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 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb NĒPHW, which means “to be sober; to be self-controlled.”  We have seen this word a few times before:

1 Thes 5:6, “Consequently therefore, let us not sleep as the rest, but be self-controlled.”
1 Thes 5:8, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.”
2 Tim 4:5, “But you, be self-controlled in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
1 Pet 4:7, “But the end of all things is near.  Therefore, be self-controlled and calm for the purpose of prayers.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers your entire spiritual life into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of being self-controlled.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to keep awake; watch out, be alert.”  This verb is found twenty-two times in the Scriptures.  A few examples:

Mt 26:41, “Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Mk 13:37, “What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’”
Acts 20:31, “Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”
1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.”
1 Thes 5:6, “Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be alert and self-controlled.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers your entire spiritual life into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of being self-controlled.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.
“Be self-controlled, be alert,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ANTIDIKOS, which means “opponent in a lawsuit.”  This is a reference to Satan, since he appears in court as an accuser, Rev 12:10; Job 1:6ff, Zech 3:1.  But here as in Lk 18:3 it could mean “enemy, opponent” in general.  Literally the preposition ANTI means “against” and the noun DIKOS means “righteous.”  Therefore, he is “the one who against the righteous.”
 is the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular adjective DIABOLOS, used as a noun, meaning “slanderer.”  It came to be used as an official name for Satan and was translated “the devil.”  The entire subject then is “your enemy, the devil.”
is the comparative use of the particle HWS, meaning “as” or “like.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun LEWN, meaning “lion.”  And finally, we have the predicate nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb WRUOMAI, which means “to roar.”  This is the only use of the word in Scripture.


The participle is ascriptive, being used as an adjective to describe what kind of a lion we are talking about here.  This is a roaring lion.  So the Devil does something as or like a roaring lion.  A lion roars because it is hungry and seeks something to devour.

 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”  However the analogy here is to a hungry lion walking around roaring because he is hungry and has nothing to devour.


The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals of human history.  Satan cannot do this all the time, since there are times in human history when he cannot do this, such as during the millennial reign of Christ.


The active voice indicates that Satan produces the action of walking around as a roaring lion.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek; to look for.”  However, in this analogy with the lion, the best translation would be “to stalk.”

The present tense is an iterative present, which describes something that takes place continuously at certain intervals of time.


The active voice indicates that Satan produces the action.


The participle is a modal participle with describes the method or manner in which Satan does his walking.  He doesn’t just walk but stalks his prey.  The mature believer is his prey.  He is following you waiting for the time when you let your guard down that he might attack you.  This is why we are commanded to stay on the defensive against Satan.

is accusative direct object from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS (without the accent, which would be the interrogative pronoun meaning “who”), which means “someone, anyone.”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb KATAPINW, which means “to swallow.”  When used of animals, it means “to devour.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of Satan in its entirety and presents it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Satan produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the participle ZĒTEW=to seek, as in Mk 12:12 or 2 Cor 8:11.

“stalking someone to devour.”

1 Pet 5:8 corrected translation
“Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”
Explanation:
1.  We are commanded by God six times to be self-controlled; in fact, to be self-controlled in all things.  


a.  Self-control is our volition making decisions to do certain things according to certain standards.  The question is whose standards are we using?


b.  We have a choice in life between our standards or God’s standards.  When we begin the Christian life, we have none of God’s standards.  By the time we finish the Christian life, we should have all of God’s standards.


c.  Our sin nature seeks to influence and control our thinking, our decisions, and our actions.  Self-control is us maintaining control of our own soul and not giving up that control to the sin nature.


d.  The command here is for us to maintain control of our soul, to maintain that control through sticking with God’s standards for our life.  These standards are found in God’s word and we cannot know God’s standards apart from learning the word of God through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


e.  This command to be self-controlled is God ordering us to remain under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.  Only under God’s influence do we have spiritual freedom.  Under the influence of the sin nature, we are a slave, having no freedom.



(1)  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of the new birth or regeneration.  2 Cor 3:17-18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit is deity], and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”



(a)  Spiritual freedom is the environment for all believers to execute the spiritual life.




(b)  The believer must use his spiritual freedom to advance in spiritual growth through the function of learning and applying the word of God, in order to attain the objectives of the spiritual life—spiritual growth and spiritual adulthood.


(2)  Spiritual freedom is for believers only.  Spiritual freedom is the basis for the execution of the plan of God for the Church.



(3)  The function of spiritual freedom is based on cognition and utilization of the spiritual skills: the filling of the Spirit, Bible doctrine in the stream of consciousness, and spiritual problem solving devices deployed in the soul.


(4)  Spiritual freedom cannot be effective without responsibility.  First, we cannot have spiritual freedom without making the decision to believe in Christ.  Thereafter, we must make thousands of daily decisions to live our spiritual life under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and momentum from doctrine we have learned and believed.  Spiritual freedom only exists under the filling and influence of the Holy Spirit.



(5)  We get a taste of spiritual freedom at salvation.  The moment we believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit enters us into spiritual freedom.  When we sin, we’re out of fellowship; grieving the Holy Spirit or quenching the Holy Spirit.  Then we no longer have spiritual freedom because we are in Satan’s dungeon.



(6)  Spiritual freedom is the basis for equal opportunity for every Church Age believer to execute the plan of God for the Church.  We have equality to succeed or fail under the freedom God has provided.



(7)  Spiritual freedom is destroyed by the function of the arrogance skills—self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption and self-gratification.


