1 Thes 3:2


 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI used to explain a sentence, phrase, or clause which has preceded it.  It is translated “and so.”  It introduces the resultant action from Paul’s thinking.


1.  Before Paul decided to send Timothy to Thessalonica, he thought about what needed to be done.  He knew the situation was tenuous.  He knew the Judaizers would be at the throats of the new converts.


2.  He knew the Thessalonians had been positive to doctrine.  He knew he himself had gotten emotional over the whole situation to the point of being out of fellowship.  He knew there was nothing he could do personally, even though he wanted to go back and had tried to do so several times.  He knew that he could only do what God would permit.


3.  He knew that Timothy had the right spiritual assets to get the job done.



a.  He knew Timothy was a Jew and this would help Timothy get by the Judaizers.



b.  He knew Timothy was positive to doctrine and was able to teach doctrine.



c.  He knew Timothy was objective, stable, and eager to go.


4.  He knew that the situation required a low-key approach, for which Timothy was best qualified.


5.  When Paul thought before he acted (which was most of the time), the results were always compatible with God’s will, plan, and purpose.  When Paul reacted before thinking, the results were disastrous.


6.  Think before you act.  Think doctrine before you act.  Think metabolized doctrine before you act.  Think metabolized doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness and applied through one of the problem-solving devices before you act.

 - is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole Paul’s process of making the decision and acting to send Timothy.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions concurred in this course of action. 


1.  What is implied but not stated here is that Paul sought spiritual advice from other mature believers with him prior to sending Timothy.  There is nothing wrong with seeking advice from other mature believers about a spiritual matter concerning the public operation of a local church.  That is what we have here.



2.  There is everything wrong with seeking advice from other believers about living your own spiritual life before the Lord.



3.  For example, no church should ever decide to build a building based on the eager desires of its pastor, who may not have enough sense to come in out of the rain.  However, if the board of deacons and the pastor after consulting with the congregation and real estate experts and a building contractor in the local area come to the conclusion that it is a good idea, then you have the basis for making a wise decision.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of historical reality.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun, TIMOTHEOS, a reference to one of the central figures of the New Testament, “Timothy.”
“and so we sent Timothy,” 
Profile of Timothy
1.  Timothy was a seminary student and pastor in training of the apostle Paul.  He was his closest personal friend and one of several traveling companions.  (Silas, Luke, etc.)
2.  He is first mentioned in Acts 16:1 and is called a disciple.


a.  Paul came to Derbe and Lystra (two cities about 100 miles west of where Paul grew up in south central Turkey)—Lystra being the hometown of Timothy.



(1)  Paul went to Lystra on his first missionary journey, Acts 14:1-6, where he was stoned to death, Acts 14:19 cf. 2 Cor 11:25.  2 Tim 3:10-11 states that Timothy was aware of all of Paul’s persecutions in Lystra and the other surrounding cities.  However, since Paul did not meet Timothy until his second missionary journey Timothy was not converted by Paul on this first appearance in Lystra.



(2)  Paul went to Lystra on his second missionary journey, Acts 16:1, where he met Timothy for the first time.



(3)  Acts 16:1 tells us that Timothy’s mother was a Jewish believer.  She probably became a believer as a result of Paul’s first missionary journey and then evangelized her son.  2 Tim 1:5 tells of Timothy’s long heritage of faith—in his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice.  2 Tim 3:15 tells us that Timothy also had a long acquaintance with the Scriptures.



(4)  Timothy was a positive believer, being well spoken of by other believers in both Lystra and Iconium, a city just to the north of Lystra, Acts 16:2 cf 2 Tim 3:10-11.


b.  The meeting of Paul and Timothy occurred after the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas over the previous desertion of Mark, Acts 15:36-40.  Therefore, it appears that Timothy was the Lord’s replacement in Paul’s ministry for Mark.  As Silas took Barnabas’s place as Paul’s senior associate, so Timothy replaced Mark as Paul’s junior associate.



(1)  No one is indispensable in the plan of God.



(2)  God never shuts one door without opening another.


c.  In 1 Cor 4:17 Paul calls Timothy “his beloved and faithful child” and in 1 Tim 1:2 he calls him his “true child in the faith.” These are not necessarily references to Timothy’s salvation, but to Paul being his spiritual father in the instruction of Bible doctrine.  Since Paul had such a close working relationship with Timothy, he could correctly  call him his “true child” 1 Tim 1:2; Phil 2:22.

