1 Thes 4:6


is the accusative neuter singular from the article HO with the subjective negative adverb MĒ plus the present active infinitive from the verb HUPERBAINW, which means “to go beyond, to overstep, to transgress, to break the law, to trespass, to sin.”  It is only used once in the New Testament.


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a condition, which perpetually exists—the husband is to acquire the sexual love of his own wife in sanctification and honor rather than through the motivation of lust so that he does not sin.


The active voice indicates the husband produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result, which expresses the consequences of performing the action of the main verb “to not acquire the sexual love of one’s wife based on lust.”  That consequence being that the act of sex does not result in the sinful expression of lust.

Explanation:

1.  Sex is a right thing because it was created and designed by God for man’s happiness and expression of love.


2.  A right thing must be done in a right way.


3.  If sex is done out of lust, it is a wrong thing.


4.  The motivation for sex must be other-gratification, not self-gratification.


5.  Lust forces itself on the other person or coerces their volition.


6.  Lust is a wrong thing.  Sex motivated by lust is a right thing done in a wrong way, therefore, it is wrong.


7.  Right sex requires the mutual agreement of the volition of both parties without the stated or implied threat of reprisal or revenge for failure to agree to have sex.


8.  For sex (a right thing) to be done right both must want to do it, must agree on what should or should not be done, and must seek the gratification of the other person.  This glorifies God.  Taking what we want, when we want it, just because we want it is the modus operandi of the lust pattern of the old sin nature, i.e., HUPERBAINW.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the present active infinitive from the verb PLEONEKTEW, which means “to take advantage of, to cheat, outwit, defraud.”  Paul also uses the word in 2 Cor 7:2, 12:17-18.


The present tense is a tendential present for that which is purposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that some husbands are taking advantage of their wives in sex.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.  It is translated “and take advantage of.”
is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and the noun PRAGMA, which means “matter, thing, affair; event, happening, deed.”  It is translated “in this matter.”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “fellow-believer” plus the possessive genitive third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his fellow-believer” and referring to one’s wife.

“so that he not transgress and take advantage of his fellow-believer [the wife] in this matter,”
Explanation:

1.  Notice that Paul places the responsibility for right sex done in a right way squarely on the shoulders of the man.  Both partners in sex are equally free to initiate sex (it is not the man’s job because he is the authority—there is no authority in sex; sex is freedom from authority for the man and freedom from being dominated for the woman).  However, the man is responsible for not committing the sin of lusting after his wife and taking advantage of her.


2.  When we lust after our wife, we are committing sin.  Is wanting to have sex with our wife lust?  No!!  Lust wants to have sex with our wife so we can gratify self.


3.  The desire to have sex and please self is arrogance and lust.  The desire to have sex and please our spouse is the true enjoyment of sex.


4.  Women are just as guilty as men when it comes to committing this sin—wanting to gratify self; however, the man is much more prone to commit this sin than the woman.  If the man consistently gratifies the woman sexually, she has no desire for self-gratification.  Likewise, if the woman consistently gratifies the man, he has no desire for self-gratification.


5.  Lust and self-gratification in sex is taking advantage of our spouse.  We are using them for our own pleasure, and this quickly leads to disappointment.  Disappointment develops quickly into resentment.  Resentment turns into bitterness.  Bitterness motivates revenge.  Revenge is never satisfied; therefore, bitterness becomes hatred.  Hatred is manifest in violence.


6.  This downward spiral of mental, verbal, and overt sins often results in divorce for “incompatibility.”  Both are incompatible and arrogant.  Arrogance motivates self-gratification and begins the downward spiral.


7.  Notice Paul’s emphasis on the wife as a fellow-believer.  Paul could have used a different Greek word to indicate ‘wife’, but instead he used the word ADELPHOS, which is the common term throughout the New Testament for a fellow-believer.  In essence, Paul has placed the emphasis on the fact that the woman is not a wife, not inferior, not a sex object, not a servant of the husband, but a co-equal, co-eternal, co-righteous fellow member of the royal family of God.  In an indirect but powerful way, Paul is saying, “You would never take advantage of another male fellow-believer in your normal daily life because of your personal love for God the Father and unconditional love for all mankind.  Therefore, you have no right to take advantage of your wife in sex either, because she is also a fellow-believer in Christ.”
is the causal conjunction DIOTI, meaning “because.”
is the predicate nominative masculine singular adjective EKDIKOS used as a substantive meaning “avenger” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular anarthrous noun KURIOS meaning “the Lord” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ellipsis demands the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “[is].”
is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter plural adjective PAS and the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “concerning all these things.”
“because the Lord [is] an avenger concerning all these things,”
is the comparative particle KATHWS and the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “just as also.”
 is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the defective verb PROEIPON (which is the aorist form of the verb PROLEGW), which means “to foretell, to tell beforehand.”  Here it means “to mention previously.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at all that Team Paul has taught in the past, but regards it from its existing results—the Thessalonians already understand this principle.


