1 Thes 2:17


 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which indicates a mild contrast and should be translated “But.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, translated “we.”  The main verb (SPOUDAXW) doesn’t come along until the end of the sentence.

 - is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and is a technical term for the royal family of God; that is, all Church Age believers.  Even though placed here in Greek, it will not be translated until the middle of the sentence.

 - is the nominative masculine first person plural aorist passive participle from the verb APORPHANIZW, which means “to make an orphan of someone.”  Here it means “to make orphans by separation from you.”  This is the only occurrence of the word in the New Testament, though it is used in Greek literature.  The passive participle means: “though having been made orphans.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the Paul’s relationship to the Thessalonians in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—he is like a child whose parents whom he deeply loved have been ripped away from him by death.


The passive voice indicates that Paul receives the action of the verb.


The participle is concessive, denoting that although this has happened, being taken from the Thessalonians, he is now more eager than ever to be with them.  It is translated “But though we were made orphans.”

1.  The analogy here is a picture of a child who has lost his parents through their sudden death.  Now that they have been ripped apart, the child more greatly wants to be with his parents again.


2.  This is exactly how Paul feels about the Thessalonians.  He was only with them for a short time and was suddenly forced by the government authorities to never be able to see them again.  He feels like a child who has lost his parents.


3.  This indicates in a small way the depth of feeling that Paul had for those who were positive to the teaching of the word of God.  The same is true for any pastor whose congregation loves the teaching of doctrine.  Being apart from them hurts Paul emotionally because of his love for them.

 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”
 - is the preposition PROS plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of the extent of time during which) from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, meaning “time” plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun HWRAS, meaning “hour.”  The phrase is an idiom and is translated “for a short period of time.”
 - is the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PROSWPOS, meaning literally “in the face” which is used figuratively for “in person.”
 - is the absolute negative adverb OUK plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun KARDIA, translated “not in the soul” and refers to the thinking part of the immaterial soul.  This phrase is parenthetical in thought.

“But though having been made orphans from you for a short time in person (not in the heart),”

1.  What does this mean?  Paul and his companions were forced by the legitimate city governmental authority to not be able to see the Thessalonians again personally without a fellow Christian having to pay a large monetary fine.  This was done to guarantee the peace and quiet of the community.



a.  Notice that Paul does not condemn the legitimate constituted authority for making a bad law or abusing their authority.  Grace orientation means humility.  Humility will not criticize authority when authority is wrong.



b.  No believer has the right to criticize any legitimate God-given authority, even when that authority is wrong.  All we can do is ask God to permit that authority to see the truth and act accordingly.



c.  God does not coerce those to whom He has delegated authority to do what He wants.  However, He does occasionally overrule their decisions.



d.  Being made an orphan meant that Paul could never go back and see these believers again.  And there is no record in Scripture that he was ever able to return to see them again.


2.  However, Paul was with them in his soul, in his thinking, in his doctrine.  This has absolutely no emotional connotation, though certainly it would be a legitimate Christian emotional response for Paul to miss them and want to be with them.  But Paul does not emphasize his emotions; he emphasizes his thoughts.  Paul keeps on thinking about them.  He remembers what he has taught them and what he needs to teach them based on the reports he is receiving.  This comes out over and over again in the rest of this epistle and in his second letter to them.



a.  Paul had real, genuine capacity for love.  Capacity for love thinks about the one it loves.  It is not emotional, but cognizant of the needs of the one it loves.  True love wants to communicate, needs to communicate, has a burning desire to communicate.  When you stop having the desire to talk to the one you allegedly love, you don’t.  When your wife says, “You don’t love me because you never talk to me anymore,” she’s right!


b.  True love is thought full as well as thoughtful, and emotion is not required for true love.  Better to have someone who cannot express their emotions and cannot stop expressing their thoughts, than someone who can only express their emotions but cannot express their thoughts.  This is a good criterion for teenagers in selection of a person to date or to have as a friend, and especially for a lifetime partner.


4.  The separation of two people who truly love each other does not diminish their love, if their love is based on communication rather than emotion.  True love always hangs on to the fragrance of memories, and the best memories are the thoughts of the other person we love.  True love remembers the soul of the other person, not their emotions, regardless of how long they are separated.  This is one of the main points of the Song of Solomon.  The Shulamite woman remembered the soul of her right man, which made it so easy for her to reject the seduction of Solomon.