3.  Acts 16:3 tells us that Paul had Timothy “circumcised because of the Jews who were in those parts.”  Why?


a.  The imperfect tense of the verb HUPARCHW at the end of the verse indicates that Timothy’s father was probably now dead, the imperfect being translated “for they all knew that his father used to be a Greek.”


(1)  Since Timothy’s father was a Greek and saw no need to keep the Mosaic Law, he did not have his son circumcised.



(2)  Paul, being Timothy’s spiritual father, felt the need and obligation to have Timothy circumcised.


b.  Paul still followed the principle: to the Jew first and also to the Gentile, which meant that the gospel must go to the house of Israel first.  In order for Timothy to gain a hearing from the Jews as a Jew, he had to have the sign of the Jews—circumcision.



(1)  Paul regarded Timothy’s circumcision as a legal act to remove any stumbling block to the gospel.  It was definitely not a means of salvation.



(2)  Paul considered circumcision itself as nothing, just as he did uncircumcision, Gal 5:6; 6:15.  But in Timothy’s case circumcision was a matter of common sense; and since Paul himself was prepared to become all things to all people so as to win some (1 Cor 9:19-23), he asked the same of Timothy.



(3)  This is not inconsistent with Paul’s refusal to have Titus, a Gentile by birth, circumcised (Gal 2:1-5).  The decision to circumcision Timothy and not circumcise Titus are compatible with Paul’s missionary strategy.


c.  Circumcision was the ritual to remind the Jew that he had a personal sense of destiny.  Timothy’s circumcision would be a constant reminder to him of not only his spiritual heritage, but also his spiritual destiny.


d.  If Timothy was going to be accepted as a pastor in the local area by the Jews there, he needed to be circumcised.  If this is what it took to get the gospel and the teaching of Bible doctrine a hearing, then so be it.  There was no damage to Timothy’s spiritual life, to whom circumcision met nothing.


e.  An example today would be baptism.  Any pastor with any common sense would gladly submit to baptism by whatever means if it meant the salvation of some and the spiritual growth of a few.  He is not hurt spiritually by being baptized and has not compromised doctrine in any way.

4.  At some point in time as Timothy grew spiritually he recognized he had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  He was ordained by a group of pastors who also prophesied about his success as a pastor. Compare:


a.  1 Tim 4:14, “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the elders.”

b.  1 Tim 1:18, “This command (verse 3 to remain on at Ephesus in order that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines) I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you [at his ordination], that by them you may fight the good fight.”
5.  Timothy was Paul’s nearly constant traveling companion from the time of the second missionary journey until Paul’s Roman imprisonment.


a.  Paul sent Timothy to strengthen the Thessalonians, 1 Thes 3:1-3.


b.  Paul sent Timothy with Erastus to check on the churches in Macedonia, after teaching for two years in Ephesus, Acts 19:22.


c.  Paul planned to send Timothy to teach the Corinthians while he was in Ephesus, 1 Cor 4:17, and the Philippians when he was in prison, Phil 2:19.  Timothy brought back with him a monetary gift from the Philippians which freed Paul from having to work for a living and allowed him to devote all his time to studying and teaching, Acts 18:5 cf. Phil 4:15f.


d.  Timothy can be associated with every major church mentioned in the New Testament.  Timothy’s name is associated with Paul’s in his address to the Thessalonians, Corinthians, Colossians, and Philippians and in his conclusion to the Romans, Rom 16:21.  This leaves the Galatian church as the only one with which Timothy’s name is not somehow associated, yet Timothy went with Paul when Paul left Lystra, and the next place they went to was Galatia.


e.  Timothy went with Paul on his last journey to Jerusalem, Acts 20:4 and stayed with him during his four years of imprisonment as a source of special encouragement, Phil 2:19-22.

6.  Timothy was not the fearless leader one might expect as Paul’s right hand man.


a.  He was frequently ill, 1 Tim 5:23.


b.  He was timid and afraid, 2 Tim 1:7.


c.  He was despised because of his youth, 1 Tim 4:12 cf 1 Cor 16:10f.  (Paul met Timothy in 51 AD during his second missionary journey and wrote 1 Timothy in 67 AD just prior to his death.  Therefore, if Timothy was eighteen years old when Paul met him, he was no more than 35 years old at Paul’s death.)

7.  Timothy was set free after Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, Heb 13:23.  The unknown writer(s) of Hebrews mentions Timothy without any explanation of who he is or what had caused his imprisonment, implying that the readers of this epistle were fully acquainted with him and his activities.  Very likely, then, he was the same Timothy who has been Paul’s companion—who was thus well known to the churches.

