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
is the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the sovereignty of God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun THELĒMA, meaning “will, purpose, plan.”
is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, translated “of God.”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and the noun HAGIASMOS, which means “holiness, consecration, sanctification.”  “Holiness” is a good translation as long as holiness is understood as the manner in which you as a believer are set apart until God, i.e., your experiential sanctification.  With this we have the second person plural possessive genitive of the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification,”
is an accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all” and is used as the subject of the present middle infinitive from the verb APECHW, which means in the middle “to keep away, abstain.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what should now be going on.  This is also a tendential present for that which purposed but not yet taking place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the Thessalonians as the agents responsible for producing the action of abstaining from sexual sins.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which denotes the aim of the action expressed in the main verb “is.”  God’s will is for your sanctification.

 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun PORNEIA, which means “from prostitution, unchastity, or fornication.”  It is used for every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse, which we can summarize as “sexual immorality.”

1.  1 Cor 5:1, “It is actually reported that there is PORNEIA among you, and PORNEIA of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.”

2.  1 Cor 6:13b, “Yet the body is not for PORNEIA [sexual immorality], but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body.”  Compare 1 Cor 6:9, where the word PORNOS is translated “fornicators” and the word MOICHOS is translated “adulterers.”

3.  1 Cor 7:2, “But because of PORNEIAs, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.”

4.  1 Cor 6:18, “Flee PORNEIA.  Every sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the one who PORNEUW’s [constantly commits sexual immorality] sins against his own body.”

5.  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, PORNEIA [sexual immorality] and sensuality which they have practiced.”

6.  Eph 5:3, “But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;”

7.  Gal 5:19, “For the works of the flesh [old sin nature] are evident, which are: PORNEIA,...”

8.  Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”

9.  Mt 15:19, “For out of the heart [thinking part of the soul] come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, perjury, slanders.”

10.  Mk 7:21, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts and sexual immoralities, thefts, murders, adulteries.”

11.  Mt 5:32, “but I say to you that every one who divorces his wife, except for the cause of PORNEIA, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

12.  Mt 19:9, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for PORNEIA, and marries another commits adultery.”

13.  Jn 8:41, “You are producing the deeds of your father.”  They said to Him, “We were not born because of PORNEIA [i.e., we are not bastards]; we have one Father, God.”

14.  Acts 15:20, “but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from PORNEIA and from what is strangled and from blood.”  Compare verse 29 and Acts 21:25 which say the same thing.

“that you abstain from sexual immorality,”
1 Thes 4:3 corrected translation
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality,”
Explanation:
1.  God’s will for our life is that we live a life of holiness.  This is also called our sanctification, which is a reference to our experiential sanctification in time.

2.  This life is lived by being filled or influenced by God the Holy Spirit.

3.  One of the major characteristics of the Christian life is our sexual morality.  Therefore, we must understand what the Bible has to say about sexual morality and immorality.


a.  There are two categories of sex operational in history.



(1)  Legitimate sex, which God invented for marriage.  Sex in marriage emphasizes the doctrinal principle that each spouse has a responsibility to the other.  And this responsibility includes the purpose of sex as an expression of both unity and virtue in marriage.  

God designed sex to be an expression of both virtue and unity.


(2)  Illegitimate sex, which is man’s sinful and evil distortion of what God has so graciously provided.  The castle of marriage has invisible walls which isolate husband and wife in marriage and cause their relationship to be unique.  Illegitimate sex destroys the castle walls of marriage.  1 Cor 7:2, “But because of every kind of unlawful sex, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.”  


b.  Sex outside of marriage is always classified as a sin, Lev 18; 20:10-23; Num 5:12-13; Dt 5:22-23.

c.  Sex outside of marriage is sin, evil, and degeneracy.  Sex outside of marriage can also be crime.  Sex outside of marriage is forbidden, Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18; Mt 5:27f, 19:18; Rom 13:8-9; 1 Cor 6:13,18; 1 Thes 4:3-4; Heb 13:4; Eph 5:3.
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