1 Thes 1:5



 - is the causal/explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for, because.”  It introduces the reasons why Paul and his companions knew that the Thessalonians had been chosen or elected by God the Father to be members of the royal family of God and in union with Christ.
 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article HO and noun EUAGGELION plus the possessive use of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our gospel.”
 - is the strong objective negative OUK plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to come” when used with the directional preposition EIS following.  The phrase is translated “did not come.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which looks at the proclamation of the gospel in Thessalonica in the past in its entirety without reference to its progress in time.


The passive voice indicates that the gospel receives the action—not being presented in a certain way.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction/place, meaning “to, toward” plus the accusative plural second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you” or “you all.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “in word, teaching, speaking, communication” plus the adverb MONOS, meaning “only, alone.”
“for our gospel did not come to you in word alone,”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “in power.”  This is a reference to the power of God, specifically the power of God the Holy Spirit.

“but also in power”

1.  There are two power options in the Christian way of life.



a.  The power of the filling or empowerment or influence of the Holy Spirit.



b.  The power of the word of God active in your stream of thought.


2.  Both of these powers are available to every believer as a part of our royal priesthood.  We were elected or chosen by God the Father to have these power options available.  They are options, because our volition is involved in their use.

3.  However, the use of these two power options is totally dependent upon our free will, our volition, that is, our decision to use them.


4.  No one can use the power options for us.  We and only we can use them for ourselves.


5.  In order to use these power options, we must do certain things:



a.  We must want to learn what they are and how they are used.



b.  We must want to go where they are taught.



c.  We must be willing to submit to the authority of that teacher.



d.  After learning what they are and how they function, we must decide whether or not we are going to use them.  God will not force us to use the power options.


6.  Paul’s proclamation of the gospel was not just empty words, but was backed up by the power of God the Holy Spirit making that information real to the souls of the Thessalonians as unbelievers.  Then his teaching of doctrine was not just empty words, but backed up by the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit making that doctrine real to the souls of the Thessalonian believers.

 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit” and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “Holy, set apart unto God.”  The phrase is translated “that is, in the Holy Spirit.”

1.  Paul is now going to explain what he means by the gospel coming to the Thessalonians in power.  The gospel message which Paul brought to the Thessalonians did not come in just words alone, but in the sphere of power—the power of the Holy Spirit.”

2.  There is only one kind of power in which the gospel is brought to the unbeliever and Bible doctrine is brought to the believer, and that is the power of the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


3.  This is why Paul says in 1 Cor 2:4, “And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”  The same point Paul had to make to the Corinthians had to be made to the Thessalonians.  Why?  Because there were many itinerant preachers going from town to town trying desperately to persuade people that their system of thinking was the only true divine system of thinking.  Satan is not stupid and he had set up the best counterfeit system of evangelism for religion that he could in the first century AD.


4.  The power of God (that is, the power of God the Holy Spirit) was demonstrated to unbelievers everywhere Paul went to proclaim the gospel.  This demonstration of divine power was twofold:



a.  The apostle often performed some miracle in order to get the unbeliever’s attention, in order to gain a hearing for the gospel.  This was the purpose of the temporary spiritual gifts such as miracles and healing.  These, of course, were counterfeited by Satan then, and have continued to be counterfeited ever since.



b.  The power of God the Holy Spirit functioned in the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in common and efficacious grace, making the gospel real to the unbeliever and then making his or her faith effective for salvation.  Then as believers, the power of the Spirit was demonstrated in His teaching ministry to make the unique divine plan of history crystal clear to these new believers.

“that is in the Holy Spirit”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun PLĒROPHORIA and the adjective POLUS, meaning “in full conviction.”

a.  The word PLĒROPHORIA means full assurance, certainty, full conviction.”

b.  The word POLUS has the comparative meaning “much or great.”  Here it means “full.”

c.  Notice also that the article is not used with either the Holy Spirit or PLĒROPHORIA, which indicates the high quality of both concepts.


c.  Paul has strung these words together to give us a word picture of a person who has a supernatural conviction about something.  This is a conviction far greater than normal human confidence in something.  It is a supernatural confidence produced by the filling of the Holy Spirit.


d.  This is why the two objects of the preposition EN are connected with the simple conjunction KAI and the preposition is not repeated.

