1 Thes 4:2


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, which is translated “Now” or “For.”  With this we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect in which attention is directed wholly to the present resulting state, the past action being left out of the thought.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural interrogative pronoun TIS, used as an adjective and meaning “who, which one, what, what sort of.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PARAGGELIA, which means “orders, commands, precepts, advice.”  In Acts 16:24 it is used for “giving someone strict orders.”  In reference to the teaching of the apostles it means “instruction.”
 is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which regards all of the teaching of Paul to the Thessalonians in its entirety.


The active voice indicates Team Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the dative indirect object and advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you for your benefit.”
For you know what orders we gave to you for your benefit
 is the preposition DIA plus the genitive of cause from the masculine singular article and proper nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS.  It is translated “because of the Lord Jesus.”
“because of the Lord Jesus.”
1 Thes 4:2 corrected translation
“For you know what orders [precepts, instruction] we gave to you for your benefit because of the Lord Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is Paul’s introduction to a review of the major subjects he taught these believers while he was in Thessalonica.  The remainder of this chapter will be a review of those topics.


a.  Experiential sanctification related to sexual sins, verses 3-8.


b.  Unconditional love, verses 9-12.


c.  The rapture of the Church, verses 13-17.

2.  Notice that Paul is going to re-teach, reemphasize, and review material that he has already taught them.  Repetition is essential in learning.  You don’t show a child one time how to add or subtract, or write letters and expect him to know it.  You must do it over and over again.  The same is true in learning spiritual truths.  You must go over the material again and again so that you cannot forget it.

3.  The Spiritual Ambush.


a.  An ambush is a military operation, whereby you set a trap for your enemy to walk into, from which you expect to destroy him completely.  For the ambush to be successful it must be done in complete surprise; it must completely wipe out the enemy or reduce his fighting force to a level of total ineffectiveness.


b.  Satan sets up several ambushes for us in the spiritual life.  These ambushes always come when we least expect it.  When do we least expect an attack by Satan?  Right after we have been spiritually successful in some way.


c.  This is why the believer is most vulnerable to spiritual failure right after he attains some spiritual victory in life.  He has gained success in the spiritual life and is now most vulnerable to an ambush from the enemy.


d.  Applying doctrine is easy when we expect a crisis, but is most difficult when we are caught by surprise.  At times like this, we must do what comes automatic.  The only things that come automatic in life are those things we have done over and over again, so that we do them habitually, without thinking.


e.  In a military ambush, you learn what are called battle drills for reacting to different unexpected situations, like an ambush.  These battle drills are practiced over and over again, so that you automatically do the right thing under pressure when you don’t have time to think.


f.  This is exactly what we must do in our spiritual life by the use of the problem solving devices.  We must learn and practice them so much that when the spiritual ambush comes we react automatically with our spiritual battle drills.


g.  Spiritual ambushes include the following:



(1)  The temptation to become arrogant about the doctrine we know.



(2)  The temptation to become emotional about some sin we have committed.



(3)  The temptation to become arrogant about some success, promotion, achievement we have achieved.



(4)  The temptation to become emotional about our relationship with God or other believers.



(5)  The temptation to become arrogant about ourselves in some area of life and succumb to our favorite area of lust.



(6)  The temptation to become emotional about ourselves in some area of life and succumb to our favorite area of sin.

4.  Unexpected crisis and disasters are also ambushes in our spiritual lives for which we must be thoroughly prepared.  We are not prepared for an ambush by emotion, by singing, by any kind of feeling.  We are prepared for ambush by thought—by the automatic thoughts of the spiritual problem solving devices.

5.  Paul uses a military word (PARANGELIA=orders, commands) to emphasize the fact the spiritual life is analogous to military life.  He also makes this same point at the end of the verse when he alludes to the authority of the Lord Jesus as the reason for his actions.


a.  Paul is under orders “because of the Lord Jesus” to teach doctrine over and over again so believers will learn it.


b.  The Thessalonians are under orders from Paul and the other apostles and pastors over them to learn doctrine and be ready to use that doctrine in times of spiritual ambush.

6.  Receiving the repetition of doctrine on a consistent basis as preparation for the many spiritual ambushes of life and being under orders to be prepared to defeat those ambushes has always been, is now, and will always be for our benefit.  God makes us suffer a little in Bible class so we don’t have to suffer a lot in life.  The choice is ours.
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