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 is the dative indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to Satan.

is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means “to set oneself against, oppose, resist, withstand; to stand one’s ground against.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth or generally accepted fact.  It is a universal fact that all believers must resist, oppose, stand their ground against Satan.


The active voice indicates that believers who are positive to Bible doctrine produce the action.


The imperative mood is used here in a dependent clause and therefore is translated “must...”  This is also its use in 1 Pet 5:12.  The translation is “against whom you must stand your ground.”
“against whom [Satan], you must stand your ground,”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine plural adjective STEREOS, which literally means “firm, hard, solid, strong,” but is used figuratively of human character and means “steadfast, firm ones.”
 is the feminine singular from the article and noun PISTIS, meaning “faith” and referring to the passive meaning of PISTIS, which is what we believe or Bible doctrine in our souls.  The article is used as a person pronoun, meaning “your.”

This could be a dative of reference, meaning, “firm ones with reference to/concerning your doctrine.”

This could be a locative of sphere, meaning, “firm ones in the sphere of your doctrine.”

This could be an instrumental of cause, meaning “because of your doctrine.”

All these ideas and translations are accurate, but in this context the instrumental of cause seems to be the most accurate and follows the content of Peter’s thought.  Therefore, the translation should be, “against whom [Satan], you must stand your ground, firm ones because of your doctrine.”
“firm ones because of your doctrine,”
 is the appositional or explanatory nominative second person masculine plural perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know: knowing.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect.  The perfect conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The present state is our knowledge of Satan and his strategy versus the metabolized doctrine in our soul.  The intensive perfect emphasizes this present state of knowledge, the continuing result in our spiritual life as a result of this knowledge, and the finished product—the fact that we have Bible doctrine in our soul as problem solving devices to resist or oppose the devil.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.  Our motivation to resist or oppose the devil is based upon our knowing something about our fellow believers.

is the accusative of general reference from the neuter plural article and intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same.”  The accusative of general reference functions as the “subject” of the infinitive at the end of the sentence.  Infinitives do not have subjects as such, but the accusative of general reference functions to indicate who or what produces the action expressed by the infinitive.

 is the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun PATHĒMA, meaning “sufferings.”  With AUTOS the descriptive genitive (which limits the meaning of the noun by defining what kind of noun we have) could legitimately be translated “the same kind of sufferings.”
is the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun ADELPHOTĒS plus the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which means “upon your fellowship.”  This is a reference to all Church Age believers who are members of the royal family of God.  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world.”
is the present passive infinitive from the verb EPITELEW, which means “to be made complete, to complete, accomplish, perform, bring about; to fulfill; to lay something upon someone, to accomplish something in the case of someone.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  This is a description of Nero’s persecution of Christians just prior to 70 A.D.


The passive voice indicates that the same kind of sufferings receive the action of being laid upon the members of the royal family of God.


The infinitive is used with the accusative of general reference to form an accusative absolute.

“knowing the same kind of sufferings are being laid upon your fellowship in the world.”
1 Pet 5:9 corrected translation
“against whom [Satan], you must stand your ground, firm ones because of your doctrine, knowing the same kind of sufferings are being laid upon your fellowship in the world.”
Explanation:
1.  This subject is taught in detail by Paul in Eph 6:11-17, “Put on the full armor from God so that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies of the devil, 6:12 because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].  6:13 Therefore, pick up and put on the full armor from God, that you may be able to stand your ground in the evil day, even after you have done everything to hold your ground.  6:14  Therefore, hold your ground, after you have buckled your combat gear around your waist with truth and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness 6:15 and after you have put on your combat boots with readiness [to communicate] the gospel, the peace [reconciliation], 6:16 with all these things pick up and carry the shield of faith [faith-rest drill] by which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one; 6:17 and grasp the helmet of salvation [deliverance] and draw the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”
2.  A significant event was undoubtedly in Peter’s mind when he wrote these words, Lk 22:31-34, “‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.’  But he said to Him, ‘Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!’  And He said, ‘I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me.’”

a.  Peter went on to fail miserably and deny our Lord three times and then went and had a good cry over it, Lk 22:62.


b.  Yet Peter was in even greater danger in Acts 4-5, when he was arrested twice and the High Priest was about to kill him, Acts 5:27-33, “When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council.  The high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.’  But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.  The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.  He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as the Prince and the Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.’  But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them.”

c.  So what made the difference between the day before our Lord was crucified and a month later:



(1)  The filling of the Holy Spirit, which was the unique power for the spiritual life of the Church Age.



(2)  Peter’s confidence in the Bible doctrine in his soul, now being brought to his remembrance by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  The filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul gave Peter the power to stand firm against Satan and be firm in his beliefs.


e.  On the one hand, Peter was personally in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, but was without the filling of the Spirit and had no confidence in the Bible doctrine in his soul.  The result was denial of our Lord and failure.  On the other hand, Peter was alone in the presence of the High Priest and about to be murdered by him and was able to stand up to the same threat of evil and violence with confidence because of the filling of the Spirit and his confidence in the Bible doctrine in his soul.  Peter had learned the importance of magnifying the word of God above his person.


f.  The power options of the plan of God are the means of executing this command to stand firm against Satan.  Remember, we never attack Satan; we dig a perfect two man fighting position, and hold our ground against Satan.  Who is the second man in the fighting position?  The humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ as our precedence for the spiritual life of the Church Age.

3.  Finally, Peter reminds us that we are not the only ones who have to fight these spiritual battles.  Every member of the royal family of God (Church Age believers) who loves the teaching of the word of God is tested by Satan through undeserved suffering for blessing to see if the Bible doctrine in their soul is more important to them than their own person.


a.  There is always a remnant of mature believers who value the word of God more than anything else in life.  Rom 11:2-5 cf. 1 Kg 19:18, “God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?  ‘Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.’  But what is the divine response to him?  ‘I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’  In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice.”

b.  No matter what happens in our life, God will never permit Satan to test us beyond our ability to pass the test through the application of Bible doctrine to that experience.  This is why God has given us such problem solving devices as personal love for Him, unconditional love for all mankind, sharing the perfect happiness of God and occupation with Christ to handle the attacks of Satan.  1 Cor 10:13, “No testing has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tested beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape [the Bible doctrine you need to apply to pass the test], so that you will be able to endure it.”
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