“and full conviction”
 - is the comparative adverb KATHWS meaning “as” or “just as.”
 - is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which is used to bring a past event vividly into the present.  It is used to describe an event or fact in an unusually vivid and realistic way.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the nominative subject from the first person masculine plural relative pronoun HOIOS, meaning “what kind/sort of persons.”  The word “persons” is implied from the context, since Paul is talking about himself and his companions when they first went to Thessalonica and by the masculine tense.

 - is the first person plural aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to be, become.”  Here it is translated “we became” to bring out the passive voice.  However, do not get that idea that Paul and his companions became something they were not already.  They were not two-faced.  They were not putting on a show for the Thessalonians.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the entirety of Paul and his companion’s conduct while with the Thessalonians.


The deponent passive voice indicates that Paul and his companions produced the action of becoming a certain kind of person among the Thessalonians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you,” which is used to indicate the one to whom, for whom, or in whose interest a thing is done.  Paul and his companions came to the Thessalonians in the power of the Holy Spirit and full conviction in the interest of the Thessalonians.

 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of relationship from the second person masculine plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your sakes.”

a.  Why the addition of this prepositional phrase?  The meaning of the verse was complete without it.


b.  Paul added it to remind the Thessalonians that his behavior of speaking to them in the power of the Holy Spirit and with full conviction was for their benefit, not for his.


c.  Paul is setting up a contrast between his teaching and conduct with that of the itinerant pseudo-evangelists roaming the countryside.  Paul came for the benefit of the Thessalonians; the other itinerant preachers came for their own benefit—to make a profit off the Thessalonians.

“just as you know what kind of persons we became to you for your sakes.”
1 Thes 1:5 corrected translation
“for our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power; that is in the Holy Spirit and full conviction just as you know what kind of persons we became to you for your sakes.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul began this sentence in verse two and concludes it in verse five.  When you reduce the sentence to its essence, it sounds like this, “We give thanks because we know your election; for our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power; that is, in the Holy Spirit and full conviction, just as you know what kind of persons we became to you for your sakes.”

a.  Paul was thankful that they had become believers.


b.  But notice that his thankfulness is directed toward the Godward side of salvation—election—not the manward side—the Thessalonian’s faith in Christ.


c.  In verse five, Paul explains the reason for his thankfulness for their election by God—because it was the work of God through the power of the Holy Spirit and not the work of man—Paul and his companions.


d.  Paul will take no credit for the work of God.  Even though Paul went to the Thessalonians and had the courage to present the gospel, he gives the credit where it is rightfully due—to God the Father, the author of the plan and to God the Holy Spirit, the provider of power for the execution of the plan.

2.  The logic of Paul’s explanation is as follows:


a.  The message we brought wasn’t just a powerful series of speeches or lectures (implied but not stated—like so many of the great orators and Greek philosophers among you).

b.  But the message was powerful because it was backed up by the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit in common and efficacious grace and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to you.


c.  In addition to the power of the Spirit, you saw the greater than normal human conviction in us who delivered the message as evidenced by our manner of life among you.

3.  The importance of the last phrase “just as you know what kind of persons we became to you for your sakes.”

a.  It is critical for any evangelist that his message about the saving work of Christ be consistent with his attitude toward many things in life.


b.  For example, how can an evangelist proclaim the reality of eternal life, while manifesting fear of death or persecution.  That behavior is inconsistent with the message.



(1)  We can’t just talk the talk.  That’s intellectualism.



(2)  We can’t just walk the walk.  That’s legalism.



(3)  We can’t just talk the walk.  That’s hypocrisy.



(4)  We must walk the talk.


c.  Our manner of life, the Christian way of life, our very own spiritual life must be consistent with our understanding of doctrine.  Does this mean that we will never sin.  Absolutely not!  Does it mean that we will still fail in spite of knowing better?  Yes!  Does it mean that sometimes others will look at us and say, “How can they do that and be a Christian?”  Probably!


d.  All believers, but especially communicators of the word of God are responsible for the accurate, objective, and consistent manifestation of the doctrine resident in their souls.  This is especially important when dealing with new believers who don’t have our doctrine.  It is also especially important when dealing with unbelievers.


e.  Does this mean that we have to act differently around new believers and unbelievers, yet can be yourself around other believers with the same amount of spiritual growth as you.  You bet it does!


g.  O.K., where does it say that in the Bible?  Rom 14:1-15:2.
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