1 Thes 2:5




 - is the negative adverb OUTE which will be followed later on again by OUTE and means “neither....nor”.  With this we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, translated “For.”  Then we have the adverb of time POTE, which means “at one time, once, formerly.”  The idea “not even ever” (OUTE...POTE) in Greek is equal to our word “never.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “with the appearance” (Cf. Col 2:23).  Other possible translations of LOGOS here are: assertion, declaration, teaching, instruction, proclamation, or message.

- is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KOLAKEIA, which means “of flattery.”
, - is the first person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to come” when used of persons and things which change their nature to indicate entering into a new condition, which is what did not happen in this case.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at Paul and his missionary companions actions as a whole during the time they were with the Thessalonians.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and his companions receive the action, never coming with flattering speech.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For we never came with the appearance of flattery,”
 - is the comparative adverb KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The perfect tense is intensive which directs special attention to the existing fact.  It is a well-known fact by all of the Thessalonians that Paul and his companions did not come to Thessalonica and try to flatter the Thessalonians into believing in Christ.  There were no gimmicks in their speech, no tricks, no subtle persuasiveness.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians produce the action—knowing that Paul is telling the truth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

1.  Paul appeals to the Thessalonian believer’s first hand knowledge of his manner of speech and conduct while with them.  They know full well that he did not use flattery, persuasive speech, verbal tricks, or any other gimmick to get them to believe in Christ.

2.  Paul did not have to flatter the Thessalonians in order to get a hearing for the gospel or for the teaching of doctrine, as was the custom in the ancient world.


a.  For example the Jewish prosecuting attorney speech against Paul before Felix, Acts 24:2-4 cf. Paul’s introduction in Acts 24:10.


b.  Paul before Agrippa, Acts 26:1-3.

“just as you know,”
 - is the negative adverb OUTE, meaning “nor.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular noun PROPHASIS, which means “a falsely alleged motive, a pretext, an ostensible reason, an excuse.”

1.  The word is used in Mat 23:14; Mk 12:40; Lk 20:47 of the scribes and Pharisees who offer long prayers as a pretense of being spiritual.


2.  It is used in Phil 1:18 for the two ways in which the gospel is offered, “What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed.”

3.  Acts 27:30 it is used of the actions of the sailors who were trying to escape from the ship and had let down the ship’s boat into the sea on the pretense of intending to throw out anchors from the bow.

 - is the subjective genitive from the feminine singular noun PLEONEXZIA, which means “greediness, insatiableness, avarice, or covetousness.”

1.  This word is used by Peter to describe false teachers in 2 Pet 2:1-3.


2.  It is used in the catalog of vices of Rom 1:29, which the unbeliever has.


3.  It is used in the catalog of vices of Col 3:5, which the believer is commanded not to have.


4.  Paul’s point here is that he and his companions never came to Thessalonica with the hidden pretext of making money off the unsuspecting congregation.  They did not make any excuse for coveting something the Thessalonians had.  They had no false motivation based on greed.


5.  Since Paul did not want the Thessalonians to take his word for it, he does not appeal to their own knowledge, which could have been deceived; nor does he appeal to his own integrity in the matter, since that would be begging the point.  Therefore, he does the only logical thing left to him—he appeals to the witness of God.

“nor with a pretext for avarice;”
 - is the nominative masculine singular from the noun THEOS, translated “God” plus the predicate nominative from the noun MARTUS, meaning “witness.”  The absence of the article lays great stress upon this particular witness as being above all other witnesses.  The ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

1.  This concept is found in Phil 1:8, where Paul says, “For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.”

2.  It is used by John in 1 Jn 5:9, “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater.”
“God [is] the witness.
1 Thes 2:5 corrected translation
“For we never came with the appearance of flattery, just as you know, nor with a pretext for avarice; God [is] the witness.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul appeals to two witnesses to testify to the fact he was honorable while with the Thessalonians.


a.  He appeals to the Thessalonians themselves.


b.  He appeals to God as His witness.

2.  We can have no greater witness to our integrity and virtue than God Himself, who cannot lie.  The believer, who has God as His witness, will always be vindicated.

3.  Paul states two things that communicators must never do.


a.  Flatter their listeners.


b.  Give doctrine for the purpose of financial reward.

4.  The pastor, evangelist, and missionary do not need to wrap the truth up in flattery.  This is deceit and totally incompatible with the essence of God.  God is truth and in Him is no deceit; therefore, there must be no deceit in the presentation of His truth.

5.  The pastor, evangelist, and missionary do not use the gospel or doctrinal teaching as a pretext for making money.  Communicators have a God given right to be supported financially.  However, this support must be given on a grace basis, just as every thing else in life comes to the communicator on a grace basis.


a.  If there is one person in all of the royal family who must depend on grace (because he is the total product of grace) it is the communicator of the word of God.


b.  The communicator of the word of God is to be graciously provided for by the members of his congregation.



(1)  1 Cor 9:4, “Do we not have a right to eat and drink?”  [Do we not have a right to provide for our owns needs through our own work?



(2)  1 Cor 9:6-11, “Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working?” [Are not all pastors suppose to be supported financially by their congregations?] “Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard, and does not eat the fruit of it?  Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?”  [All pastors have the right to be recompensed for their labor.]  “I am not speaking these things on the basis of human viewpoint, am I? [Of course, not!]  Or does not the [Mosaic] Law also say these things?”  [Didn’t the Levitical priesthood receive its complete support from the other tribes of Israel?]  “For it is written in the Law of Moses, `You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.’  God is not concerned about oxen, is He?”  [Isn’t this really an analogy to providing for the communicator while he is working?]  “Or is He speaking altogether for our sake?  Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher in hope of sharing” [the produce of their work].  “If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we should reap material things from you?”  [We give up making money in order to teach you spiritual things.  Shouldn’t you return the blessing by providing financial needs?]



(3)  1 Cor 9:14, “So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.”  Where did He direct this?  Mt 10:10.  Paul knew Matthew’s gospel, which was written before Corinthians (56-57 A.D.)  Compare also Lk 10:7, which Luke learned from Matthew also.



(4)  Paul quotes the Old Testament passage, Dt 25:4, again in 1 Tim 5:18.  Note the context of verse 17, “Let the pastors who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.”  Double honor is respect from the congregation and financial support.


c.  Paul had the right to ask for financial support as a communicator of the word of God.  Every communicator has that right.  However, Paul did not exercise his right (1 Cor 9:15, 18), so that he would be free from the charge of avarice—seeking to make money dishonestly off of his spiritual gift.


d.  Any man who seeks to make money dishonestly from his spiritual gift is worse than any unbeliever.  Being supported financially by the grace offering of the congregation is not making money dishonestly; it is most honorable.

6.  What are some of the areas in which a communicator should be supported?


a.  A salary worthy of his station in life.  No communicator deserves to live like a pauper, unless he is greedy for gain, in which case he deserves everything he doesn’t get.


b.  Adequate medical care or health insurance.


c.  A home for his family after his death.


d.  Life insurance for his family.


e.  An allowance for books, study materials, a computer, etc.

f.  Some churches pay for all the pastor’s bills, so that he is totally free from the cares of the world.  This is basically what the Catholic Church does for all its priests.

7.  Paul came to Thessalonian to preach the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ with complete and total freedom, without false motivation, or for personal gain.  His honor and integrity were at stake in the matter.

8.  Compare the television evangelist’s cry for money with Paul’s conclusion of the matter in 1 Cor 9:15-18.
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