1 Thes 3:7


 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this” which is idiomatic for “For this reason.”
 - is the first person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to be comforted, encouraged.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the entire effect of Timothy’s report into a single whole and regards it from the results it produced.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and his companions received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and refers to all the believers in the Thessalonian church.

“For this reason, we have been encouraged, brethren,”
 - is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause used after verbs which express feelings, opinions, plus the second person plural from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “because of you all.”
 - is the preposition EPI plus the locative of time from the adjective PAS, the article HO, the noun ANAGKĒ, meaning “distress, pressure,” the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” the noun THLIPSIS, meaning “affliction” and the possessive genitive from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “during all our distress and affliction.”

1.  Notice that one article governs both nouns ANAGKĒ and THLIPSIS.  This indicates that the two nouns are both referring to two parts of the same thing, per the Granville Sharp rule.


2.  The first word ANAGKĒ or “distress” refers to the inward pressure of stress attacking the soul and attempting to get us out of fellowship.


3.  The second word THLIPSIS or “affliction” refers to the outward pressure of persecution from others.


4.  Paul and his companions had both together at the same time.  This is normal, since persecution from others normally produces the tension in our soul to want to strike out and retaliate against others.  This is the inner pressure that we all face as a part of people testing.


5.  Persecution from others is usually a lot subtler than an open verbal attack against our very existence.  It comes in the form of giving someone else a dirty look, being a little sarcastic, deliberately saying something that will hurt the other person, putting someone down, making another person feel bad about themselves, calling someone names, playing mind games with other people, humiliating someone else, or trying to making them feel guilty.  All these and much more were used against Paul to create the “distress” in his soul.


6.  The Judaizers also openly sought to kill Paul whenever they could get the crowd stirred up.  This was the “affliction” to which Paul refers.

 - is the preposition DIA plus the genitive of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “because of your faith.”
“because of you during all our distress and affliction because of your faith,”
1 Thes 3:7 corrected translation
“For this reason, we have been encouraged, brethren, because of you during all our distress and affliction because of your faith,”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence so far reads, “But now, since Timothy has returned to us from you and proclaimed the good news to us with reference to your doctrine and your virtue-love, in fact that you keep on having a good memory of us at all times, longing to see us just as also we long to see you, for this reason, we have been encouraged, brethren, because of you during all our distress and affliction because of your faith,…”
2.  Paul has piled on the reasons for why he has been comforted.  They include:


a.  Because Timothy returned with a good report about them.


b.  Because Timothy’s good report centered around their love of doctrine and resultant virtue-love.


c.  Because of their fond memory of Team Paul.


d.  Because they wanted Team Paul to come back and teach more doctrine.


e.  Because they encouraged Team Paul during their distress and affliction while with them.


f.  Because they encouraged Team Paul during their absence from them.


g.  Because they continue to be positive to doctrine.

3.  Notice the central place the Thessalonians put on Bible doctrine as their priority.  Notice the central place Paul puts on Bible doctrine as the reason for his encouragement.

4.  Bible doctrine is the only way to face stress and adversity in life.
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