8.  The first and second epistles to Timothy cannot fit into the Acts account of Paul’s activities with Timothy.  Compare Acts 19-20 with rest of the book.  In 1 Tim 1 Paul mentions Timothy’s mission to Ephesus as their pastor.  The only possible explanation is that Paul was freed from his first Roman imprisonment went to Spain and was eventually imprisoned again five years later.  This is the testimony of the ancient church, the Church historian Eusebius (350 A.D.), 1 Clement 5:7 (125 AD) [pastor of the church in Rome] and the Muratorian Canon (150 AD).

 - is the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS, which means “brother” plus the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our brother.”  ADELPHOS here is used technically for a fellow-member of the body of Christ and in no way means that Timothy is literally Paul’s brother.

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun SUNERGOS, meaning “co-worker” or “fellow-worker.”  With this we have the genitive of possession from the masculine singular article and the noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

1.  All of us are co-workers of God.  We work through our positive volition to doctrine and in its application to the circumstances of life.


2.  God the Holy Spirit works in circulating doctrine in our souls and providing comfort and encouragement to us in dealing with the problems of life.


3.  God uses us to advance His plan; we do not use Him to get what we want.  God gives us the privilege and opportunity to be a part of His plan for the resolution of the angelic conflict.  We must cooperate with Him.  He does not need to cooperate with us.


4.  Being a co-worker in the plan of God does not mean that we have to strain our way through the plan of God, doing great things for God and suffering for Jesus.  God does all the work and we receive all the benefit.  Being a co-worker of God means being a grace recipient of the grace of God.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the monadic use of the neuter singular article and the noun EUAGGELIA, meaning “in the sphere of the gospel.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and the noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”

1.  The sphere in which we are co-workers of God is defined as being in the area of giving the gospel.  We are all fellow evangelists of the one and only way of salvation—through faith alone in Christ alone.


2.  Notice that the gospel belongs to Christ.  The means of salvation has always been our Lord’s personal message to the human race from the time of Adam in the garden right up until the last day of the Millennium.


3.  In various ways in all the dispensations, Jesus Christ reveals Himself to mankind and offers them the way of salvation.  This message belongs to Him because He provided our so great salvation through His spiritual death on the Cross.

“our brother and co-worker of God in the gospel of Christ,”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the articular aorist active infinitive from the verb STĒRIZW, which means figuratively “to confirm, to establish, to strengthen.” With this we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”

The aorist tense is gnomic aorist which regards Paul’s purpose of sending Timothy to strengthen a local church as a generally accepted fact.


The active voice indicates Paul produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

1.  There are three possible meanings here:


a.  Paul sent Timothy to confirm the Thessalonian believers.  Confirm them in what?  The gospel?  This doesn’t make any sense theologically and makes no sense logically in context, since there was nothing wrong with the Thessalonian believers that needed confirming.


b.  Paul sent Timothy to establish the Thessalonian believers.  Establish them in what?  In the Christian faith?  No, Paul had already done that.


c.  Paul sent Timothy to strengthen them.  Yes, exactly.  This is what the context is talking about and therefore the only correct translation.

2.  As we have seen earlier, Timothy was one the key members of Paul’s staff who was sent to teach doctrine to churches in an area where Paul could not be at the time.

3.  Notice that Timothy was sent to strengthen the Thessalonians.  Now notice what the nature of this strengthening consisted of Timothy doing.

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to comfort, to encourage.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist again which states the generally accepted fact that Timothy went to Thessalonica to encourage and comfort these believers.


The active voice indicates Paul produces the action.


The infinitive is again an infinitive of purpose.

 - is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS plus the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “concerning your doctrine.”  PISTIS is used here in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”
“to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine.”
1 Thes 3:2 corrected translation
“and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  One of the greatest and most important purposes of the word of God in our souls is to provide information that God the Holy Spirit can use as a comfort to us in times of adversity and to act as an encouragement to us in times of discouragement.

2.  Bible doctrine in our souls is our comfort and our encouragement.  We carry our encouragement with us wherever we go.

3.  The immature believer depends heavily on the encouragement of others.  The mature believer has self-encouragement any time he needs it from the doctrine in his soul.  We do not have to depend on family, friends, loved ones, co-workers, our boss, or any other human system of support to comfort and encourage us when we reach spiritual maturity.  We already have doctrinal confidence, doctrinal independence, and doctrinal invincibility in our soul (the full armor of God, Eph 6).
4.  The mature believer is always a comfort and encouragement to other believers in times of trouble, discouragement, heartache, disaster and adversity.

5.  The function of the pastor is to be a comfort and encouragement to his congregation when they need it, just as mature believers need to do likewise for immature believers when they need it.
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