(8)  The believer can live and function without temporal freedom, but he cannot execute the plan of God without spiritual freedom.


f.  Therefore, we are ordered by God to maintain the filling of the Spirit, who influences our soul, so we can have the spiritual freedom to make our own decisions.  This is our primary protection against Satan and his demon forces who are trying to destroy us spiritually.

2.  Then we are commanded to be alert.


a.  This a command to stay awake, stay alert, to be ready at all times, while standing on guard against the enemy.


b.  In the Roman army and generally in the ancient world, the soldier who fell asleep on duty had his clothes set on fire as he slept.  He was awakened by the heat of the fire as he found himself burning.  By the time he awoke and tried to put out the fire, he was already burned by the flames.  This is analogous to divine discipline.  Being burned by the Sergeant of the Guard is better than having your throat sliced by the enemy.


c.  So Peter is making an analogy to this practice in the Roman army.  We are the soldiers on guard duty.  Satan is our enemy looking to kill us.  Our Lord is the Sergeant of the Guard trying to keep us awake and on guard.


d.  We stay alert by learning and applying Bible doctrine to every circumstance in life.  We cannot be alert spiritually if we do not know anything spiritually.  We have to learn doctrine to be alert for spiritual attacks.


e.  Our warfare is a spiritual warfare, which involves thinking more than doing.



(1)  2 Cor 10:4, “for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the fortresses.”


(2)  Eph 6:12, “because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].”

f.  We don’t fight Satan physically, but spiritually through thinking.  Our thinking means everything in our spiritual life and in God’s plan for our life.  We are commanded to be alert in our thinking, not in our actions.  If we are alert in our thinking, we will be alert in our actions.

3.  Satan is our enemy.  Satan hates believers.  Satan has a strategy against believers and the Church.


a.  Some of Satan’s strategies include:



(1)  Satanic strategy is to discredit the Canon of Scripture with emphasis on the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.



(2)  Satanic strategy is to discredit believers through involving them in the cosmic system and Christian degeneracy, so that they shock other believers who then get out of fellowship and become involved in some false doctrine, while trying to explain away the degenerate Christians.


(3)  Satanic strategy is to encourage rejection of Bible doctrine and to by-pass and ignore postsalvation Bible teaching by emphasizing experience.  Satanic strategy is to hinder or distract believers from the execution of the plan of God.  Satan tries to distract the believer from learning the word of God in the following ways.




(a)  Through negative volition toward the teaching of the word of God and Bible doctrine.




(b)  Through getting the believer out of fellowship, so there is no influence of the Spirit.




(c)  Through getting the believer to understand doctrine academically rather than spiritually.




(d)  Through hindering the circulation of doctrine in the stream of consciousness through the influence and teaching ministries of the Spirit.




(e)  Through the sin nature and the garbage from the subconscious of the soul.  Satan tries to control the believer through the sin nature by tempting the believer to commit sin and to perform good deeds.  Believers are distracted into thinking that simple morality is the Christian way of life.



(4)  All the strategies of Satan are directed toward the free will of mankind, not the sovereignty of God.


b.  2 Cor 2:11 states the general principle, “in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his strategies.”  Satan has a strategy to keep the believer in the cosmic system, Jam 4:6-8, 1 Jn 2:15-18, 1 Jn 3:4-12.


c.  Satan is the enemy of the Church.



(1)  The Church is attacked by legalism, which in Rev 2:9 is called “the synagogue of Satan.”


(2)  The Church is attacked by religion, which is called “the throne of Satan” in Rev 2:13.



(3)  The Church is attacked by false doctrine, which in Rev 2:24 is called “the deep things of Satan.”

d.  Satan’s strategies include:



(1)  He accuses believers of sin, therefore, of being under his control, Job 1:6-11; Zech 3:1-2; Rev 12:9-10.  However, Jesus Christ defends us in heaven, 1 Jn 2:1-2.



(2)  Satan sponsors all principles related to Christian degeneracy, 1 Cor 10:19-21; 2 Cor 11:3, 13-15.



(3)  Satan sponsors fear and anger to distract the believer from God’s plan, Heb 2:14-15.



(4)  He seeks to frustrate the will of God with regard to our life.




(a)  The mental will of God, doctrine, Rom 12:2; Eph 4:14.




(b)  The geographical will of God, 1 Thes 2:18.




(c)  The operational will of God, James 4:7-8; Gal 5:7.



(5)  Satan tries to neutralize consistent doctrinal perception and application through:




(a)  worry, fear, anxiety, mental attitude sins, and reaction to historical disaster, 1 Pet 5:7-9.




(b)  getting the believer to be disobedient to the Word and the Pastor’s authority involved in teaching it.




(c)  ignoring doctrine we have learned, 1 Chr 21:1.



(6)  Satan destroys the believer’s focus.  He uses both arrogance and antagonism (the two cosmic systems) to keep the believer from occupation with Christ.




(a)  Satan causes us to get our eyes on people, Gen 19:28, 20:1; Jer 17:5.




(b)  He causes us to get our eyes on self, 1 Kg 19:10; 1 Cor 1:10-11.




(c)  He causes us to get our eyes on things, Heb 13:5-6.



(7)  Satan sponsors Christian activism.  He tries to get the believer to become involved in improvement of his (Satan’s) world through becoming occupied with temporal solutions, such as: improving the environment, “the greatest good for the greatest number,” socialism, social action, the social Gospel, welfare state, and temporal solutions to man’s problems.


e.  God allows Satan to administer the momentum tests in which he attempts to keep the believer from advancing to maturity.

6
5

