1 Thes 4:11



is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the present deponent middle infinitive from the verb PHILOTIMEOMAI, which means “to have as one’s ambition, to consider it an honor, to aspire.”

The present tense is a progressive and customary present for a continuous action that is reasonably expected.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the Thessalonian believers are expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which further explains the main verb “we encourage you,” functioning as an indirect object of the main verb.
 is the present active infinitive from the verb HĒSUCHAZW, which means “to be quiet, to rest, to live quietly.”

The present tense is a customary present to indicate that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers are to produce the action of the verb.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which further explains the previous infinitive, functioning as an indirect object of infinitive “to consider it an honor.”  This could also be regarded as an infinitive of purpose—the purpose of Paul’s encouragement here is that these believers will consider it an honor to live a quiet life.

“and to consider it an honor to live quietly”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the present active infinitive from the verb PRASSW, which means “to do, accomplish, practice.”  With the direct object that follows it forms an idiom, which means, “to mind one’s own business.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that these believers and by application all believers are expected to produce the action of the verb.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective IDIOS, which means “one’s own things.”  Literally this says, “to do one’s own things” which is an idiom for minding one’s own business or living your own life.

“and to mind your own business”
is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the present deponent middle infinitive from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to work.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The middle voice is a deponent middle, which is middle in form, but active in meaning.  The Thessalonians and by application all of us produce the action of the verb.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive.

 is the instrumental of manner from the feminine plural article and adjective IDIOS plus the noun CHAIR with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with your own hands.”
“and to work with your own hands,”
 is the comparative particle KATHWS, meaning “just as.”
 is the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit.”
 is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARAGGELLW, which means “to command, to order, to give strict instructions.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers Paul’s previous teaching into a single whole.



The active voice indicates that Team Paul produced the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“just as we commanded for your benefit,”
1 Thes 4:11 corrected translation
“and to consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his sentence begun in verse ten.  The entire sentence so far reads: “Certainly indeed you keep on doing it [using unconditional love] toward all the brethren in all Macedonia, but we encourage all of you, brethren, to excel more, and consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit,…”
2.  Paul gave the principle of the royal family honor code (to love one another) as a function of the spiritual life in verse nine “for you yourselves are God-taught to love one another.”  Now he gives us three practical results of the function of the spiritual life.

3.  The first result of the function of the spiritual life is “to live quietly.”

a.  This is a reference to the principle of the separation of church and state.


b.  During the time of writing, there were many small groups of people seeking the overthrow of the authoritarian rule of the Roman Empire.  Among these were certain groups of Jews.  Paul did not want any city, state, or empire officials associating Christianity with revolution against their rule and authority.


c.  Everywhere Paul went, he was accused of stirring up trouble with this new religion, which was considered sedition because it rejected the worship of the ancient gods and especially the worship of the Roman Emperor.  Paul was considered by some to be a traitor to Rome.


d.  So this is a command to stay away from Christian activism.  Some theologians teach that Christians should do all that they can to change society and government by whatever means are necessary to bring about the standards of Christianity.  That is the exact opposite of what Paul teaches in our verse.

e.  However, the believer does have an ethical responsibility toward his society.



(1)  Evangelicals have rightly rejected liberalism, which believes in a social gospel.  The “social gospel” is the belief that Christ taught that you spread the gospel by changing society to conform with the standards of the Bible (as interpreted by the legalist).



(2)  The Bible clearly teaches that believers are to separate themselves from the evil of Satan’s system, Jn 17:14-17; Rom 12:2; Jam 4:4; 1 Jn 2:15-17.



(3)  Gal 6:10 says, “So then, while we have opportunity, Let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.”  From the context of Gal 6 “doing good” is a reference to living the Christian life.  Acts 10:38, “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good...”  The Lord Jesus Christ is our example, and never once did He advocate the violent overthrow of an evil government (both Jewish and Roman) nor did He attempt to change society by doing anything other than teaching the gospel and the word of God.



(4)  Examples of doing good to all men.




(a)  Proclaiming the gospel, 1 Cor 9:16.




(b)  Prayer for all men, 1 Tim 2:1-2, “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all mankind, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all piety and reverence [dignity, respectfulness, holiness].”



(c)  Financial support of poor believers, Gal 2:10; Rom 15:26; Acts 11:27-30.




(d)  Sympathetic concern and providing for those believers who are prisoners because of their doctrinal beliefs or ill treated for their doctrinal beliefs, Heb 13:3.




(e)  Prayer and financial support of widows and orphans, Jam 1:27.




(f)  Avoid social, economic, and racial prejudice through the impartial treatment of people, especially the poor within the Church, Jam 2:1-9.




(g)  Financial support and concern for oppression of poor workers, e.g., the need for prompt and fair payment of employees, Jam 5:1-6.


f.  Christians have the right to speak out against social evils and seek to solve them within the legitimate framework and laws of their nation.  But they have no right to do anything outside the established laws of the nation, 1 Pet 2:13-17.  No Christian ever has the right to get his or her local church involved in social action or social change.


g.  The major function of the believer on society is invisible impact.  The believer’s only visible impact will be around those who are intimately and closely associated with that believer.  God may or may not use us individually to help others; that is a private matter between us and the Lord.  But nowhere in Scripture is there any teaching about groups of Christians or the Church as a whole changing anything.

4.  The second result of the function of the spiritual life is “to mind your own business.”

a.  Your opinion is not important!


b.  It is rude, crude, and obnoxious for us to give our opinion when it is not asked for.


c.  Other people are entitled to their erroneous opinions, even about doctrine.  God does not ask for our help in straightening them out.  God does not want us to straighten them out; He is more than capable of doing it Himself.  God does not expect us to correct them when they are wrong.


d.  Leave other people alone, so they can make their own mistakes, figure out for themselves that they are wrong, and make their own corrections.  This is a part of growing up.  It is one of the hardest lessons for parents to learn.  It is difficult for parents to know when it is time to let go and let their child make their mistakes.


e.  Minding our own business includes keeping our mouth shut when we hear others criticizing someone else.  We have two options, change the subject or politely excuse ourselves.


f.  Minding our own business means keeping things confidential that someone tells us in confidence.  That is a part of our personal integrity.


g.  Minding our own business means not stepping in between a fight between two people we know.  They will both turn on you.  However, we do have the responsibility to try and reconcile them without taking sides, but this is extremely difficult and should be done with great caution, privately, and with respect for both parties concerned.

5.  The third result of the function of the spiritual life is “to work with your own hands.”

a.  This does not apply to those who are disabled or unable to work for some reason.


b.  If possible, we are not to be a burden financially to others.  “If a man will not work, let him not eat.”

c.  The local church has the responsibility for financial support of the poor, the widows, and the orphans within their congregation, and if financially able, for the care of other Christians is distress.


d.  “Working with your own hands” refers to any kind of work we are capable of, whether working in an office, serving in the military, manual labor, or whatever.  The point is: if we are able to work, do so, and don’t be a burden on others.  God will always provide work for those who are truly willing to work.  God will not permit his children to have to beg for food.  This is a part of His logistical grace provision.
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