1 Thes 2:14
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 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” which refers to these believers in Thessalonica.

 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun MEMĒTĒS, which means “imitators.”  The word is used only by Paul in the New Testament, e.g., 1 Thes 1:6, “You have become imitators of us.”
 - is the second person plural aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to become: have become.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which looks at the entirety of the Thessalonian believer’s Christian lives so far, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results: they have become imitators of something.


The deponent passive voice indicates that the believers produce the action of becoming.  This is critical for interpretation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
 - is the vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, translated “brethren.”
“For you have become imitators, brethren,”
 - is the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of the churches of God.”
 - is the articular genitive feminine plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun “which” and refers back to the feminine noun EKKLĒSIA (churches).  The phrase is translated “the churches of God which are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the churches in Judea produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun IOUDAIA, translated “in Judea.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”
“of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus,”

1.  Note that “churches of God” is in the plural.  There was more than one local church in Jerusalem.


2.  Compare Acts 5:42 where all the apostles went from house to house (local church to local church), and they kept right on teaching and preaching.  The apostles were missionaries moving from one congregation to the next giving the gospel and training the future leadership of each local church.


3.  Compare this with Acts 15:4, where Paul and Barnabas were “received by the assembly [which included] both the apostles and the elders.”  This tells us there were a lot of pastor-teachers to rule over these local churches.


4.  So much for the interpretation that there was one local church in Jerusalem and therefore plurality of elders or pastors in a local church is valid.  God is not the author of confusion.

 - is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, translated “because.”  Paul now gives us the explanation for why the Thessalonians had become like the believers in Judea.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and the attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the very same things.”
 - is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of all that the Thessalonians have suffered.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”
“because even you suffered the very same things”
 - is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural article used as a personal pronoun and the adjective IDIOS, meaning “from your own.”
 - is the ablative of source masculine plural noun SUMPHULETES, meaning “fellow countrymen.”
 - is the comparative adverb KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
 - is the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those same ones.”
 - is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural article and noun IOUDAIA, meaning “from the Jews.”
“by your own fellow countrymen just as also those same ones from the Jews,”
1 Thes 2:14 corrected translation
“For you have become imitators, brethren, of the churches of God which are in Judea, because even you suffered the very same things by your own fellow countrymen just as also those same ones from the Jews,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s point is very simple here: the Thessalonian believers suffered from their fellow Greek citizens just as the Jewish believers suffered from their fellow citizens.

2.  What did this suffering include?


a.  In Judea believers were persecuted mentally, being hated by the jealousy of the religious/governmental leadership.  Acts 4:1-3, 15-18, 21, 27, 29.  In Thessalonica believers were persecuted mentally, being hated by the jealousy of the Jews, Acts 17:5-6, 13.


b.  It included the threat of violence and imprisonment.  Acts 5:17-18, 33, 40.


c.  It included the murder of Christians, Acts 6:8-13; 7:54-60.

3.  The principle of doctrine is: all believers who are positive to doctrine will suffer injustice by being rejected, ridiculed, put down, laughed at, hatred, maligned, judged, gossiped about, lied about, and even suffer physical violence.


a.  If you are a Christian you will suffer mental, verbal, and physical abuse.  This is especially true if Christianity is the minority in the country.


b.  This is also true if you are positive to doctrine and are around a lot of negative believers.  Self-righteous arrogance rejects doctrine on one hand and ridicules positive volition on the other hand.  This is how it justifies self.


c.  Never be surprised by the antagonism and hatred of others.  The world hated our Lord; we are in union with Him; we share everything He has, including the hatred and persecution against Him.


d.  However, being persecuted for our positive volition to the gospel and Bible doctrine is one of the highest honors God the Son can give to us.



(1)  Beware that you do not fall into the trap of many believers from 100-300 AD who eagerly searched out ways and means of being put to death as a martyr.  That is the abnormal thinking of a psychotic Christian who has completely lost touch with reality.



(2)  Martyrdom is a special reward for only a few of the most advanced mature believers.  It is never sought for nor desired, Phil 1:20-21.  It is God’s sovereign decision, determining the time, place, and manner of our death.  We don’t interfere with God’s timing by rushing around trying to die as a martyr.


e.  In the same respect, we don’t rush around negative believers trying to be rejected and ridiculed by them, so that we can say we are suffering for Christ.  That’s divorcement from spiritual reality as well.

4.  God has designed a system of Christian suffering into which we may or may not classify ourselves.  But we must understand the system.  It is comprised of three categories of suffering from God designed to advance our spiritual growth through the application of Bible doctrine under the pressure of suffering.  Undeserved suffering is designed by God to accelerate our spiritual growth.  It forces us to apply doctrine in the most difficult circumstances of life.  If we can apply doctrine while suffering, we can certainly do it while not suffering.

(1)  Providential preventative suffering is undeserved suffering that comes from God to advance us from spiritual infancy to spiritual adolescence.


(2)  Momentum suffering is undeserved suffering that comes from God to advance us from spiritual adolescence to spiritual maturity.


(3)  Evidence testing is underserved suffering or testing from God designed to glorify God to the maximum as evidence against Satan, examples Job, Paul.
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