The active voice indicates that Team Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb DIAMARTUROMAI, which means “to charge, warn, adjure; to solemnly testify or bear witness.”

The aorist tense is culminative as the previous verb.


The middle voice is deponent, which means it acts like an active voice.


The indicative mood is declarative again.

“just as also we have previously mentioned and solemnly testify.”
1 Thes 4:6 corrected translation
“so that he not transgress and take advantage of his fellow-believer [the wife] in this matter, because the Lord [is] an avenger concerning all these things, just as also we have previously mentioned and solemnly testify.”
Explanation:
1.  What does God expect of us regarding sex in marriage?  1 Thes 4:3ff, “For this is the will of God:


a.  “that you abstain from sexual immorality,”

b.  “that you acquire the sexual love of your wife in sanctification and honor, not with passion from lust,”

c.  “so that you not sin and take advantage of your wife.”
2.  Why does God expect this conduct from us?  “Because the Lord is an avenger concerning all these things.”

a.  Men have authority over their wives in marriage.  They exercise this authority by the motivation of personal love for God, the function of unconditional love toward their wives.  No man can love his wife unless he first has personal love for God which motivates him to have unconditional love for her.


b.  Why does a man need unconditional love?  Because his wife has volition, free will, and her very own ideas, thoughts, motivations, which may not always agree with what he wants.


c.  The man must be virtuous toward woman at all times, no matter what she does.  This is the only way he can continue to love her.


d.  Therefore, no man has the right to demand sex from his wife, force himself sexually on her, or take what he wants without her consent.


e.  So what if he does, you ask?  “The Lord is her avenger concerning all these things.”


(1)  If we mistreat, abuse, take advantage of our wife, she doesn’t have to do anything to get revenge, the Lord will take action automatically.  She doesn’t even have to ask for His help.  This passage doesn’t say that the Lord is an avenger as long as she lives a holy life and prays for help.  God’s help comes automatically to the woman in marriage.



(2)  There is only one thing that prevents the Lord from helping the woman—taking matters into her own hands.  If she seeks revenge, regardless of the form it takes, then the Supreme Court of Heaven must act against her as equally guilty.


f.  No man has the right to use his wife as a sex object to gratify his lust.  God designed the woman to respond to our virtue, our honor, and our integrity, not our lust.  A woman may give us pseudo sexual response from her own sexual lust, but that is nothing in comparison to the genuine sexual desire a woman has for a man she respects and loves.

g.  No woman ever respects a man who takes advantage of her.  The love of a woman who doesn’t respect you is no love at all.  At best she is just faking you out.


h.  No man ever gets away with cheating on his wife.  The Lord is an avenger of all these things even if she never finds out.

3.  “Just as also we previously mentioned and solemnly testify.”

a.  This is not the first time Paul taught this lesson and it will not be the last.  He will teach it many times again to the Corinthian believers.


b.  Genuine, true, sexual love is a biblical subject that demands accurate teaching because of all the Satanic counterfeits taught in our society.


c.  The correct teaching of biblical sex is such an important subject that it bears repeating.  Parents are horribly negligent if they don’t have the courage to sit down with their children and train them in the difference between God’s design for sex in marriage versus Satan’s counterfeit of sex anywhere at anytime with any body.


d.  When Paul adds the phrase “and solemnly testify”, don’t imagine that he means that we must always be solemn when talking about sex.  This phrase means, “I am telling you something that is absolutely true.”  It is an absolute truth that God will avenge the woman who has been mistreated in sex, whether that mistreatment is from adultery on the part of the man, the man using his wife for self-gratification, or just taking advantage of her sexually in some way.


e.  And since God is always impartial in these matters, the same holds true for the woman who does these things.

4.  God wants us to the have the greatest sex life imaginable.  Satan doesn’t want us to find out how good sex really is.  The choice is ours.
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