1 Thes 2:18


 - is the Attic Greek conjunction DIOTI used as a contraction of the phrase DIA TOUTO HOTI, which means “For this reason.”  It introduces the reason why Paul and his companions “made every possible effort with a profound desire” to see their face.

 - is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to will, desire, want.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a whole Paul’s motivation to see the Thessalonians again.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”  The infinitive is used here as a substantive and acts as the object of the verb ERCHOMAI.  This is commonly called the complementary infinitive.  It is translated “to come.”
 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “face-to-face with you” or simply “to you” as long as you understand that Paul means personal presence rather than coming to them figuratively as in a letter.

“For this reason we wanted to come to you”

1.  Paul and his friends wanted to go back to the Thessalonians to see their faces again.


2.  Personal contact with those we care about is important in maintaining a relationship with them.


3.  It is normal and natural to want to be with those we care about.  It is also normal to not want to be with those we don’t care about.


4.  We should be especially motivated to be with other believers who are positive to doctrine, just as we are.  We may not have the opportunity to do so because we are a prisoner of war or separated because of our work, our professional, our duties, or any number of reasons but the desire should always be there.


5.  If we are truly positive to doctrine and motivated to learn doctrine with other believers who are also positive, God will make it happen: at the right time, at the right place, and under the right circumstances.


6.  Forcing the gathering of fellow believers together for “worship” or “Bible study” at the wrong time under the wrong circumstances will flop every time.  If God the Holy Spirit is not the One creating the worship opportunities for believers in a local area, then nothing they can attempt to do on their own will ever succeed.


7.  Paul and all his friends wanted to go back and see the Thessalonians very badly.  He wanted them to know he cared about them.  He wanted them to know he appreciated their positive volition to the gospel and to doctrine.  He wanted to share with them all that God the Holy Spirit had taught him by way of doctrine.  But it was not God’s timing, nor was it a part of God’s will for that group of believers at that time.


8.  They still had a lot of basic doctrine to learn.  Therefore, a pastor such as Timothy was perfect for them right now.


9.  God had more important things for Paul to do, and there was something very important happening as a part of the angelic conflict.

 - is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the appositional nominative from the proper noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  But in between the two we have the Attic Greek correlative particle MEN, translated “on the hand.”  It is translated “on the one hand I, Paul.”
 - is the idiomatic use of KAI...KAI, meaning “not only...but also.”  With this we have the adverbs HAPAX, meaning “once” and DIS, meaning “twice.”  The phrase is translated “not only once but twice.”
“on the one hand I, Paul, not only once but twice;”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI emphasizing a fact as surprising, unexpected, or noteworthy.  It is translated “and yet, nevertheless” or “and in spite of that.”
 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGKOPTW, which means “to hinder, thwart.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Satan did to stop Paul from returning to Thessalonia.


The active voice indicates that Satan produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and the proper noun SATANAS, meaning “Satan.”  Notice that the Bible identifies Satan as a person (not a thing—if Satan was a thing, the neuter case would have been used).

“nevertheless Satan hindered us.”
1 Thes 2:18 corrected translation
“For this reason we wanted to come to you, on the one hand I, Paul, not only once but twice; nevertheless Satan hindered us.”
Explanation:
1.  There are three questions that must be answered to fully understand this verse.


a.  How did Satan hinder Paul?


b.  Why did Satan hinder Paul?


c.  Why did God permit Satan to hinder Paul?

2.  How did Satan hinder Paul?


a.  Acts 17:5-9, “But the Jews, having become jealous and having gathered some evil men from the market place, and having formed a mob, kept on putting the city in an uproar; and coming upon the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them [Paul and Silas] out to the crowd.  But when they did not find them, they began dragging Jason and some believers before the city authorities [POLITARCHAS], shouting, `These men who have disturbed/troubled/upset the [world] Roman Empire have come here also; and Jason has welcomed them as guests, and they all act contrary to [or against] the laws/rules/decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.’  And they stirred up the mob and the city authorities who heard these things.  And when they had received a bond [monetary security] from Jason and the others, they released them.”

b.  Satan motivated the Jews to act against the Christians by using their jealousy of Paul.


c.  The Jews incited a mob against the Christians just as the Jews had instigated a mob against our Lord.


d.  The Jews accused the believers of harboring criminals.


e.  They accused Paul, Silas, and Timothy of being criminals because they proclaimed that Jesus was God and Ruler of the world.


f.  To the Gentile unbeliever of the Roman Empire, this was not a religious issue, but a civil crime.  It was a crime for anyone to worship any deity that was not specifically authorized by the State religion.  All the Roman Emperors were deified after death and worshipped as gods who had temporarily resided among men.


g.  Therefore, to prevent Paul and his companions from evangelizing in the city, Satan came up with a brilliant scheme.  He motivated the Jews to suggest to the city authorities that the only way to keep this crime from continuing and to prevent Roman troops from destroying the town for aiding and abetting criminals was to force the Christians in the city to put up an enormous sum of money as a bond.  Therefore, if Paul ever showed his face again, Jason and the other new believers would forfeit their bond and lose all their possessions, and probably their lives as well.


h.  Therefore, out of care for the welfare of the believers in Thessalonica, Paul wanted desperately to go back, but he could not.  He attempted twice to go back, but could not get the city authorities to reverse their decision.

3.  Why did Satan hinder Paul?


a.  The most obvious answer is to stop the spread of the gospel.  But there must be more to it, and there is.


b.  In the unseen courtroom of heaven Satan made an appeal to test the volition of the Thessalonians under adversity.  He was granted his request.


c.  The adversity included threatening the Thessalonian believers with criminal punishment and real financial hardship.


d.  Satan was also granted permission to harden the hearts of the city officials against Paul’s return on at least two occasions. This was certainly a spiritual test for the Thessalonians, who must have thought they had been abandoned by the apostle and his fellow evangelists.


e.  Satan wanted to ruin any spiritual advance in this church through the adversity of unjustly separating the best doctrinal teacher from the church and preventing his return.

4.  Why did God permit Satan to hinder Paul?


a.  What Satan meant for evil, resulted in one of the most fantastic blessings for all Church Age believers.  Satan’s hindrance forced Paul to begin writing the epistles of the New Testament canon of Scripture.  First Thessalonians was written in 51 A.D.  Galatians was written in 55 A.D.

b.  God permitted Satan to keep Paul from returning so that the only way Paul could communicate to them was through writing.  This would open Paul’s eyes to the fact there would be a new written testament of God concerning His plan for the Church.  This would also open the eyes of Church Age believers to the fact there would be new written information regarding the mystery doctrine of the Church Age provided by the apostles.


c. This also demonstrated to all the importance of non-face-to-face teaching as a critical part of the communication of Church Age doctrine.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ had an unfinished message for the Church, concerning which Paul would be His primary mouthpiece.  In order for this to occur, something dramatic must take place to force Paul into recognizing the need for written communication and doing something about it.  Our Lord’s unfinished message for the Church is prophesied in Jn 16:12, “I have many more things to communicate to you, but you cannot bear them now.”

e.  So Satan’s attempt to stop the teaching of doctrine resulted in the permanent written teaching of doctrine, sealed forever in the canon of the New Testament.  Satan’s plan totally backfired, resulting in God’s demonstration of even greater grace to the Church through the written page of Scripture.
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