1 Thes 1:3
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 - is the adverb ADIALEIPTWS, which means “constantly, continuously.”
 - is the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle MNĒMONEUW, which means “to remember, the keep in mind, to think of; to make mention of.”  Here it means to remember.


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what habitually occurs in the thinking of Paul and his companions.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action.


The participle is causal, describing the reason why Paul and his companions pray for the Thessalonians—because they remember certain things about them.

Prior to exegeting the next section we must understand the Granville Sharp rule of Greek grammar:


If a series of nouns connected by the conjunction KAI are governed by only one article at the beginning, then all of the following nouns are a further description of the same thing described by the first noun.  (Such is not the case here.)


If a series of nouns connected by the conjunction KAI are each governed by their own article, then all of the nouns refer to different things.  (This is the case here.)

 - is the possessive genitive from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” plus the genitive direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON, which means “work, deed, action, manifestation, production.”  Some verbs take their direct objects in the genitive case.  This is the case here with the verb “to remember.”
 - is the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and the passive use of the noun PISTIS, which means “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  The attributive genitive describes the kind of work the Thessalonians were doing.  It was a “manifestation of doctrine, doctrinal production, or doctrine-kind of action.”

1.  This phrase is a reference to the application of doctrine to experience.


2.  When we believe or have faith in doctrine, that belief or doctrine is manifest in our lives.  That manifestation is a source of stimulation to the souls of others.


3.  Other believers remember our application or manifestation of doctrine and are motivated to pray for us.


4.  This phrase “manifestation or production of doctrine” is also found in 2 Thes 1:11, “For this purpose we also pray at all times concerning you that our God might make you worthy of your calling and fill up the entire purpose of generosity and manifestation of doctrine by power.”
“because we constantly remember your manifestation of doctrine;”
 - is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the genitive direct object from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “your” and noun KOPOS, meaning “work, labor, toil.”  Paul uses this word many times in his epistles, often in connection with physical labor as in 1 Thes 2:9.

 - is the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional or virtue love.”  This is a reference to impersonal love as a problem solving device in the plan of God.  This phrase is translated “and labor of virtue-love.”

1.  This phrase is a reference to the application of doctrine to experience.  When we exercise our unconditional love toward others, the love of Christ is manifest in our lives.


2.  That manifestation of the love of Christ is a source of stimulation to the souls of others.  Other believers remember our application of doctrine or labor of virtue-love and are motivated to pray for us.


3.  The phrase “labor of love” is not found anywhere else in Scripture.

“that is, your labor of virtue-love”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “your” and the noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance.”  The best translation with the word confidence, which follows, is “perseverance.”
 - is the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun ELPIS, which means “from confidence.”

a.  “Perseverance from confidence” is our ability to continue to live our spiritual life with a mental attitude of confidence from the doctrine in our soul.


b.  Metabolized doctrine (the word of God which we have learned and believe) gives us confidence of blessings and reward in time and eternity, which glorify God.


c.  This confidence then becomes our motivation for patience under injustice, endurance under testing, fortitude under personal attacks from others, steadfastness in the face of Satan’s cosmic-psychological pressure.

 - is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and the proper nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, with the possessive use of the personal pronoun EGW, which means “in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 - is the improper preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “before, in the presence of, in the sight of God.”
 - is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular noun PATĒR with the possessive use of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “even our Father.”
“and your perseverance from confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ before God even our Father.”

1 Thes 1:3 corrected translation
“because we constantly remember your manifestation of doctrine; that is, your labor of virtue-love and your perseverance from confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ before God even our Father.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul mentions three things that he remembers about the Thessalonians, which motivated him to pray for them.


a.  Their manifestation of doctrine (the word of God that they have learned and act upon)

b.  Their labor of virtue-love, that is, their unconditional love toward others.

c.  Their perseverance from confidence in the Lord.

2.  Manifestation of Doctrine.


a.  As we grow in grace, the doctrine in our soul will manifest itself.


b.  The primary means of manifestation is our application of doctrine in unconditional love toward others.

c.  Application of doctrine occurs through the use of the spiritual problem solving devices: the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, the empowerment and influence of the Holy Spirit, our faith in the promises of God, grace orientation, orientation to the word of God, personal love for God, unconditional love for others, a personal sense of destiny, and occupation with Christ.  These spiritual problem solving devices are the only objective, correct, and accurate means of the manifestation of doctrine.

3.  ‘Labor of Virtue-Love’.


a.  The labor of virtue-love is the most obvious manifestation of doctrine to those in our periphery.


b.  No one can see us acknowledge our sins to God.

c.  No one can see the filling or influence of the Spirit.


d.  No one can see our use of the faith-rest drill.


e.  No one can see our personal sense of destiny.


f.  No one can see our personal love for God the Father.


g.  No one can see us sharing the perfect happiness of God.


h.  No one can see our occupation with Christ.


i.  However, people can hear your grace orientation.


j.  People can hear our doctrinal orientation and application of the word of God in what we say.

k.  Everyone can see our unconditional love toward others.

4.  ‘Perseverance from Confidence in the Lord’.


a.  Perseverance is our consistency in learning the word of God.


b.  Perseverance is our endurance under pressure and testing.


c.  Perseverance is our willingness to rebound from carnality and keep moving when we fail.


d.  Perseverance is our self-motivation to keep concentrating when we have heard that doctrine taught before.


e.  This perseverance comes from our confidence in the Lord.


f.  Confidence is our positive volition toward doctrine.  Positive volition toward the teaching of doctrine produces confidence in our soul.


g.  Our confidence is intimately related to our Lord Jesus Christ who set the example for us in manifestation of doctrine, the use of virtue-love as a problem solving device, and in perseverance under every circumstance of life.


h.  Confidence in the Lord produces perseverance in living the spiritual life.


i.  Confidence in the Lord is synonymous with occupation with Christ.  Therefore, occupation with Christ creates confidence in the soul regarding the trustworthiness of the word of God.  And confidence regarding doctrine produces perseverance in living the Christian way of life, as well as executing the plan of God.


j.  We will never apply the doctrine we have learned unless we believe that it is true.  As long as we doubt the trustworthiness of doctrine; that is, the veracity of God, we will have no confidence in the spiritual life and will not persevere.  This is why so many believers stop listening to the teaching of doctrine.  They look into the mirror of the word of God and will not accept what they see.  So they turn away from the mirror and forget what sort of a person they really are.

5.  Jam 1:25, “But he who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom, and persists [in the function of the spiritual skills], not having become forgetful hearers but a doer of accomplishment, this man [winner-believer] will be happy in what he does.”

a.  “Looking intently” is the consistent function of the first two spiritual skills (being filled with the Spirit and learning and trusting the word of God) resulting in the use of the spiritual problem solving devices in the soul.


b.  The “perfect law of freedom” refers to the word of God.  God has provided perfect true equal opportunity and true freedom for every Church Age believer to learn the word of God.


c.  The “doer of accomplishment” refers to the believer who executes the plan of God through the consistent function of growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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