under the influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit we are doing the will of God, glorifying God, and testifying against Satan and the fallen angels as a part of our unique spiritual life.
9.  The function of our sanctification is Bible doctrine circulating in our stream of conscious thoughts, which are applied to every circumstance of life to the glory of God.
10.  God the Father’s purpose for the Church Age believer is that he or she be filled, empowered, influenced and taught by the Holy Spirit, learn the word of God, and apply what we have learned through the various spiritual problem-solving devices God has provided for us, such as the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, acknowledging our sins to God.
11.  God the Father has elected or chosen us in eternity past and given us spiritual freedom in time for this purpose—to be filled with the Spirit, to learn doctrine, and live the spiritual life that is unique to the Church Age as the Bride of Christ.
12.  Some believers take this God given spiritual freedom and use it for the gratification of their own pleasures.  The example used here is the distortion of sex for self-gratification.  This is never a part of our spiritual life and does not glorify God in any way.
13.  However, sex is not the only distortion of freedom common among men.  Some of the modern day examples include: drugs, alcohol, social life, parties, doing things with friends to the exclusion of God, watching television, shopping, reading, working on the job, working around the house.  Drug and alcohol abuse are abnormal and never condoned by the word of God.

14.  A lot of things in life are perfectly normal and can be a regular part of our life.  However, the problem comes when these things take priority over our spiritual life.


a.  Social life, parties, and doing things with friends are wonderful and should be enjoyed on occasion, but they are not the purpose for which God has called us into the sphere of our unique spiritual life.


b.  Watching television, going to the movies, shopping, playing sports, or whatever we like to do most is wonderful and should be enjoyed on occasion, but they are not the purpose for which God has called us into the sphere of our unique spiritual life.


c.  Reading, studying, working on the job or at home can and should be enjoyable things, but they are not the purpose for which God has called us into the sphere of your unique spiritual life.

15.  For the person without doctrinal standards, without virtue, without integrity, without honor, sexual immorality is only stimulating.  But God has invited us to share His very own happiness, which is far, far greater than any sexual stimulation we could ever have.

16.  God has not given us spiritual freedom, so we can do as we please.  God has given us spiritual freedom, so we can grow in grace, receive greater blessing and happiness from Him than anything Satan has to offer as a cheap substitute, and glorify God in our invisible but real testimony as witnesses for Him against Satan and the fallen angels.

17.  God has called us into the sphere of sanctification for a reason, a far greater reason than a few seconds of sexual stimulation from some other person.
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