1 Thes 2:1



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, translated “yourselves.”  This is placed first in the sentence to emphasize something that is a self-evident, obvious fact to the Thessalonian believers.

 - is the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, translated “For you see” or simply “For.”
 - is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which the emphatic method of expressing a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers themselves know something.  They don’t need to be taught this.  They are already aware of it.  Paul is simply reminding them of something they already know.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren,” a technical term for members of the royal family of God, the Church Age believers.

“For you yourselves know, brethren,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EISODOS, which means “coming, visit; entrance, access; reception, welcome.”  This is the same word that was used by Paul in 1 Thes 1:9, meaning “reception.”  “For they themselves report about us what sort of reception we had with you and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.”  With this noun we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article used to substantivize the prepositional phrase which follows, making the prepositional phrase an adjectival construction, modifying the previous noun EISODON.  With this we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine plural second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”  The entire phrase is translated literally “our reception, the one with you.”
“our reception, the one with you,
 - is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative feminine singular from the adjective KENOS, which means “empty; without content, without truth, without power; to no purpose, without result, without profit, without effect, without reaching its goal; foolish, senseless.”
 - is the third person perfect middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be born; arise, come about; be made or created; to happen, take place, to occur; become.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which directs special attention to the results of the action, laying stress upon the existing fact.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the reception by the Thessalonians as being done in their own interest and for their own benefit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“that it did not happen without result,”
1 Thes 2:1 corrected translation
“For you yourselves know, brethren, our reception, the one with you, that it did not happen without result,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul reminds the Thessalonians of something they are already aware from first hand experience.  Namely, the kind of reception that Paul and his fellow missionaries had when they arrived at Thessalonica.

2.  Paul’s reception at Thessalonica was one of complete positive volition and total success.  In fact, the gospel was so successful that Satan counterattacked by stirring up the jealousy of the Jews against Paul and Silas.
3.  Eventually this led to Paul having to leave the city and not being able to return.  However, the effect of his mission there was already overwhelming positive volition to the gospel and the teaching of the word of God.  This is what Paul means when he says that his reception did not happen without result, effect, purpose, or profit.

4.  Paul reminds these believers that they started out positive to the gospel, and that they continued positive to doctrine.

5.  What are the effects of positive volition on us?


a.  The first and most important effect is God sharing His happiness with us.



(1)  Every time we are positive to doctrine, God the Father shares His happiness with us.  The more we are positive, the more happiness He shares.



(2)  This is the key to coping with the pressure of adversity.  The whole world has always been amazed at how Christians can hold up and even enjoy adversity, tragedy, heartache, and disaster.  It is not because we are abnormal, irrational, emotional idiots.  It is because God the Father is doing for us exactly what He did for our Lord on the Cross.



(3)  Heb 12:2 says, “Be concentrating on Jesus [occupation with Christ], the pioneer and perfecter of doctrine, who because of the joy set before Him endured the Cross, disregarding the shame and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”



(a)  We are commanded to develop and use the problem solving device of occupation with Christ.  Therefore, it follows logically that we must learn and use all the other problem solving devices, which precede it.




(b)  Our Lord is the pioneer of Church Age doctrine.  He tested its reliability and veracity during the First Advent.




(c)  God the Father provided our Lord with perfect happiness on the Cross as He applied every ounce of doctrine He had ever learned before, during, and after bearing our sins.




(d)  This enabled Him to endure the judgment of our sins and disregard the shame of being treated as a common criminal, a traitor to His country, an enemy of the human race, a totally worthless person, and a useless piece of scum as far as the leaders of Israel were concerned.




(e)  We are to concentrate on the fact that the application of doctrine results in great eternal reward which means fantastic glorification of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit for all eternity.



(4)  Our positive volition to learning and applying doctrine is the only means, way, and source of happiness for us as believers.  All other pleasures in life are merely temporary stimulations at best and distractions from doctrine at worst.  We are here to learn doctrine, apply doctrine, share the happiness of God, and be occupied with Christ, so that we can endure suffering and glorify God!  That is the plan of God in a nutshell.


b.  Positive volition gives us a relaxed mental attitude, tranquility of soul, and contentment under pressure, adversity, stress, disaster, or testing.



(1)  There are definitely degrees of happiness in life, just as there will be degrees of happiness in eternity.  And since there are degrees of happiness in eternity, any thing that contributes toward eternal happiness now is so vitally important that words can barely express how significant that contribution is.  Bible doctrine is our life!


(2)  God doesn’t expect us to be hilarious in disaster.  But He does expect us to remember our Lord and the doctrine we have learned, so He can provide us the comfort, the relaxation, the tranquility, the contentment.



(3)  However, God’s guarantee is conditional.  It depends on our positive volition to learn doctrine and then remember doctrine in the crisis.  If we can do that, and we can with positive volition, God will do the rest.  He will help us remember and He will help us apply what we have learned and trusted.


(4)  God always honors positive volition.  God is faithful and will never disregard our correct application of doctrine.  How do you correctly apply doctrine—through the use of the problem solving devices.  There is no other way.


c.  Positive volition gives us a personal sense of destiny.


(1)  We know that God has a plan for our life.



(2)  We know that God has provided everything for us to succeed in His plan.



(3)  We know that God has given us equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute His plan.



(4)  We know that nothing in life is an accident.



(5)  We know that grace is how God deals with us and how we must deal with others.



(6)  We never look back.  Our destiny is forward, always forward, forgetting those things that are behind, and always pressing toward what lies ahead in eternity.


d.  Positive volition gives us spiritual growth, spiritual advance, and spiritual maturity.


e.  Positive volition gives us problem solving devices to handle every possible problem in life from the smallest irritations to the greatest of insults.


f.  Positive volition gives us the privilege of becoming an invisible hero in the angelic conflict with invisible impact on those around us, your country, and even world history.


g.  Positive volition gives us the privilege of glorifying God both in time and for all eternity.


h.  Positive volition gives us a spiritual life beyond our wildest expectations.


i.  Positive volition gives us a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ who gladly went to the Cross and personally died for our sins because He loved us more than we will ever understand with negative volition.
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