1 Thes 2:19


 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine/feminine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  It refers to all Church Age believers who are positive to doctrine and growing in grace.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
 - is the possessive genitive from the first person personal pronoun EGW, plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ELPIS, meaning “our confidence.”

1.  The word ELPIS refers to the confident expectation of something that will happen in the future.


2.  The one in whom one places his confidence can be called ELPIS.  This is the use of the noun here.  It is also used this way in 1 Tim 1:1 and Col 1:27.


3.  The absence of the article draws attention to the high quality of this confidence.  This is a supernatural confidence, which Paul has based on the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit to teach and develop these believers.  It is not a human confidence based on anything special about Paul or the Thessalonians.

 - we now have a series of three disjunctive (separating) particles Ē, translated “or” which are used to introduce a series of questions which are parallel to or supplementing each other.  With this we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “happiness.”  Here it is a reference to the spiritual happiness, which only God can provide as a part of the sophisticated spiritual life.


1.  The Thessalonian believers are the recipients of the perfect happiness of God in Paul directed toward them.  They are not the source of Paul’s happiness.  The Lord Jesus Christ sharing His very own perfect happiness with Paul is the source of Paul’s spiritual happiness.


2.  Paul directs his happiness toward those believers who are positive to doctrine—here the Thessalonians.


3.  In the first clause Paul asks, “What believers are the objects of our confidence?”  Now he asks, “What believers are the objects of our happiness?”  In both cases the Thessalonians are not the source of his confidence or his happiness, but the objects.


4.  The source of the mature believer’s confidence and happiness is doctrine circulating in his or her thoughts.


5.  Other believers are not the source of our confidence or our happiness.  If our confidence or happiness depends on other believers, we have a false confidence and an unstable happiness, which will collapse as soon as that other believer’s sin nature begins to function.

 - is the disjunctive particle “or” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun STEPHANOS, meaning “crown” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KAUCHĒSIS, meaning “object of pride, reason to be proud.”
“For who [is] our confidence, or happiness, or crown of pride?
 - is a Greek idiom formed by the disjunctive particle Ē used in comparison, meaning “than” or “other than” here, plus the objective negative OUCH, meaning “not” plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” and the nominative of explanation from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”  The idiom is translated “none other than you.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI here, meaning “[It is].”
 - is the improper preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular article and the proper names KURIOS and IĒSOUS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in the presence of our Lord Jesus.”  Notice that the word CHRISTOS is left out because this deals with the Second Advent and CHRISTOS is a reference to our Lord’s first Advent.

 - is the preposition EN plus the dative of time (to denote the time at which something occurs) from the feminine singular article and the noun PAROUSIA plus the possessive genitive use of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “at His coming.”

1.  The word PAROUSIA:



a.  Is used in an non-technical sense and means presence in such passages as 2 Thes 2:9; 1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 7:6f; 10:10; Phil 1:26; 2:12.



b.  But here and in 1 Thes 3:13, 4:15, 5:23; 2 Thes 2:1,8; and 1 Cor 15:23 it is used technically for the second advent of Christ.


2.  Our passage is the first occurrence of this word in Christian literature.


3.  From the third century B.C. it was used to describe the arrival of a great person, such as a king or emperor, and was the usual word for a royal visit.  An inscription at Tegea was dated: “in the year 69 of the first parousia of the god Hadrian in Greece.”


a.  The parousia of the king was well known to the people, as shown by the fact that special payments in taxes were exacted to defray the cost of the parousia.  All over the world advent-coins were struck after a parousia of the emperor.  In memory of the visit of the Emperor Nero, in whose reign Paul wrote his letters to Corinth, the cities of Corinth and Patras struck advent-coins.



b.  In the third century B.C. in Egypt contributions are mentioned for a crown of gold to be presented to the king at his parousia.  While the sovereigns of this world expect at their parousia a costly crown for themselves, at the parousia of our Lord Jesus the apostle will wear a crown—the crown of the Thessalonian believers as his reason to be proud.



c.  In 113 B.C. Egyptian peasants toiled day and night to fulfill their monetary obligation in expectation of the parousia of their savior king, King Ptolemy II who called himself SOTER (savior).  Compare this to Lk 18:7-8.


4.  In the New Testament it became a technical expression for THE royal visit by THE KING; that is, the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.


5.  In the ancient world the people were expected to provide a crown for the king when he visited.  However, at the second coming of Christ we, His royal family, will be His crown.  As in all of God’s works, He provides His own crown and does not need to accept a crown from the people of the earth.

“[It is] none other than you in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming.”
1 Thes 2:19 corrected translation
“For who [is] our confidence, or happiness, or crown of pride?  [It is] none other than you in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming.”
Explanation:
1.  Believers positive to doctrine are the objects of the confidence of the communicator of doctrine.


a.  The pastor has confidence in God the Holy Spirit’s ability to teach and mentor these believers.


b.  The pastor has confidence in the Bible doctrine circulating in the souls of those positive to doctrine.


c.  The pastor has confidence in the true application of the spiritual problem-solving devices by those positive to doctrine.


d.  In other words, the pastor has confidence in the spiritual life of those believers in his congregation who are positive to doctrine.


e.  Having confidence in the two power options, the spiritual problem-solving devices, and the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit, the pastor can have confidence in those in his congregation that they will continue their spiritual growth and glorify God.


f.  No pastor should ever have confidence in anyone in his congregation based on any human attribute.  No believer should ever have confidence in anyone in their congregation based on any human attribute.  “Cursed is the man who trusts in man.”
2.  Believers positive to doctrine are the objects of happiness for the communicator of doctrine.


a.  There is no greater happiness for the pastor than truly understanding for the first time a passage of Scripture, because his Mentor, God the Holy Spirit, has illuminated it for him.


b.  The next greatest happiness for the pastor is when he sees His Mentor make that same passage understandable to the positive members of his congregation.


c.  In this respect the believers of a congregation are a great source of happiness to the pastor.  A pastor’s happiness should not depend on his congregation.  Nor should anyone in the congregation make their happiness depend on any other human being.  Our happiness always has and always will depend on God sharing His very own happiness with us.

3.  Believers positive to doctrine are a crown worn with great pride by the pastor at the judgment seat of Christ.


a.  The pastor receives great spiritual blessing personally from his study of the word of God.


b.  The pastor receives additional spiritual blessing from seeing the positive volition and spiritual understanding of those he teaches.


c.  The pastor receives his greatest blessing at the judgment seat of Christ, when he presents positive believers to the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  We can all take great pride in the positive volition of others whom we love and this is not sinful.  There is a vast difference between being proud of someone else because they have done something virtuous and honorable and being proud of yourself because we think we are better than everyone else.  The former is a natural result of spiritual growth; the latter is a natural result of spiritual decline.
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