1 Thes 1:7



 - is the conjunction HWSTE, which means “so that” when it introduces a dependent clause and followed by the accusative case with the infinitive, as it does here.


a.  Paul will now introduce what happened as a result of the Thessalonians becoming imitators of Christ.


b.  We cannot imitate Christ without positive results occurring.


c.  However, just as these results were unknown to the Thessalonian believers until Paul told them, so the results of our positive volition and obedience to doctrine are often not known to us.


d.  The results of our spiritual life are often hidden from the view of other believers, but they are never hidden from Christ who will reveal all things at His judgment seat.


e.  Along with the effect our positive volition has on other believers, our positive volition never goes unnoticed by Satan and the fallen angels, nor does it go unchallenged.


f.  The challenging of our positive volition is our opportunity to make it even stronger.

 - is the aorist middle infinitive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the spiritual life of the Thessalonian believers in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of the existing results—they have become an example to other believers in Greece.


The middle voice is indirect lays stress on the Thessalonians as the ones producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of actual result, which indicates the results of the action of the main verb in verse six.  The Thessalonian believers became imitators of Christ and as a result they have become an example to all other believers in Greece.
 - is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person masculine plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Although the accusative case is not properly the subject of a sentence, it sometimes acts as the subject of the infinitive.  This is a very common occurrence in Greek.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun TUPOS, meaning “example.”

a.  The word TUPOS is used in the following passages:



(1)  Jn 20:25, “The other disciples therefore were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!”  But he said to them, “Unless I shall see in His hands the TUPOS of the nails, and put my finger into the TUPOS of the nails, and put my hand into His chest (PLEURA), I will never (OU MĒ) believe.”  Here TUPOS is best translated “visible impression, mark, trace.”


(2)  Acts 7:43, “You also took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the TUPOS which you made to worship them.  I also will remove you beyond Babylon.”  Here is an example of a second meaning of TUPOS—”a copy, an image.”


(3)  Acts 7:44, “Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses directed him to make it according to the TUPOS which he had seen.”  This is a third distinct use of the word TUPOS, meaning “pattern, model, example.”


(4)  Acts 23:25, “And he wrote a letter having this TUPOS.”  Here we have a forth meaning of the word—”form, figure, pattern.”


(5)  Rom 5:14, “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s offense, who is a TUPOS of Him who was to come.”  This a fifth meaning for the word.  Here it means “a type”—a pattern or example of what is to come.



(6)  Rom 6:17, “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that TUPOS of teaching to which you were committed.”  This is another example of forth meaning: form, pattern.



(7)  1 Cor 10:6, “Now these things happened as TUPOS for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved.”  This is another use of the third meaning: example, pattern, or model.



(8)  Phil 3:17, “Brethren, become co-imitators of me, and observe those who walk according to the TUPOS you have in us.”  Here is another use of the third meaning: example, pattern, or model.



(9)  2 Thes 3:9, “not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a TUPOS for you, that you might imitate us.”  Here is the use of meaning three again: an example, a pattern, a model.



(10)  1 Tim 4:12, “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but become a TUPOS to believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”  This is meaning three again: an example.



(11)  Tit 2:7, “in all things show yourself to be a TUPOS of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified.”  Again meaning three: an example.


   
(12)  Heb 8:5, “who serve a copy [HUPODEIGMA=an example, pattern; copy, imitation] and shadow of heavenly things, just as Moses was warned when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for “See,” He says, “that you make all things according to the TUPOS which was shown you on the mountain.”  This is an example of the third meaning again just as in Acts 7:44 above.



(13)  1 Pet 5:3, “nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but becoming TUPOS to the flock.”  Another clear use of meaning three: an example.


b.  Note that the predominant use and meaning of the word TUPOS in the New Testament is an example, a pattern, or a model.  This is also Paul’s favorite use of the word.  Therefore the best translation for the word in our context is “an example.”

c.  What do the New Testament passages mean when it tells us to be an example to other believers?



(1)  The Thessalonians were examples because they received the teaching of the word of God in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit.  So the example here is positive volition to doctrine in spite of adversity, suffering, testing, pressure, or persecution.



(2)  The context of 1 Pet 5:2-3 shows that being an example as a pastor centers around positive volition to study and teach doctrine.  “Feed the flock of God among you: not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with enthusiasm; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but becoming examples to the flock.”


(3)  In Phil 3:17 Paul tells us to be co-imitators of him.  Then later on in Phil 4:9 he explains what he means: “The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you.”  Clearly the emphasis here is on positive volition to doctrine.



(4)  2 Thes 3 is a special situation involving believers who were asking the church to support them yet were unwilling to work in any way for their support.  Paul is reminding the Thessalonians that he and his companions worked for their own living while evangelizing and teaching the Thessalonians.  They did this as an example for them that the Christian principle is: “if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.”  Read 2 Thes 3:6-15.



(5)  Tit 2:7 clearly associates being an example with having accurate doctrine in the soul: “concerning all things offer/present yourself [as] an example of intrinsic good production, [Now Paul explains what he means by this through the use of two accusatives of reference] with reference to integrity [accusative of reference from APHTHORIA] by means of the teaching/doctrine/ instruction/what is taught [EN plus instrumental of means from DIDASKALIA], [accusative of reference from SEMNOTES] with reference to respectfulness [cf. 1 Tim 3:4 where the word is used for the pastor “who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all respectfulness.” and 1 Tim 2:2, where Paul urges prayer for all in authority, “in order that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life by means of our entire spiritual life and respectfulness [toward that authority].”  Therefore, presenting ourselves as examples of intrinsic good production means living our spiritual lives and teaching our children to respect authority, just as we also are to respect authority.  This is a demonstration of our integrity, which results from our positive volition to the instruction we have received.



(6)  1 Tim 4:12 gives us a list of things that being an example refers to: “become an example to believers in doctrine, in conduct, in virtue-love, in faith [the function of faith-rest], in purity of mind.”
“so that you have become an example”
 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the substantive use of the ascriptive masculine plural present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”  The phrase is translated “to all believers.”  This may also be translated as the present active participle with the article used as a relative pronoun “to all those who believe.”  In either case, the construction means exactly the same thing.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and the proper nouns MAKEDONIA and ACHAIA, the two most famous areas of Greece.  The phrase is translated “in Macedonia and in Achaia.”
“to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia.”
1 Thes 1:7 corrected translation
“so that you have become an example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia.”
Explanation:
1.  The Thessalonian believers became an example to other believers in Greece of positive volition and obedience to doctrine.  Now they are an example to us.

2.  By being an example they became imitators of Christ.

3.  We are commanded in Phil 3:17 to become co-imitators of Paul.  This is accomplished through positive volition to doctrine and then obedience to that doctrine in our souls.

4.  This command is especially true for the pastor-teacher, 1 Tim 4:12, Tit 2:7, 1 Pet 5:3.  What’s good for the pastor is good for the congregation.

5.  Our positive volition and obedience toward doctrine will be manifest in the our mental attitude, our use of the problem solving devices, and in the conduct of our spiritual life.  This will make us an example to other believers and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.  We have the right to ask ourselves privately: ‘Am I an example to anyone else?’  If not, then the problem is our negative volition to doctrine.

7.  Do we want to imitate Christ and be an example to other believers?  It all depends on our volition and no one can change our volition but us.
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