 - is the adverb PERISSOTERWS, which as a comparative means “to a much greater degree, far more, far greater” and is used this sway in 2 Cor 11:23; Gal 1:14; 2 Cor 12:15; Phil 1:14; Heb 2:1, 13:9.  However, it is not used as a comparative in our passage, but as an elative.


1.  It is used as an elative in 2 Cor 1:12, 2:4, 7:13, 15 and 1 Thes 2:17.


2.  As an elative it is translated “especially,”  or “all the more.”

3.  The word elative means in grammar “the absolute superlative.”  A superlative is the utmost degree of something.  The superlative idea with the following verb it means “to make every possible effort.”
 - is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to be zealous or eager, to take pains, to make every effort.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into one entirety Paul’s desire and effort to see these believers again.


The active voice indicates Paul and his companions produced the action.


The indicative mood states a dogmatic fact.


Together with the adverb PERISSOTERWS this should be translated “we made every possible effort.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PROSWPOS plus the possessive use of the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your face.”  This phrase is the direct object of the infinitive “to see” which follows.

 - is the aorist active infinitive from the verb HORAW, which means “to look at something for a long time; to see.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of Paul’s desire to see the Thessalonians.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action.


The infinitive is complementary infinitive, which acts as the direct object of the verb.

 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner, translated “with,” which expresses the method by means of which an act is performed, from the feminine singular comparative adjective POLUS, meaning “much, great, strong, severe, deep, profound” and the feminine singular noun EPITHUMIA, meaning “a desire.”
“we made every possible effort with a profound desire to see your face.”
1 Thes 2:17 corrected translation
“But though having been made orphans from you for a short time in person (not in the heart), brethren, we made every possible effort with a profound desire to see your face.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul wanted to get back to the Thessalonians and continue to teach them face-to-face.  He wanted this so much, he and his friends made every possible effort to return.  They had the highest motivation and desire to be with them again.

2.  Why did God not permit Paul to go back?


a.  Positive volition to doctrine must be tested.



(1)  The Thessalonians were positive to the gospel and the teaching of doctrine and that doctrine in their souls had to be tested.



(2)  Whenever we are positive to doctrine, God will always test that doctrine in our soul.  This is often why we face the same test over and over again.  Frequently we learn a doctrine and think we understand it and believe it.  So God brings a little test along and we fail.  We hear the doctrine taught again, get tested, and fail again.  This goes on for a while until we say, “Why is God letting this happen to me?”


(3)  God repeats testing to show us we have not, in fact, trusted the doctrine we thought we did.



(4)  Sometimes God repeats testing to remind us of doctrine we have already learned and believed, but have not used in a while.


b.  Positive volition to doctrine does not have to have face-to-face teaching.



(1)  The best of Paul’s teaching was done by non-face-to-face teaching—by sending letters.  Paul sent a lot more letters than we have in the canon of Scripture, but none of them have survived since they are not a part of the canon of Scripture.



(2)  Most of Paul’s teaching was done by face-to-face teaching.


c.  Some believers learn doctrine better and faster through non-face-to-face teaching; others through face-to-face teaching.  This is why God has always used both means of teaching during the Church Age.  The Thessalonians learned through non-face-to-face teaching, but even so Paul sent Timothy back to teach them.


d.  There was greater opportunity for the teaching of the word of God without government interference waiting for Paul in the city of Corinth, where Paul would eventually live and teach for eighteen months.  The Corinthian believers learned better through face-to-face teaching.


e.  Satan was permitted by God to prevent Paul from returning to Thessalonica as a part of the unseen angelic conflict and testimony in Satan’s appeal trial.  Satan was permitted to send in his false teachers to counter the gospel and the doctrine they had learned.  As Paul will tell us in Chapter three, when he could stand the suspense no longer, he sent Timothy to find out if Satan had succeeded or not.



(1)  God often prevents us from doing what we want to do because there is an issue in the appeal trial that must be settled by the testimony of what is going on in our lives.



(2)  Never be in any hurry to do anything in this life except learning and applying doctrine.  Regardless of where we are or what we are doing, if we are learning and applying  doctrine and using the problem solving devices, God will move us where He wants us to go and have us doing exactly what He wants us to do under His timing.



(3)  One of the worst things we can do it get out of God’s timing by trying to move too fast to make something happen or drag our feet when we know God wants us to move on to something else.



(4)  Timing is everything in the Christian life.  Without the two power options and use of God’s spiritual problem solving devices our timing in life will always be off and we will always keep asking ourselves, “why is God letting this happen to me?”
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