
1 Pet 5:5

1 Pet 5:5

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the adverb of comparison HOMOIWS, which means “likewise, so, similarly, or in the same way.”  Sometimes the idea of similarity fades into the background to such a degree that the word means “also” cf. Jn 5:19cf 6:11; 21:13; cf. Lk 7:31.
 is the vocative masculine plural from the comparative adjective NEOS, meaning “you newer or younger ones.”  This is a reference to anyone who is a new believer regardless of age.

“In the same way, you new believers,”
 is the second person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject oneself, be subjected or subordinated, to obey.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which says ‘do this right now and make a point to do this for your entire spiritual life’.


The passive voice indicates that Church Age believer receives the action of being subject to or obeying those men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural noun PRESBUTEROS, which means “the elders.”  This is one of the titles for the male Church Age believer with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  The absence of the article stresses the high quality of this individual.  The quality is not in the individual as such, but in the spiritual gift, which he has as a grace gift from God.  The noun is in the plural not to show a plurality of pastors in one local church, but Peter is writing to local churches all over the Roman Empire and is addressing all the new believers everywhere to obey their respective pastors.

“obey the elders;”
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which is used here to insert an explanation and should be translated “that is.”  With this we have the vocative masculine plural from the adjective PAS, meaning “all” or “everyone.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “toward one another.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun TAPEINOPHROSUNĒ, which means “humility.”  It is also used in Phil 2:3; Col 2:23, 3:12; Acts 20:19; Eph 4:2.

 is the second person plural aorist middle-deponent imperative from the verb EGKOMBOOMAI, which means “to put or tie something on oneself, hence, to clothe oneself in or with.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers your entire experience in the Christian life as a believer into a single whole.


The middle voice is deponent, which acts like an active voice.  Each believer is to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“that is, everyone, clothe yourselves in humility toward each other,”
is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have a direct quote from the LXX of Prov 3:34.  This passage is also quoted in Jam 4:6.  The article HO is not found in p72 or Codex B, but is in Codex Aleph and A.  The sense is retained without the article, therefore, it was probably added by a scribe for clarity.  The nominative subject from the masculine singular noun THEOS means “God” and is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural noun HUPERĒPHANOS, meaning “the arrogant, haughty, proud.”  It is used in Lk 1:51; Rom 1:30; 2 Tim 3:2; Jam 4:6 and our passage.

 is the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb ANTITASSW, which means “to oppose or resist.”  In Attic Greek it meant “to range in battle against; to meet in battle.”  Since this is a quote from the LXX, the Attic Greek meaning is more accurate than the Koine Greek meaning.  And in the modern English we would say “to make war against.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which one reasonably expects to take place.


The middle voice is an intensive middle which lays great stress on our Lord Jesus Christ as the one who Himself performs the action of making war against the arrogant believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunctive particle DE, meaning “but” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine plural noun TAPEINOS, which means “to the humble.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  The absence of the article emphasizes the high quality of this noun.  Grace is the greatest thing you will ever have from God.

“because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.’”
1 Pet 5:5 corrected translation
“In the same way, you new believers, obey the elders; that is, everyone, clothe yourselves in humility toward each other, because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.’”
Explanation:
1.  In verse two, Peter gave a command to the leaders of the local churches to shepherd the flock of God among them.  Now in a similar manner he gives a command to the other end of the food chain, the new believers, to obey those who are the spiritual leaders in the local church.


a.  New believers execute this command by learning Bible doctrine.


b.  They don’t do it by giving up things and changing their life.


c.  They don’t obey the elders of the church by acting differently, by being something they are not, by “becoming holy” in their behavior pattern, speech, dress, conduct, or attitudes.


d.  In fact, Peter tells us just exactly how this command is to be accomplished—by clothing ourselves in humility toward each other.


e.  The most important thing that can happen to any believer, but especially a new believer is to listen to the truth of the word of God.  That truth, when accurately taught and correctly understood cannot help but produce true humility in the thinking of any person.


f.  Humility is the key to relationship with God.  We don’t earn or deserve anything from God, but God does everything for us in absolute grace.  This should produce the most fantastic humility in our soul.  If it does not, it is because we are arrogant.


g.  Our relationship with God is based on our humility.  Our relationships with other Christians should be based on our humility.  We cannot get the latter right until we get the former right.  We cannot have right relationships with people unless we have a right relationship with God.  We cannot be humble with others unless we are humble before God.


h.  If we are not humble before God, then Peter quotes the resulting relationship we will have with God—God will be at war with us.


i.  God doesn’t hate, but in order to use human language to help us understand God’s attitude toward arrogance, we can say that God hates arrogance.  Arrogance was the original sin of Satan, which God rejected, condemned, and judged in eternity past, and He has never changed His attitude toward it since then.


j.  When we are humble toward other believers, God is gracious toward us.  When we are arrogant toward other believers, then God makes war against us.

2.  Therefore, in order to understand this passage completely we must understand three doctrines.


a.  The doctrine of arrogance.  Arrogance is the mental attitude of a person when that person thinks they are better than another person or others for some reason.  Arrogance is an attitude of superiority, whether it is true or not.  Even if we are truly superior to another for some reason, our attitude of superiority is arrogance in the eyes of God.  We may be superior to another for some reason, but we don’t need to flaunt it.  God gives us equal privilege and opportunity to grow in grace, not grow in arrogance because of our spiritual accomplishments.

b.  The doctrine of grace.  Grace is everything that God has done, is doing, and will do for us totally apart from our effort, help, ability, or any other human factor.  God provides everything for us because of who and what He is, not who and what we are.  Grace is the expression of the love of God toward those who are not worthy of God’s love, support, help, or action.

c.  The doctrine of humility.  Humility is the mental attitude of believing that we are not better than someone else, but recognizing that we are the product of the grace of God.  We are what we are because of what God has done for us, not what we have done for ourselves.  Humility is not self-effacement, but the mental reality that God has provided equal privilege and opportunity for all.  Some taken advantage of this opportunity and others do not.  Humility recognizes the principle that ‘there, but for the grace of God, go I.
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