1 Thes 2:12


 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular articular present active infinitive of the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”  EIS plus the articular infinitive is one of the typical Greek methods of expressing purpose or result.  Here it expresses purpose: the purpose of the apostle’s appeal to his congregation is in order that they might conduct themselves in a certain manner, i.e., the Christian way of life, the lifestyle of wisdom, as protocol believers, as imitators of Christ.


EIS plus the infinitive is translated “in order that.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present which considers an action as having begun in the past and continuing in the present.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

 - is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which acts as the subject of the infinitive PERIPATEW and is translated “you.”  The phrase is translated “in order that you continue to walk.”
 - is the adverb AXZIWS, meaning “worthy” which describes the manner in which the walking is to be done.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  This is a reference to God the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ who was the aristocrat who went into the another country to receive a kingdom for Himself, compare Lk 19:12.

“in order that you continue to walk worthy of God,”
 - is the articular genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb KALEW, which means “to call, to invite.”

The present tense is aorist present which presents a present fact without reference to progress.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ through the convincing ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the will and plan of God the Father invited us to become royal subjects in His kingdom.


The participle is circumstantial.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”
 - is the preposition EIS plus accusative of direction from the feminine singular monadic use of the article (indicating this kingdom is one of a kind) plus the noun BASILEIA and the possessive genitive third masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “into His own kingdom.”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory.”
“who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”
1 Thes 2:12 corrected translation
“in order that you continue to walk worthy of God, who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”
Explanation:
1.  Walking worthy of the God who called us is a reference to our Christian conduct.  Listen to Paul’s entire sentence 1 Thes 2:10-12 “You are witnesses, and [so is] God how we behaved toward you believers in a manner pleasing to God both righteously and blamelessly, just as you know how we appealed to all of you both encouraging and bearing witness to each one of you as a father his own children, in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”
2.  Christian conduct is pleasing to God.  If we have any doubts about whether or not we should or should not do something, we need only ask ourselves, “Would I do this if the Lord was standing right here?”  Well, guess what?  HE IS STANDING THERE RIGHT NOW.  HE IS IN UNION WITH YOU.

3.  Christian conduct acts righteously toward others.  How do we act righteously toward others?  By remaining filled with the Holy Spirit.  If we remain filled with the Holy Spirit, then all that we think, say, and do will be compatible with God’s righteousness.

4.  Christian conduct acts blamelessly toward others.  Acting blamelessly works two ways:


a.  It means we don’t do anything we know to be deliberately wrong, so that no one has a legitimate cause to blame us for wrongdoing.  In this way, we will not bring any disgrace on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Unfortunately, there will always be someone, Christian or otherwise, who is more than willing to find fault with us even when we haven’t done anything wrong.  This leads to the principle that we cannot please everyone; therefore, stop trying.  We cannot please one person all the time; so stop trying.  We are responsible for pleasing the Lord Jesus Christ, and no one else!


b.  Acting blamelessly also means not finding fault with or blaming someone else for anything they do wrong; especially when they are guilty of wrongdoing.  Why?  GRACE!!!  Grace orientation treats others in grace when they have wronged us.  Blaming others is another form of judging others.  It is motivated by arrogance and results in compound discipline.

5.  Christian conduct acts as a parent should toward his or her child.  How should a parent act?


a.  First and foremost, parents have patience and toleration for the mistakes their children make.  Children make mistakes because they are children.  That’s normal and should be expected by parents.  Never discipline or reprimand a child for making an honest mistake because they did not know any better.  Teach them, inculcate them, and train them.  Then if they deliberately do something they know they shouldn’t, discipline them fairly and consistently.

b.  Second, parents should continue to love their children no matter how they have failed.  There is nothing wrong with gracing our children out even when they make a major mistake (like marrying some jerk you told them not to).  We are to follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ who loved us so much that He died spiritually for us even when we were hostile to Him and His enemies.

6.  What’s the motivation for our Christian conduct?  Being members of our Lord’s kingdom and sharing in His glory as the strategic victors of the angelic conflict.  This is so fantastic it cannot be described in detail.  The mere thought of it should produce the greatest motivation for us to live the Christian way of life.

7.  The power for Christian conduct is the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is God the Holy Spirit influencing our thinking (our soul) through the content of doctrine in our soul.


a.  Gal 5:16, “Keep walking by means of the Spirit.”

b.  Walking is our Christian conduct.


c.  We are to walk by means of the Spirit.


d.  Walking by means of the Spirit is synonymous to Eph 5:18, “..., but be filled with the Spirit.”

e.  The filling of the Spirit is God the Holy Spirit influencing our soul.


f.  The soul is the area of human thinking.


g.  Human thinking is the connection of one thought to another thought to another thought, etc.  This is called our stream or flow of consciousness.


h.  The stream of consciousness is the continuous flow of thoughts that go through a person’s mind.  The abnormal human mind has disconnected thoughts.


i.  When God the Holy Spirit influences our soul, He gives us the power to take doctrine out of our memory and put it into our application center, helping us to think in our stream of consciousness about some doctrine we have learned and relate it to our present situation.


j.  Then we get to use our volition to do what God tells us to do related to that doctrine or do what our old sin nature tells us to do related to the human viewpoint we learned in the past.  The decision is ours and determines our spiritual growth or lack thereof.


k.  If we say “yes” to the doctrine, then God the Holy Spirit continues to influence our soul and we advance in our spiritual life.  If we say “no” to the doctrine, God the Holy Spirit is squelched, the sin nature takes control, and we dive into the cosmic system for a mud bath.


l.  If we persist in saying “yes” consistently over a period of time, this is called “walking by means of the Spirit” or living the Christian way of life.  This is God’s will for our life.  However, it requires learning doctrine; without which we have nothing in our memory center for God the Holy Spirit to use.  This is why learning doctrine and applying it every day is the most important priority in our life.
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